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Into the BEHAVIOUR of the 
QUEEN'S LAST MINISTRY, 
With relation to their 
QAR RE Ls among themſelves, and the deſign 
charged upon them of altering the Succeſſion 

of the Crown. 


Jons M DC Cx V. 


INC E the death of the Queen, it was rea- 
ſonable enough for me to conclude that I had 
Gas with all public affairs and ſpeculations : beſides, 


| the ſcene and ſtation I am in have reduced my 


thoughts into a narrow compaſs : and being whol- 


ly excluded from any view of favour under the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, upon that invincible reaſon of 


| having been in ſome degree of truſt and confidence 
with the former, I have not found the tranſition 


eg very difficult into a private life, for which I am 


better qualified both by nature and education. 
The reading of, and enquiring after, news not 


3 being one of my. diverſions, having always diſliked 


- . and general converſation, which, how- _ 


| ever it fell tomy lot, is now in my power to avoid; 
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and being placed, by the duties of my function, 
at a great diſtance from the ſeat of buſineſs; I am. 


altogether ignorant of many common events which 


happen in the world: only, from the little I know 


and hear, it is manifeſt that the hearts of moſt men 
are filled wich doubts, fears, and jealouſies, or elſe 
With hatred and rage, to a degree that there ſeems 
to be an end of all amicable commerce between peo- 


ple of different parties; and what the conſequen- 


ces of this may be, let thoſe conſider who have con- 


tributed to the cauſes; which, 1 thank God, is no 
concern of mine. 5 
There are two points, with reference to the con- 


duct of the late miniſtry, much inſiſted on, and 
little underſtood by thoſe who write or talk upon 
that ſubject; wherein I am ſufficiently qualified to 
give ſatisfaction; and would gladly do it, becauſe 
I fee very much weight laid upon each, and moſt | 
mens opinions of perſons and things regulated ac 


cordingly. 
About two months before the queen's death, 


having loſt all hopes of any reconcilement between 
the treaſurer and the reſt of the miniſtry, I retired 
into the country, to await the iſſue of that conflict, 


which ended, as every one had reaſon to foreſee, 
in the earl of Oxford's diſgrace; to whom the lord 


Bolingbroke immediately ſucceeded as fiſt miniſter; ö 
and I was told, that an earldom and the garter were 


intended for him in a fortnight, and the treaſurer's 
ſtaff againſt the next ſeſſion of parliament ; 10 


which I can lay.” Ang certain, being then 
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Berkſhire, and receiving this acount from ſome of 
his friends; but all theſe ſchemes became ſoon abor- 
tive, by the death of the queen, which happened 


in three days after the earl of Oxford's removal. 


Upon this great event, I took the firſt opportu- 
nity of withdrawing to my place of reſidence z and 


rejoiced as much as any man for his majeſty's quiet 


acceſſion to the throne, to which I then thought, 


and it has fince appeared indiſputable, that the 
peace procured by the late miniſtry had, among 
other good effects, been hiekly inffrumental. And 


I thank God, I have been ever ſince a loyal hum- 


4 ble ſpectator, during all the changes that have hap- 


pened, although it were no ſecret to any man of 


common ſagacity, that his preſent majeſty's choice 


of his ſervants, whenever he ſhould happen to ſue- 


| ceed, would be determined to thoſe who moſt Oppo. 
| fed the proceedings during the four laſt years of his 
predeceſſor's reign; and, I think, there hath not 


ſince happened one particular of any moment, 
which the miniſters did not often mention at their 


tables, as what they certainly expected, from the 


diſpoſition of the court at Hanover in conjunction 


: with the party at home, which, upon all occaſions, | 
publicly diſapproved their proceedings, excepting _ 


only the attainder of the duke of Ormond; which, 


indeed, neither they, nor I, nor, I believe, any one 
perſon in the three kingdoms, did ever pretend to 
foreſee; and, now it is done, it looks like a dream 


to thoſe, who conſider the nobleneſs of his birth, 


the great merits of his 5 and his own; 


B 22ů—— | bis- 
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his long unſpotted loyalty, his affability, generoſity, 
and fwecinets of nature. I knew him long and 
well, and, excepting the frailties of his youth, 
which had been for ſome years over, and that eaſi- 
neſs of temper which did ſometimes lead him to 
follow the judgment of thoſe who had, by many de- 
grees, leſs underſtanding than himſelf, I have not 
converſed with a more faultleſs perſon ; of great 
juſtice and charity; a true ſenſe of religion, with- 
cout oſtentation; of undoubted valour, thoroughly 
ſkilled in his trade of a ſoldier; a quick and ready 
apprehenſion, with a good ſhare of underſtanding, 
and a general knowledge in men and hiſtory z . 


though under ſome ee e by an invincible 


modeſty, which however could not but render him 
yet more amiable to thoſe who had the honour and 
| happineſs of being thoroughly acquainted with him. 
This is a ſhort imperfect character of that great 
| perſon the duke of Ormond, who is now attainted 


for high treaſon ; and, therefore, I ſhall not pre- 


ſume to offer one ſyllable in his vindication, upon 
that head, againſt the deciſion of a parliament. 
e thie, I think; may be allowed me to believe, 
or at leaſt to hope: that when, by the direct and 
repeated commands of the queen, his miſtreſs, he 
committed thoſe faults for which he hath now for- 
feited his country, his titles, and his fortune; he 
no more conceived himſelf to be acting high-trea- 
ſon, than he did when he was wounded and a pri- 


ſoner at London, for his ſovereign king IVilliam, YO 
BA when he took and burned the. enemy fleet at 
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Upon this occaſion, although I am ſenſible it is 


an old precept of wiſdom to admire at nothing in 


human life, yet I conlider, at the fame time, how 
eaſily ſome men arrive at the practice of this max- 
im, by the help of plain ſtupidity or ill-nature, 
without any ſtrain of philoſophy; and, although 
the uncertainty of human things be one of the By 


obvious reflexions in morality, yet, ſuch unexpect- 


ed, ſudden, and ſignal inſtances of it, as have 


lately happened among us, are ſo much out of the 


uſual form, that a wiſe man may, perhaps, be allow- 


ed to ſtart and look aſide, as at a ſudden and violent 


clap of thunder, which 1s. much more trequent, 
and more natural, 


And here I cannot but lament my own particular 
misfortune; who, having fingled out three perſons 


#rom among the reſt of m EC oP} on whoſe friend- 
ſhip and atotection I might denend. whoſe conver- 
ſation I moſt valued, and chiefly confined myſelf to, 


ſhould live to lee theny all, within the compaſs of 


a year, accuſed of high-treaſon; two of them at- 


tainted and in exile, and the third under his trial, 


whereof God knows what may be the iſſue. As 
my own heart was free from all treaſonable thoughts, 5 
ſo ] did little imagine myſelf to be perpetually in the 


company of traitors. But the faſhion of this world 

paſſeth away. Having already ſaid ſomething of the 
duke of Ormond, I ſhall add a little towards the 
characters of the other two. It happens to 
very few men, in any age or country, to come 
into the world with ſo many advantages of nature 
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and fortune, as the late ſecretary Bolingbroke de- 
ſcended from the beſt families in England, heir to a 
great patrimonial eftate, of a ſound conſtitution, 
and a molt graceful, amiable perſon : but all theſe, 
had they been of equal value, were infinitely below 
in degree, to the accontplithments of his mind, which 
was adorned with the choiceſt gifts that God hath 
yet thought fit to beſtow upon the children of men; 
a ſtrong memory, a clear judgment, a vaſt range of 


wit ind fancy, a thorough comprehenſion, an in- 


vincible eloquence, with a moſt agreeable elocu- 
tion. He had well cultivated all theſe talents by 
travel and ſtudy, the latter of which he ſeldom 
omitted, even in the midi} of his pleaſures, of which 
he had indeed been too great and criminal a F 5 
for, although he was perſuaded to leave ofi intem- 
 perance | in wine, which he did for fome time to 
ſuch a degree that he ſeemed rather abſtemious; 
yet he was ſaid to allow himſelf other liberties, 
which can by no means be reconcilcd to religion or 
morals; whereof, I have reaſon to believe, he be- 
gan tobe ſenſible. But he was fond of mixing 
pleaſure and buſineſs, and of being eſtcemed excel- 
lent at both; upon which account, he had a great 
reſpect for the characters of Altibiades and Petromus, 
_eſnect: My the latter, whom he would gladly be 
thought to reſemble. His detractors charged him 
bim Wich ſome degree of affe ctation, 5 perhaps 
not altogether 5 grounds; ſince it was hard- 
ly poſſibie for a young man, with half the buſineſs 
of then nation upon bim and the applauſe of the 
„55 — . hole, 


„ 


4 owned by himſelf; 
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whole, to eſcape ſome tincture of that infirmity. 
He had been early bred to buſineſs, was a moſt 
artful negotiator, and perfectly underſtood foreign 
affairs. But what I have often wondered at in a 
man of his temper was, his prodigious application 
whenever he thought it neceſſary; for he would 


plod whole days and nights, like the loweſt clerk 
in an office, His talent of ſpeaking in public, for 


which he was fo very much celebrated, I know no- 


thing of, except from the informations of others; 
but underſtanding men, of both parties, 


Dave 


aſſured me, that, in this point, in their memory 


and judgment, he was never equalled. 
The ear! of Oxford is a perſon of as much virtue 


as can poſſible conſiſt with the love of por; and 


$ i * 4 5 
his love for power is no greater than what is com- 


mon to menof nis fuperior capacities; neither did any 
man ever appear to value it leſs after he had obt: ined 


it, or exert it with more moderation, He is th ne only 


inſtance, that ever fell within my men nor) or obſer- 


vation, of a perſon paſſing from a private life, 


through veral ſtages of greatneſe, without : 
any perccivable ünpfe og upon his temper or bcha- 
viour. As his own birth was illuſtrious, being 


deſcended from the heirs- general of the Ferres and 


the Mortimers, fo he ſeemed to value that acciden- g 
tal advantage in himſelf, 2 


paſſion, as I have heard it afürmed by others, and 


hic! h, however, — kept under 


T4 CE the 


nd others, more than it 
could pretend to delerve, He abounded in good- 
nature and good humour ; although ſubject to 
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the ſtricteſt government, till towards the end of his 


miniſtry, when he began to grow ſoured, and to 
ſuſpect his friends; and, perhaps, thought it not 
worth his pains to manage any longer. He was a 


great favourer of men of wit and learning, particu- 
5 Jarly the former, whom he careſſed without diſtinc- 


tion of party, and could not endure to think that 
any of them ſhould be his enemies; and it was his 


| good ſortune that none of them ever appeared to be 
75 at leaſt, if one may judge by the libels and 
pampdlets publiſh ed againſt him, which he fre- 
quently read, by way of amuſement, with a mo{t 


unaffected indifference : neither do I remember 
ever to have endangered his good opinion ſo much 
as by appearing uneaſy when the dealers 1n that kind 


of writing firſt began to pour out their ſcurrilities 
againſt me; which, he thought, was a weakneſs 


altogether nexeutablet in a man of virtue and libe- 
ral edutacion, He had the greateſt variety of know- 
ledge that J have. any hers met; was a perfect 
matter of the learned languages, and well killed 


in divinity. He had a prodigious memory, and a 


moſt exact judgement. In drawing up any ſtate- 


paper, no man had more proper ti acughts, r put 
them in ſo ſtrong and clear a light. Although his 
ſtyle were not always correc, wht ch, aer he 
knew how to mend; yet often, to ſave time, he 
would leave the ſmaller alterations to others. 1 
have heard that he ſpoke but ſele om in parliament, 
and then rather with art than eloquence : but no 


A 


man cqualled him in the knowledge of our conſti- 


- tution:; -- 


have executed with univerſal applauſe : his tagaci- 
ty was ſuch, that I could produce very amazing in- 
ſtances of it, if they were not unſeaſonable. In all 


dificulties, he immediately found the true point 


that was to be purſued, and adhered to it: and one 


or two others in the miniſtry have confclſed very 


often to me, that, after having condemned his opi- 
nion, they found him in the right, and themſelves 
in the wrong. He was utterly a ſtranger to ſear; 
and, conſcquently, had a preſence of mind upon all 


_ emergencies. His liberality, and contempt of mo- 


ney, were ſuch, that he almoſt ruined his eſtate 
while he was in employment; yet his avarice for 
the public was ſo great, that it neither conkiited 
with the preſent corruptions of the age, nor the 
circumſtances of the time. He was ſeldom miſtaken 


in his judgment of men, and therefore not apt to 


change a good or ill opinion by the repieſeatation 


of others; except toward the end of his minittry. 


.. 


He was affable and courteous, extremely eaſy and 


agrecavle in converſation, and altogether diſengag- 


cd; regular in his life, with great appearance of 


picty; not ever guilty of any expreſſions that could 


y tend to what was indecent or, piophanc. 


— 


| poflib! 
IIis imperfections were, at leaſt, as obvious, al- 
| thourn not ſo numerous, as his virtucs. e had 
an air of ſecrecy in his manner and countenance, 


by no means proper for a great miniſter, becauſe 


it 
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tution ; the reputation whereof made him be choſen 
ſpeaker to three ſucceſſive parliaments ; which 
office I have often heard his enemies allow him to: 
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it warns all men to prepare againſt it, He often 
gave no anſwer at all, and very ſeldom a direct one: 


and I the rather blame this reſervedneſs of temper, 
becauſe I have known a very different practice ſuc- 
ceed much better: of which, among others, the 
Hate earl of Sunderland, and the preſent lord Sammers, 
perſons of great abilities, are remarkable inſtances ; 
who uſed to talk in fo frank” a manner, that they 


feemed to diſcover the bottom of their hearts, and, 


by that appearance of confidence, would ealily 


unlock the breaſts of others. But the earl of Ox- 

ford pleads, in excuſe of this cha urge, that he hath 
ſeldom or never communicated any thing which was 

of importance to be concealed, wherein he hatin 


not been dece ceived by the vanity, treache dry, or 
ndiſcretion of thoſe he diſcovered it to. Another 


of his imperfections, univerfally known and com- 


plained of, was procraſtination, or delay; which 
was, doubtleſs, natural to him, although he often 
bore the blame without the quilt, and when the 


remedy was not in his power; for never were 


prince and miniſter better marched than his ſove- 
reign and he, upon that article: and, therefore, 
in the diſpoſal of employments, wherein the queen 
was very abſolute, a year would often paſs before 
they could come to a determination, 2 remember 
he was likewiſe he ae charged with the common 


court vice, of promiſing very liberally, and ſeidom 


perform ting; of which, although! cannot altogether 


acquit Ni: n, yet, I am con fiden: , his intentions 


Were 
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were generally better than his diſappointed ſolicitors 


would believe. It may be likewiſe ſaid of him, that 
he certainly did not value, or did not underſtand, the 


art of acquiring, friends; having made very few 


during the time of his power, and contracted a gicat 
number of enemies. Some of us uſed to obſerve, 
that thoſe whom he talked well of, or ſuffered to be 
often near him, were not in a ſituation of much ad- 


vantage; and that his mentioning others with con- 
_ tempt, or diſlike, was no biddrance at all to their 
preferment. I have dwelt the longer upon this 
ercat man's character, becauſe I have obſerved it fo 
often miſtaken by the wiſe reaſoners of both parties: 
belides, having had the honour, for almoſt four 


years, of a nearer acquaintance with him than uſually 
happens to men of my level, and this without the 
leaſt mercenary obligation, I thought it lay in wy 
power, as I am ſure it is in my will, to repreſent 


bim to the world with impartiality and urn. 


Having often conſid ered the qualities and difoo- 


4 


ſitions of "theſe two miniſters, I am at a loſs to think 
keg 


how it ſhould come to paſs that men of cxalied abi- 
licies, when they are called to public affairs, are ge- 
nerally drawn into inconveniencies and misfortuncs, 

Which others, of ordinary talents, avoid; whercoe. 
there appear ſo many xamples, both antient and 


modern, and of our own as well as other countries. 


I cannat think this to have been altogether the effect 


726% 


of envy, as it is tan Sas os ed in the caſes of 
ee 25, Aryſelaess- 3 and others; and of fir 
alter Raleigh, the earls of Clarendon and Star, 


5 here 
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here in England. But I look upon it, that God, 


intending the government of a nation in the ſeveral 
branches and ſubordinations of power, hath made 


the ſcience of governing ſufficiently obvious to com- 
mon capacities; otherwiſe the world would be left 
in a deſolate condition, if great affairs did always 


require a great genius, whareef the molt fruittu] age 
will hardly produce above three or four in a nation, 


among which, princes, who, of all other mortals, 


are the worlt educated, have twenty millions to one 


againſt them that they ſhall not be of the number; 
and proportionable odds, for the ſame reaſons, are 


againſt every one of noble birth, or great citates. 


Accordingly we find, that the dulleſt nations, anti- 


ent and modern, have not wanted good rules of 


policy, or perſons qualified for adminiſtration. But 


FT take the infelicity of ſuch extraordinary men to 
have been cauſed by their neglect of common forms, 
together with the contempt of little belps and little © 
Binds. ances; which is made, by Hebbes, the definition 
of magnanimity: and this contempt, as it certainly 


diſpleaſes the people in general, ſo it giveth oftence 


do all with whom ſuch mates have to deal: ſor 1 
never yet knew a miniſter, who was not earneſtly 
deſirous to have it thought, that the art of govern- 


ment was a moſt protound ſcience; whereas it re- 
CUIrcs no more, in rea! ity, than diligence, honeſty, 


and a moderate ſhare of plain natural ſenſe. And, 
therefore, men thus qualified may, very reaſnably 


and juſtly, think that the buſineſs of the world is 


beſt brought about by regularity and forms, wherein 


ther wh * 
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themſelves excel, For I have frequently obſerved 

more cauſes of diſcontent ariſe from the practice of 
ſome refined miniſters, to act in common buſineſe, 
out of the common road, than from all the utual 
topics of diſpleaſure againſt men in power. It is 


the ſame thing in other ſcenes of life, and among, 
all ſocieties or communities; where no men are 


better truſted, or have more ſucceſs in buſineſs, than 
thoſe who, with ſome honeſty and a moderate por- 
tion of underſtanding, are ſtrict obſervers of time, 


place, and method: and, on the contrary, nothing 
| ts more apt to expole men to the cenſure and obloquy 
of their collegues and the public, than a contempt 


or neglect of theſe circumſtances, however attended 
with a ſuperior genius, and an equal deſire of doing 


good: which hath made me ſometimes ſay, to a 


great perſon of this latter character [e], that a ſmal! 


infuſion of the alderman was necellary to thoſe who 
are employed in public affairs. Upon this Oc 
caſion, I cannot forget a very trifling inſtance : that 
one day obſerving the ſame perſon to divide a ſheet 


of paper with a penknite, that ſharpneſs of the in- 


ſtrument occaſioned it's moving ſo irregular] y and 


crooked, that he ſpoiled the whole ſheet ; where- 


upon J adviſed him to take example by his clerks, | 
who performed that operation much better with a 
blunt piece of ivory, which, directed by a little 
ſtrength and a —_ hand, never failed to go 
nieht. | 


[e] Lord Holingbrote. 


But, 
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But, to return from this long digreſſion: about a 
fortnight after the queen's death, I came to my 
place of reſidence, where I was immediately attacked 
with heat enough by ſeveral of my acquaintance of 
both parties; and ſoon learned, that what they ob- 
jected was the general ſenſe of the reſt, Thoſe of 
thechurch-ſide made me a thouſand reproaches upon 
the ſlowneſs and inaCtivity of my friends, upon their 
fooliſh quarrels with cach other, for no viſible cauſe, 
and thereby ſacrificing the intereſts of the church 
and kingdom to their private piques; and that they 
had neglected to cultivate the favour and good-opt- 
nion of the court at Hanover, But the weight of 
theſe gentlemen's diſpleaſure fell upon the earl of 
Oxford; that he had acted a trimming part; was 
never thoroughly in the intereſt of the church, but 
held ſeparate commerce with the adverſe party: 
that, either from his negligence, procraſtinating na- 
ture, or ſome ſiniſter end, he had let lip many op- 
portunities of ſtrengthening the church's friends: 
that he undertook more buſineſs than he was equal 
3 affected a monopoly of power, and would con- 
_ cert nothing with the reſt of the miniſters. Many 
facts were likewiſe mentioned, which it may not 
now be very prudent to repeat: I ſhall only take 
notice of one, relating to Jreland, where he kept 


four biſhopricks undiſpoſed of, though often and 


1 moſt earneſtly preſſed to have them filled; by which 

__ omiſſion, the church-intereſt of that 1 0 3 
the houſe of lords, i is in : danger of being irrecoverably 

In 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe who diſcourſed with me after this manner, 
did, at the ſame time, utterly renounce all regard 
for the pretender; and mentioned, with pleaſure, 
the glorious opportunity, then in his majeſty's 


hands, of putting an end to party-diſtinctions for 


the time to come: and the only apprehenſton that 
ſeemed to give them any uneaſineſs was, leſt the zeal 
of the party in power might not, perhaps, e 


their loyalty with vantage. 


On the other ſide, the gainers and men in hopes 
by the queen's death tai lked with great freedom in a 


very different ſtile: they ail lirecly -; alierted, that 
the whole late miniſtry were fully determined to 
bring in the pretender, although they would ſome- 
times a little demur upon the carl of Oxford; and 


by a more modern amendment, they charged the 


fame accuſation, without any reſerve, upon the late 


qucen herſelf, That, if her majeſty had died but a 


month lat ter, our ruin would have been inevitable. 


But in that juncture it happened (to uſe their own 
term, which I could never prevail with them to ex- 


plain), things were not ripe. That this accuſation 


would, in a ſhort time, infallibly be proved as clear 
as the ſun at noon-day to all the world: and the 


conſequences naturally following from theſe poſitions 


were, that the leaders ought to loſe their hands, and 
all their abettors be utterly Aript of yower and 


favour. 


These. SL the ſentiments we! diſcourſes © 


both parties, tending to load the late miniſtry with 
faults of a very different nature, it may, perhaps, be 
either 
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cither of ſome uſe or ſatisfaction to examine thoſe 


two points ; that 1s to ſay, firſt, how far theſe mi- 


niſters are anſwerable to their friends for their neg- 


lect, miſmanagement, and mutual diſſenſions; and, 


ſecondly, with what juſtice they are accuſed, by 


their enemies, for endeavouring to alter "he ſuc- 


ceſſion of the crown in favour of the pretender. 

It is true, indeed, I have occaſionally done this 
already i in two ſeveral treatiſes, of which the one 1s 
an Hiſtory, and the other Memoirs of particular 


facts, but neither of them fit to ſee the light, at pre- 
ſent ; becauſe they abound with characters freely 


drawn, and many of them not very amiable ; and, 


therefore, intended only for the inſtructing of the 


next age, and eſtabliſhing the reputation of thoſe 
who have been uſeful to their country in the preſent. 
At the ſame time I take this opportunity of aſſuring 


thoſe who may happen, ſome years hence, to read 
the Hiſtory Thave written, that the blackeſt charac- 


ters to be met with I in it were not drawn with the 


leaſt mixture of malice or ill-will, but merely to 
expoſe the odiouſneſs of vice. For I have always 


held it as a maxim, that ill men are placed beyond 


the reach of an hiſtorian, who indeed hath it in his 
power to reward virtue, but not to puniſh vice: be- 
_ cauſe I never yet ſaw a profligate perſon, who ſeem- 


ed to have the leaſt regard in what manner his name 


| ſhould be tranſmitted to poſterity: And 1 knewa 
certain lord [V, not long ſince dead, who Jam very 


[VI Earl of Wharton, 


confi- 


of the Queen's Laft Minflry, 17 


confident, would not have diſpoſed of one ſingle 


ſhilling to have had it in his choice, whether he 
ſhoald be repreſented to future ages as an Atticus © or 


à Catiline. 


However, being firmly reſolved, for very material 
reaſons, to avoid giving the leaſt offence to any party 


or perſon in power; I ſhall barely ſet down ſome 
facts and circumſtances, during the four laſt years of 


queen Ann's reign, which at preſent are little known ; 


and whereby thoſe of the church- party, who object 
againſt the unſteadineſs, negle& and want of concert 


in the late miniſtry, may better account for their 
faults, Moſt of thoſe facts I can bear witneſs of 


myſelf, and have received the reſt from ſufficient 


mam. 
It is moſt certain, that, when FE: queen firſt be- 


gan to change her ſervants, it was not from a diſlike 


of things, but of perſons, and thoſe perſons were 2 


very ſmall number. To be more particular, would 
be incedere per ignes. It was the iſſue of Dr. Sache- 
verel's trial that encouraged her to proceed fo far; 
and ſeveral of the low- church party, knowing that her 
diſpleaſure went no further than againſt one ſingle 
family [g], did not appear to diſlike what was done; 

of which I could give ſome extraordinary inſtances. 
But that famous trial had raiſed ſuch a ſpirit in the 
nation, againſt the parliament, that her majeſty 
thought it neceſſary to diſſolve them, which, I am 


confident, ſhe did not at firſt intend, -Upon this re- 


[z] Duke of Saale 


F! -fahithan, 
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ſolution, delivered by the queen, at council, i in 2 
more determinate manner than was uſual with her, 


as I was particularly informed by my lord Sommers, 


then preſident, ſome, who were willing to ſacrifice 
one or two perſons, would not ſacrifice their cauſe ; 


but immediately flew off: and the great officers of 
the court and kingdom began to reſign their em- 


ployments, which the queen ſuffered moſt of them 


to do with the utmoſt regret, and which thoſe who 


knew her beſt thought to be real, eſpecially lord 
Sommers and lord Cotoper, for whom ſhe had as great 
a perſonal regard and eſteem, as her nature was ca- 
pable of admitting, particularly for the former. The 
new parliament was called during that ferment in 


the nation, and a great majority of the church- 


party was returned, without the leaſt aſſiſtance from 
the court; whether to gain a reputation of imparti- 
ality, where they were ſecure; ; or, as Mr. Harley's 


detractors would have it {who was then miniſter), 
from a refinement of his politics, not to ſuffer, upon 
the account of I know not what wiſe reaſons, too 


great an inequality in the balance. 


When the parliament met, they ſoon began to diſ- 


' cover more zeal than the queen expected or deſired 


: ſhe had entertained the notion of forming a POR 3 
rate or comprehenſive ſcheme, which ſhe maintained - if 

ith great firmneſs, nor would ever depart from, 
We half a year beſore her death: but this neither 


the houſe of commons nor the kingdom in general 


were then at all inclined to admit, whatever they 
may have been in any juncture ſince: ſeveral coun- 


try- 
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try-members, to almoſt a third part of the houſe, 


began immediately to form themſelves into a body, 
under a fanatic name of the October- club. Theſe 


daily preſſed the miniſtry for a thorough change in 


employments, and were not put oft without Jealouſy : 
and diſcontent. I remember it was then common- 
ly underſtood and expected, that, when the ſeſſion 


ended, a general removal would be made: but it 


happened otherwiſe; for not only few or none were 


turned out, but much deliberation was uſed in 
ſupplying common vacancies by death. This man- 
ner of proceeding in a prime miniſter, I confeſs, ap- 


peared to me wholly unaccountable, and without 
example; and J was little ſatisfied with the ſolution 


Thad heard, and partly knew, that he acted thus to 


keep men at his devotion, by letting expectation lie 
in common; for I found the effect did not anſwer, 
and that, in ts mean time, he lead ſo uneaſy a life, 
by ſolicitations and purſuits, as no man would en- 
dure who had a remedy at hand. About the begin- 
ning of his miniſtry, I did, at the requeſt of ſeveral 


conſiderable perſons, take the liberty of repreſenting 
this matter to him; his anſwer was ſhort and cold; 
That he hoped his friends would truſt him; that he 


heartily wiſhed none but thoſe who loved the church 
and queen were employed; but that all things could 
not be done on a ſudden. I have reaſon to believe, 
that his neareſt acquaintance were then wholly at a 


loſs what to think of his conduct. He was forced to 


preſerve the opinion of power, without which he 


could not act, while, in reality, he had little or 
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none; and, beſides, he thought it became him to 


take the burthen of reproach upon himſelſ, rather 


than lay it upon the queen his miſtreſs; who was 
grown very poſitive, flow, and ſuſpicious ; and, 


from the opinion of having been formerly too much 


directed, fell into the other extreme, and became 
difficult to be adviſed, So that few miniſters had 
ever, perhaps, a harder game to play, between the 


jealouſy and diſcontents of his friends on one fide, 
and the management of the queen” 8 temper on the 


| other. Te 


There alt hardly bea firmer friendſhip, in 
appearance, than what I obſerved between thoſe 


three great men, who were then chiefly truſted ; I 
mean the lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, 


I remember, in the infancy of their power, being 


at the table of the firſt, where they were all met, I 
could not forbear taking notice of the great affection 
they bore to each other; and ſaid, I would venture 
to propheſy, that, however inconſtant our court had 
| hitherto been, their miniſtry would certainly laſt; 
for they had the church, the crown, and the peo- 
ple, entirely on their ſide: then it happened, that 
the public good and their private intereſt had the 
ſame bottom, which is a piece of good fortune that 
 Coth not always fall to the ſhare of men in power. 
But, principally, becauſe I obſerved they heartily 


loved one another; and I did not ſee how their | 
kindneſs could be diſturbed by competition, ſince | 


f each of them ſeemed contented with his own diſtrict ; 


ALE Ig _ 0 
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fo that, notwithſtanding the old maxim, which 


pronounceth court friendſhips to be of no long dura- 
tion, I was confident theirs would laſt as long as 


their lives. But, it ſeems, the inventor of that 


maxim happened to be a little wiſer than I, who 


lived to ſee this friendſhip firſt degenerate i into indif- 
ference and ſuſpicion, and thence corrupt into the 
greateſt animoſity and hatred; contrary to all ap- 


pearances, and much to the diſcredit of me and m. 


ſagacity. By what degrees, and from what cauſes, 
their diſſenſions grew, I ſhall, as far as it may be 
ſafe and convenient, very impartially relate. 


When Mr. Harley was ſtabbed by Guiſcard, the 


| writer of a weekly paper, called The Examiner [h], 


taking occaſion to reflect on that accident, hap- 


pened to let fall an idle circumſtance, I know not 
upon what grounds, that the French aſſaſſin confeſ- 


ſed, he, at firſt, intended to have murdered Mr. 
ſecretary St. John; who ſitting at too great a diſ- 
tance, he was forced to vent his rage on the other, 


Whether the ſecretary had been thus informed, or 
was content that others ſhould believe it, I never 
yet could learn; but nothing could be more unfor- 
tunate than the tendency of ſuch a report, which, 


by a very unfair deciſion, derived the whole merit 
of that accident to Mr, St. Jahn, and left Mr. 


Harley nothing but the danger and the pain : of both 


which, although he had a ſufficient ſhare (bis phy- | 


ſicians being often under apprehenfions for his lite) 


yet I am confident the tine of his illneſs was a 
12), See Vol. VIII. p. 175. 8 
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| period of more quiet and eaſe than he ever enjoyed 
during the reſt of his adminiſtration. This report 
was not unreſented by Mr. Harley's friends; and 
the rather becauſe the fact was directly otherwiſe, 
as it ſoon appeared by Guiſcard's confeſſion. 
While that miniſter lay ill of his wound, and 
his life in queſtion, the weight of buſineſs fell, in 
ſome meaſure, upon the ſecretary, who was not 
without ambition; which, I confeſs, I have ſel- 
dom found among the wants of great men; and it 
was conceived that he had already entertained the 
thoughts of being at the head of affairs, in caſe Mr. 
Harley ſhould die; although, at the ſame time, 1 
muſt do juſtice to Mr, St. John, by repeating what 
he ſaid to me, with great appearance of concern 
(and he was but an ill diſſembler), That, if Mr. 
Harley's accident ſhould prove fatal, it would be an 
irreparable loſs; That, as things then ſtood, his 
life was abſolute]: y neceſlary : That, as to himſelf, 
he was not maſter of the ſcheme by which they were 
to proceed, nor had credit enough with the queen; 
neither did he ſee how it would be poſlible for them, 
in ſucha caſe, to wade through the difficulties they 
Were then under, However, not to be over-parti- 
cular in ſo nice a point, thus much 1s certain, that 
ſome things happened during Mr. Harley's confine- 
ment, which bred a coldneſs and jealouſy between 
thoſe two great men; and theſe, increaſing by ma- 


= "7 ſubſequent accidents, could never be removed. 


Upon Mr. Harley's recovery, which was ſoon 
followed by his promotion to an earldom and the | 
ueaſu- | 


— 
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treaſurer's ſtaff, he was earneſtly preſſed to go on 
with the change of employments, for which his 
friends and the kingdom were very impatient 


wherein Iam confident, he was not unwilling to 
comply, if a new incident had not put further diffi- 
culties in his way. The queen having thought fit to 


take the key from the ducheſs of Mariberough, i It was, 


after ſome time, given to another great lady E 


wholly in the intereſt of the oppoſite party z who, 
by a moſt obſequious behaviour, of which ſhe is a 


perfect miſtreſs, and the privileges of her place, 


which gave her continual acceſs, quickly won ſo 
far upon the affections of her majeſty, that ſhe had 
more perſonal credit than all the queen's ſervants 


put together. Of this lady's character and ſtory, 


having ſpoken ſo much in other papers, which may 
one day fee the light, I ſhall only obſerve, that as 


ſoon as ſhe was fixed in her ſtation, the queen, fol- 


lowing the courſe of her own nature, grew daily 
much more difficult and uncomplying. Some weak 


endeavours were, indeed, uſed to divert her majeſty 


from this choice; but ſhe continued ſteady, and 


pleaded, that, if ſhe might not have liberty to chuſe 
her own ſervants, ſhe could not ſee what advantage 
| ſhe had gotten by the change of her miniſtry: and 


ſo little was her heart ſet upon what they call a 


high-church or tary adminiſtration, that ſeveral 
employments in court and country, and a great ma- 
jort y in all commiſſions, remained in the hands of 


; le] Ducheſs of Sonar ſet, 
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thoſe who moſt oppoſed the preſent proceedings 3 


nor do I remember that any removal of conſequence 


was made till the winter following, when the earl 
of Nottingham was pleaſed to prepare and offer a 


vote in the houſe of lords, againſt any peace, while 


Sbßpain continued in the hands of the Bourbon family. 
Of this vote the miniſters had early notice; and, 
by caſting up the numbers, concluded they ſhould 
have a majority of ten to overthrow it. The queen 
was deſired, and promiſed, to ſpeak to a certain 
lord, who was looked upon as dubious, That lord 
attended accordingly, but heard not a word of the 


matter from her majeſty, although ſhe afterwards 
owned it was not for want of remembering, but from 


perfect indifference. The treaſurer, who truſted 
to promiſes, and reckoned that others would truſt to 
his, was, by a moſt unſeaſonable piece of parſimony, 
groſly deceived; and the vote carried againſt the 
court, The queen had the curioſity to be preſent 
at the debate; and appeared ſo little diſpleaſed 
at the event, or againſt thoſe from whom ſhe 


might have expected more compliance, that a 
perſon: [4] in high ſtation among her domeſtics, 


who, that day, in her preſence, had ſhewn his ut- 
moſt eloquence (ſuch as it was) againſt the mini- 
ſters, received a particular mark [I] of diſtinction 
and favour, which, by his poſt, he could not pre- 
tend to, and was not removed from her ſervice but 
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with exceeding difficulty, many months after. And 


It is certain that this vote could not have been 


carried, if ſome perſons, very near her majeſty, had 


not given aſſurances where they were proper, that 


it would be acceptable to the ql which her be- 
haviour ſeemed to confirm. 
But, when the conſequences of this vote were 


calmly repreſented to her, that the limitation ſpeci- 

| fied therein had wholly tied up her hands, in caſe the 
recovery of Spain ſhould be found impoſlible, as it 
was frequently allowed and owned by many prin- 

| cipal leaders of the oppoſite party, and had, hitherto, 


been vainly endeavoured, either by treaty or war : 


That the kingdom was not in a condition to bear 

any longer its burthen and charge, eſpecially with 
annual additions: That other expedients might 
poſſibly be found for preventing France and Spain 
from being united under the ſame king, according 
to the intent and letter of the grand alliance: That 
the deſign of this vote was to put her majeſty un- 
der the neceſſity of diflolving the parliament, begin- 


ning all things anew, and placing the adminiſtration 


in the hands of thoſe whom ſhe had thought fit to 
lay afide, and this by ſacrificing her preſent ſervants 

to the rage and vengeance of this former; with many 
other obvious conſiderations, not very proper at 
this time to be repeated. Her majeſty, who was 


earneſtly bent upon giving peace to her people, con- 


ſented to fall upon the ſole expedient, that her 
own coldneſs or the treaſurer's thrift and want or 


I ͤcContempt of artifice had left her; which was, to 
itn 
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create a number of peers, ſufficient to turn the ba- 


lance in the houſe of lords. I confeſs that, in my 


Hiſtory of thoſe times, where this matter, among 


others, is treated with a great deal more liberty, and 


_ conſequently very unht for preſent peruſal, I have 
refined ſo far as to conjecture that if this were the 


treaſurer's counſel, he might poſſibly have given it 


upon ſome further views than that of avoiding the 


conſequences of my lord Nettingham!s vote. And 
what thoſe were, L ſuppoſe, I may offer without of- 


fence, It is known enough, that, from the time of 


the Revolution to the corind I am now ſpeaking of, 


the favour of the court was almoſt perpetually turn- 
ed towards thoſe who, in the party-term, are called 
whigs, or the low-church; and this was a ſpace of 
above twenty years, wherein great additions were 
made to the peerzge ; and the biſhops-bench almoſt 
wholly renewed, But, the majority of landed men 
 |t!] retaining the old church-principles in religion 
and government, notwithſtanding all endeavours to 
convert them, the late king was der many inſu- 


perable difficulties during the courle of his reign ; 


elections ſeldom ſucceeding ſo well, as to leave the | 
_ eourt-ſide without frenuous oppoſition, ſufficient to 
carry many points againſt him, which he had much 
at heart, Upon the late queen's ſucceeding to the 
crown, the church- -party, who ſeemed to have 
grown more numerous under all diſcouragements, 
began to conceive hopes, that her majeſty, who had 
always profeſſed to favour their principles, would 


make uſe of their ſervice. And, indeed, upon that 


foot, things ſtood for ſome time: but, a new war 


being 
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being reſolved on, three perſons, who had moſt credit 


with her majeſty, and who were then locked upon 
to be, at leaſt, as high principled as could poſſibly 


conſiſt with the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, having con- 


ſulted their friends, began to conceive that the mili- 
tary ſpirit was much more vigorous in the other 


party, who appeared more keen againſt France, more 
ſanguine upon the power and wealth of England, and 


better verſed in the arts of finding out funds, to 
which they had been ſo long uſed. There were 
ſome other motives for this tranſiticn of the miniſters 
at that time, which are more proper for the Hiſtory 
above-mentioned, where they are faithfully recorded. i 


But thus the queen was brought to govern by what 


they call a low- church miniſtry, hich continued 
for ſeveral years: till, at length, grown weary of 
the war, although carried on with great glory and 
ſucceſs, and the nation riſing into a flame (whether 
juſtly or no) upon the trial of Dr. Sacheverel, which, 


in effect, was a general muſter of both parties; her 


majeſty, following her own inclinations and thoſe | 
of her people, reſolved to make ſome changes in the 
miniſtry, and take Mr. Harley into her councils, 
This was brought about, as the charge againſt that 
miniſter ſays, by the baſe/ inſinuations; upon which, 
being a determination of parliament, I ſhall not diſ- 
pute: although I confeſs to have received a very 
different account of that matter from a moſt nice 


lent lady, upon whoſe vreacity I entirely ecpend 3 


and who, being then in chief confidence with 155 
miſtreſs, muſt needs know a particular fact wherein 
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ſhe was immediately concerned and truſted, better 


than any one man, or number of men, except the 
majority of a houſe of commons. 


When the new parliament met, whoſe elections 
were left entirely to the people, without the leaſt in- 


fluence from the court, it plainly appeared how far 


the church- party in the nation out- numbered the 
other, and eſpecially in the ſeveral countries. But, 


in the houſe of lords, even after ſome management, 


there was but a weak and crazy majority: nor even 
could this have been expected, if ſeveral great lords, 
who were always reputed of the other party had not 


only complied, but been highly inſtrumental in the 
change; as the dukes of Shrewſbury and Argyle, the 
earls of Peterborough, Rivers, and ſome others, who 


certainly came into the queen's meaſures upon 
| other motives than that of party. Now, ſince the 
government of England cannot go on while the two 
Houſes of parliament are in oppoſition to each other; 
and that the people, whenever they acted freely, 


would infallibly return a majority of church-men : 


one of theſe two things was of neceſſity to be done; 
either, firſt, to diſſolve that parliament, and call ano- | 
ther of the whig-ſtamp, by force of a prodigious ex- 


pence, which would be neither decent nor ſafe, and, 
perhaps, at that time, hardly feaſible : or elſe, to 
turn the balance in the houſe of lords ; which, after 
the ſucceſs of lord Nottingham's vote, was not other- 
| wiſe to be done, than by creating a ſufficient num- 
ber of peers, in order, at once, to make the queen 
and her people caſy upon that article for the reſt of 


Y 
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f Her reign. And this I ſhould be willing to think 


was the treaſurer's meaning, when he adviſed thoſe 
advancements ; which, however, I confe eſs, I did 
very much dike, 

But if, after all I have ſaid, my conjecture ſhould 
happen to be wrong; yet I do not ſee how the 


_ treaſurer can juſtly be blamed, for preſerving his 


cauſe, his friends, and himſelf, from unavoidable 


ruin, by an expedient allowed on all hands to be 
lawful : perhaps, he was brought under that neceſ- 


ſity by the want of proper management; but, when 


that neceſſity appeared, he could not act otherwiſe, 
without unravelling whatever had been done; which, 


in the language of thoſe times, would have been 


called, delivering the queen and kingdom back into 
the hands of a faction they had ſo lately g got rid of. 


And, I believe, no miniſter of any party "would. in 
his circumftances, have ſcrupled to make the ſame 


3 Rep, when the ſumma rerum was at ſtake. 


Although the queen was brought into this mea- 
ſure by no other motive than her earneſt defire of a 


peace, yet the treaſurer's friends began to preſs him 
ane for further changes in employments ; conclud- 
ing, from what was paſt, that his credit was great 


enough to compaſs whatever he pleaſed, But this 
proved to be ill reaſoning ; for the queen had no 


diflike at all to the other party (whatever perſonal 


piques ſne might bear to ſome among them) further 
than as ſhe conceived they were bent upon continu- 


ing the war, to which her majeſty reſolved to put as 
; ſpeedy an end as ſhe could with honour end ſafety to 


her 
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her kingdoms ; and therefore fell, with. readineſs 


enough, into the methods propoſed to her for ad- 
vancing that great work. But, in diſpenſing her 
_ favours, ſhe was extremely cautious and flow ; and, 
after the uſual miſtake of thoſe who think they have 
been often impoſed on, became ſo very ſuſpicious, 
that ſhe overſhot the mark, and erred in the other 
extreme. ; When a perſon happened to be recom- 


mended as uſeful for her ſervice, or proper to be 
obliged, perhaps, after a long delay, ſhe would con- 


ſent; but, if the treaſurer offered, at the ſame time, 
a warrant, or other inſtrument, to her already pre- 


pared in order to be ſigned, becauſe he preſumed to - 
reckon upon her conſent beforehand, ſhe would not; 7 
and thus the affair would ſometimes lie for ſeveral 
months together, although the thing were ever ſo 


. reaſonable, or even although the public ſuffered by 


the delay. So that this miniſter had no other 


"remedy but to let her majeſty take her own time, 


which never failed to be the very longeſt that the -.F 


nature of the thing could ſuffer her to defer it. 


When this promotion was made, Mr. ſecretary 


S.. John, whoſe merits and pretenſions, as things 


then ſtood, were far ſuperior to any, was purpoſely _ 
left out, becauſe the court had need of his great 
abilities the following ſeſſion, in the houſe of com- 
mons; and, the peace being then upon the anvil, 
| he was beſt able to explain and juſtify the ſeveral | 
_ ſteps towards it; which he accordingly did with in- 


vincible reaſon and univerſal applauſe, When the 
ſeſſion was over, the queen thought fit to give him a 
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title; and, that he might not loſe his rank, created 
him viſcount. There had been an earldom in his 
name and family, lately extinct (though a barony 
fell to a collateral branch in the perſon of an in- 
fant); and the ſecretary, being of the ſame houſe, 
expected and defired the fame degree. For he 


reaſoned, that, making him a viſcount, would be 


but rigorous juſtice ; and he hoped he might pretend 
to ſome mark of favour. But the queen could not 


be prevailed with; becauſe, to ſay the truth, be 
was not much, at that time, in her good graces; 
ſome women about the court having infuſed an opi- 


nion into her, that he was not ſo regular in his life 


as he ought to be. The ſecretary laid the whole 


blame of this diſappointment upon the earl of Oæ- 


ford, and freely told me, that he would never de- : 
pend upon the earl's friendſhip as long as he lived, 
nor have any further commerce with him, than 
what was neceſlary for carrying on the public ſer- 


vice. And, although I have good reaſon to be 
aſſured that the treaſurer was whoily innocent in 


this point, as both himſelf and lady Maſpam then 
| proteſted. to me, yet my lord Bolingbroke thought 
the appearances were ſo ſtrong, that I was never able 
to bring him over to my opinion. 


The diviſions between theſe two great men be- 


I N gan to ſplit the court into parties; Harcourt, lord 


chancellor, the dukes of Shrewſbury and Argyle, 
fir William Windham, and one or two more, ad- 
hered to the ſecretary ; the reſt were either neuters 
or inclined to the treaſurer, whether from policy 
= 
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or gratitude, although they all agreed to blame and 
lament his myſterious and procraſtinating manner 
in acting; which the ſtate of affairs, at that time, | 
could very ill admit, and muſt have rendered tage 


earl of Oxford inexcuſable, if the queen's obſtinate 


temper had not put him under the neceſſity of exer- 


ting thoſe talents, wherewith, it muſt be confeſſed, 92 4 


his nature was already too well provided. 

This miniſter had ſtronger paſſions than the ſe- 
_cretary, but kept them under ſtricter government: 
my lord Bolingbroke was of a nature frank and open; 


and, as men of great genius are ſuperior to com- | , 
mon rules, he ſeldom gave himſelf the trouble of 


diſguiſing or ſubduing his reſentments, although he 
was ready enough to forget them. In matters of 


ſtate, as the earl was too reſerved, ſo, perhaps, 
the other was too free; not from any incontinency | 
of talk, but from the mere contempt of multiply- 1 
ing ſecrets; although the graver counſellors impu- 
ted this liberty of ſpeech to vanity, or lightneſs. 
And, upon the whole, no two men could differ 
more in their diverſions, their ſtudies, their ways 
of tranſacting buſineſs, their choice of ee or 
manner of converſatioͤn. 


The queen, who was well informed of theſe ani- ; 


moſities among her ſervants, of which her own du- 
bious management had been the original cauſe, be- 
gan to find, and lament, the ill conſequences of 
them in her affairs, both at home and abroad; and 
to lay the blame upon her treaſurer, whoſe greateſt 
fault, in | bis whole miniſtry, was too much com- 
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pliance with his miſtreſs, by which his meaſures 
were often diſconcerted, and himſelf brought under 
ſuſpicion by his friends. 

Jam very confident, that this alteration in the 
queen's temper, towards the earl of Oxford, could 
never have appeared, if he had not thought fit to 
make one ſtep in politics which I have not . able 
to apprehend. When the queen firſt thought of 
making a change among her ſervants, after Dr. 


Sacheverel's trial, my lady Maſbam was very much 
heard and truſted upon that point; and it was by 


her intervention Mr. Harley was admitted into her 


majeſty's preſence. That lady was then in high 


favour with her miſtreſs; ; Which, I believe, the 
earl was not ſo very ſedulous to us or pre- 
ſerve, as if he had it much at heart, nor was alto- 


_ gether ſorry when he ſaw it under ſome degree of 


declination. The reaſons for this muſt be drawn 


; from the common nature of mankind, and the in- 
compatibility of power: but the juncture was not 


favourable for ſuch a refinement, becauſe it was by 
early known to all, who had but looked into the 


Þ- court, that this lady mult have a ſucceſſor, who, 
: upon pique and principle, would do all in her 
power to obſtruct his proceedings. My lady Ma- 
bam was a perſon of a plain found underſtanding, of 
great truth and ſincerity, without the leaſt mixture 
of falſehood or ditguile ; of an honeſt boldneſs and 


courage, ſuperior to her ſex; firm and diſintereſted 
in her friendſhip, and full af lors, duty, and vene- 
ration for the queen, her miſtreſs ; talents as ſel- 
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dom found or ſought for in a court, as unlikely to 
thrive while they are there; ſo that nothing could 
then be more unfortunate to the public, than a 
coldneſs between this lady and the firſt miniſter ; nor 
a greater miſtake in the latter, than to ſuffer, or 
cConnive at, the leſſening of her credit, which he 
quickly ſaw removed very diſadvantageouſly to ano- 
ther object m], and wanted the effects of, when 
his own was ſunk in the only domeſtic affair for 
which I ever knew him under any concern. 
While the queen's favour to the earl was thus 
gradually leſſening, the breaches between him and 
his friends grew every day wider, which he look- 
ed upon with great indifference, and ſeemed to have 
his thoughts only turned upon finding out ſome 
proper opportunity for delivering up his ſtaff: but 
this her majeſty would not then admit; becauſe, 
indeed, it was not eaſy to determine who ſhould 
ſucceed him. 
In the midſt of theſe Aiden at court, the 
# queen fell dangerouſly ſick at Windſor, about Chri/t- | 
mas 1713. It was confidently reported in town, | 
that ſhe was dead; and the heads of the expecting 
party were ſaid to have various meetings thereupon, 
and a great hurrying of chairs and coaches to and 
from the earl of J/harton's houſe : Whether this | 
were true or not, yet thus much is certain, that the | 
_ expreſlions of joy appeared very frequent and loud | 
among many of that party; which F men g 
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| of form did not allow to be altogether decent. A 


re 


fa w 


meſſenger was immediately diſpatched, with an 


account of the queen's illneſs, to the treaſurer, who 


was then in town ; and, in order to ſtop the report 
of her death, appeared next day abroad in his cha- 
riot, with a pair of horſes, and did not go down to 
MWindſor till his uſual time. Upon his arrival there 
the danger was over, but not the fright, which ſtill 
ſat on every body's face, and the account given of the 
confuſion and diſtraction the whole court had been 
under is hardly to be conceived : upon which, the 


treaſurer ſaid to me, Whenever any thing ails the 
e queen, theſe people are out of their wits; and 
yet, they are ſo thoughtleſs, that, as ſoon as 


* ſhe is well, they act as if ſhe were immortal.” I 


had ſufficient reaſon, both before and ſince, to al- 
low his obſervation to be true, and that ſome ſhare 
of it might, with juſtice, be applied to himſelf. 


The queen had early notice of this behaviour 
among the diſcontented leaders, during her illneſs. 


| It was, indeed, an affair of ſuch a nature, as re- 
quired no aggravation; which, however, would not 
have been wanting, the women of both parties, 


who then attended her majeſty, being well diſpoſed 
to repreſent it in the ſtrongeſt light. The reſult 


I was, that the queen immediately laid aſide all her 


ſchemes and viſions of reconciling the two oppolite 5 


intereſts, and entered upon a firm reſolution of ad- 


hering to the old Engliſh principles, from an opini- 


3 on that the adverſe party waited impatiently for her 
| death, upon vie ws little conſiſting (as the language 
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and opinion went then) with the ſafety of the con- 


ſtitution, either in church or ſtate. She, therefore, 
determined to fall into all juſt and proper methods, 


that her miniſters ſhould adviſe her to, for the pre- 
ſervation and continuance of both. This I was 
quickly aſſured of, not only by the lord chancellor 
and lord Bolingbroke, | but by the treaſurer himſelf, 


I confeſs myſelf to have been then thoroughly 


' perſuaded that this incident would perfectly recon- 
cile the miniſters, by uniting them in purſuing one 
| general intereſt; and, conſidering no farther than 
what was fitteſt to be done, I could eafily foreſee 
any objeCtions, or difficulties, that the earl of Oxford | 


would make; I had, for ſome time, endeayoured to | 
cultivate the ſtricteſt friendſhip between him and | 
the general [u], by telling both of them (which | 


happened to be the truth) how kindly they ſpoke of | 
each other; and by convincing the latter of what 
advantage ſuch an union muſt be to her majeſty's ö 
ſervice. There was an affair upon which all our 
friends laid a more than ordinary weight. Among 
the horſe and foot guards appointed to attend on the 
queen's perſon, ſeveral officers took every occaſion, | 
with great freedom and bitterneſs of ſpeech, to revile | 


the miniſtry, upon the ſubject of the peace and the | 
pretender, not without many groſs expreſſions 


againſt the queen herſelf; ſuch as, I ſuppoſe, will N 
Se hardly be thought on or attempted, but certainly not | _ 
| ſuffered, under the preſent powers, Which pro-“ 
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ceeding, beſides the indignity, begot an opinion, 
that her majeſty's perſon might be better guarded 
than by ſuch keepers, who, after attending at court 


or at the levee of the general or firſt miniſter, ad- 


journed, to publiſh their diſaffection in coffee-houſes 
and gaming-ordinaries, without any regard to de- 
cency or truth. It was propoſed, that ten or a 
dozen of the leaſt diſcreet among theſe gentlemen 


ſhould be obliged to ſell their poſts in the guards; 


and that two or three, who had gone the greateſt 
lengths, ſhould have a price fixed for their com- 
miſſions, ſomewhat below the exorbitant rate uſually 
demanded for a few years paſt. The duke of Or- 
mond deſired but ten thouſand pounds to make the 


matter eaſy to thoſe officers who were to ſucceed; 
which ſum, his grace told me, the treaſurer had 


given him encouragement to expect, although he 
pleaded preſent want of money: and I cannot but 
ſay, that, having often, at the duke's deſire, preſſed 


this miniſter to advance the money, he gave me 
ſuch anſwers, as made me think he really intended 

it: but J was quickly undeceived; for, expoſtulating 
ſome days after with him upon the ſame ſubject, 
after great expreſſions of eſteem and friendſhip for 


the duke of Ormond, and mentioning ſome ill-treat- 
ment he had received from his friends, he ſaid, he 
knew not why he ſhould do other people's work. 


|  Thetruth is, that, except the duke, my lord Trevor 


and Mr. ſecretary Bromley, I could not find he had 


one friend left, of any conſequence, in her majeſty” 8 
1 ſervice, The lord chancellor, lord Bolingbroke, and 
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lady Maſbam, openly declared againſt him; to 
whom were joined the biſhop of [o] Rocheſter and 
ſome others. Dartmouth, then privy-ſeal, and Pau- 


let, lord ſteward, ſtood neuters. The duke of 
Shrewſbury hated the treaſurer, but ſacrificed all re- 
ſentments to eaſe, profit, and power; and was then 
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in Jreland acting a part directly oppoſite to the court, | 


which he had ſagacity enough to foreſee might 


quickly turn to account; ſo that the earl of Oxford 


ſtood almoſt ſingle, and every day found a viſible 
declenſion of the queen's favour towards him; which 
he took but little care to redreſs, deſiring nothing ſo . 
much as leave to deliver up his ſtaff: which, how- 
ever, as conjunctures then ftood, he was not able to 


obtain; his adverſaries not having determined where 
to place it: neither was it, upon ſeveral accounts, a 


work ſo proper to be done, while the parliament 


ſate, where the miniſtry had already loſt too much 


reputation, and eſpecially in the houſe of lords. By 
what I could gather from ſeveral diſcourſes with 

the treaſurer, it was not very difficult to find out how 
he reaſoned with himſelf, The church-party con-. 

tinued violentlybent to have ſome neceſſary removals | 
made in the guards, as well as a further change in 
the civil employments through the kingdom. All 
the great officers about the court, or in her majeſty's 
ſervice, except the duke of Shreubury and one or 


two more, were in the ſame opinion; the queen 


& herſelf, ſince her laſt illneſs at Maude, had the like 
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lifbolitions ; ; and, I think, it may appear, from ſe- 
veral paſſages already mentioned, that the blame of 
thoſe delays, ſo often complained of, did not origi- 
nally lie at the earl of Oxford's door. But the ſtate 


1 of things was very much changed by ſcveral inci- 


dents: "the chancellor, lord Belinebrake, and lady 
Mafſham, had entirely forfaken him, upon ſuſpicions | 
I have mentioned before; which, although they 
were founded on miſtake, yet he would never be at 
the pains to clear; and, as he firſt leflened his con- 


| fidence with the queen, by preſſing her upon thoſe 

very points, for which his friends accuſed him that 
they were not performed; fo, upon her change of 
ſentiments, after her recovery, be loſt all favour and 
credit with her, for not ſeconding thoſe new reſo- 


lutions from which ſhe had formerly been ſo averſe, 


| Beſides, he knew, as well as all others who were 
near the court, that it was hardly poſſible the queen 
could ſurvive many months; in which caſe, he muſt 
of neceſlity bring upon him the odium and vengeance 
of the ſucceſſor, and of that party which muſt then 


be predominant, who would quickly unravel all he 
had done: or, if her majeſty ſhould hold out longer 


than it was reaſonable to expect, yet, after having 
done a work that muſt procure him many new ene- 


mies, he could expect nothing but to be diſcharged 


in diſpleaſure. Upon theſe reaſons, he continued 
his excuſes to the duke of Or mond, for not advancing 
the money; and, during the fix laſt months of his 


miniſtry, would enter into no affairs but what im- 


85 mediately concerned ti che E bultnels of his et. I dat 


40 An Enquiry into the Behaviour 
whole period was nothing elſe but a ſcene of mur- 
muring and diſcontent, quarrel and miſunderſtan d- 
ing, animoſity and hatred, between him and his for- 
mer friends. In the mean time, the queen's coun- 
tenance was wholly changed towards him; ſhe com- 
plained of his ſilence and ſullenneſs; and, in return, 
gave him every day freſh inſtances of neglect or 
diſpleaſure. 

The original of this re among the miniſters, 


which had been attended with ſo many ill conſe» | 


quences, began firſt between the treaſurer and lord 
_ Bolingbroke, from the cauſes and incidents Ihave al- 
_ ready mentioned; and might, very probably, have 
been prevented, if the treaſurer had dealt with leſs 
_ reſerve, or the lord Bolingbroke had put that confi- 
dence in him which ſo ſincere a friend might rea- 
ſonably have expected. Neither, perhaps, would 

areconcilement have been an affair of much difficul- 
ty, if their friends on both ſides had not too much 

_ obſerved the common prudential forms of not caring 
| to intermeddle ; which, together with the addition of 
2 ſhrug, was the conftarit anſwer I received from 


| moſt of them, whenever J preſſed them upon the i 


ſubject. I cannot tell whether my lord Trevor may 
be excepted, becauſe I had little acquaintance with 
him, although I am inclined to the negative. Mr. 
Prior, who was much loved and eſteemed by them 


both, as he well deſerved, upon the account of | 


every virtue that can qualify a man for private con- 
verſation, might have been the propereſt perſon for 


ſuch a work, if he could have thought it to conſiſt 


With 
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with the prudence of a conrtier : but, however, he 
was abſent in France at tholc junclures when it was 


chiefly neceſſary. And, to 117 the truth, moſt per- 
ſons had ſo avowedly declared tnemſclves on one 


ſide or the other, that theſe two great men had 


* hardly a common friend left except myſelf, I had 


ever been treated with great kindneſs by them both; 
and I conceived, that what I wanted in weight ind 


credit might be made up with ſincerity and. freedoas; 
The former they never doubted, and the latter they 
had conſtant experience of: I had managed between 
them for almoſt two years; and their candour was 
ſo great, that they had not the leaſt jealouſy or ſuſ- 


picion of me. And 1 thought I had done wonders, 
when, upon the queen's being laſt at Mindſor, I put 
them in a coach to go thither by appointment with | 


out other company; where they would have four 
hours time to come to a good underſtanding ; but, 
in two days after, I learned from chem detn, that 
nothing was done. 


There had been three biſhopricks for ſome time 


voacant in Jreland; and I had prevailed on the earl 
of Oxford, that one of them ſhould be divided. 


Accordingly four divines of that kingdom were 


named to the queen, and approved by her; but, 


upon ſome difficulties not worth mentioning, the 
queen's mandatory letters to Ireland had been de- 


] layed: I preſſed the treaſurer every week while her 
majeſty was at Windſor, and every day after her re- 
turn to finiſh this affair, as a point of great conſe- 


quence to the church in that kingdom; and, grow- 
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ing at length impatient of ſo many excuſes, I fell 
into ſome paſſion, when his lordſhip freely told 
me, that he had been earneſt with the queen, upon 


that matter, about ten times the laſt fortnight, 
but without effect; and that he found his credit 
wholly at an end. This happened about eleven 


weeks before the queen died: and, two nights : 


after, ſitting with him and lord Bolingbroke, in lady 


Maſbam's lodging: at S“. James's, for ſome hours, 


I told the treaſurer, that, having Gofpared of any 
reconciliation between them, I had only Raid ſome 


time longer to forward the diſpoſal of thoſe biſhop- 


Tricks in . which fince his lordſhip told me 
was out of his power, I now reſolved to retire im- 
mediately, as from an evil I could neither help to 


redreſs, nor endure the ſight of: That, before I 


left them, I defired they ould anſwer me two 
queſtions : firſt, whether theſe miſchiefs might not 
be remedied in two minutes? and, ſecondly, whe- 
ther, upon the preſent foot, the miniſtry would 
not be infallibly ruined in two months? Lord 
: Bolingbroke anſwered to each queſtion in the affir- | 
mative, and approved of my reſolution to retire; | 
but the treaſurer, after his manner, evaded both, 
and only defired me to dine with him next day, 
However, I immediately went down to a friend in 
Berkſhire, to await the iſſue, which ended in the 
removal of my lord treaſurer, and, three Cars after, 


in her majeſty's death. 
Thus I have, with ſome pains, fecallefted ſeve- 


ral paſſages, which I thou ght were moſt material, 


er 
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for the ſatisfaction of thoſe who appear ſo much at 
a loſs upon the unaccountable quarrels of the late 
miniſtry. For, indeed, it looked like a riddle, to 
ſee perſons of great and undiſputed abilities called 


buy the queen to her ſervice, in the place of others 
with whole proceedings ſhe was diſguſted, and 
woith great ſatisfaction to the clergy, the landed 
intereſt, and body of the people, running, on a 
ſudden, into ſuch a common beaten court-track of 


ruin, by diviſions among themſelves; not only 


without a viſible cauſe, but with the ſtrongeſt ap- 


pearances to the contrary, and without any refuge 
to the uſual excuſe of evil inſtruments, or cunning 
adverſaries, to blow the coals of diſſenſion; for the 
work was entirely their own. 

I impute the cauſe of theſe misfortunes to the 
queen, who, from the variety of hands ſhe had 


E employ ed, and reaſonings ſhe had heard, ſince her 


coming to the crown, was grown very fond of 


modcrating ſchemes, which, as things then ſtood, 
were by no means reducible to practice; ſhe had 


likewiſe a good ſhare of that adherence to her own 
opinions, which is uſually charged upon her ſex. 


And, laſtly (as have before abferved), having receiv- 

| ed ſome hints that ſhe had formerly been too much 
governed, ſhe grew very diffcult to be adviſed. 

The next in fault, was the treaſurer, who, not 


being able to influence the queen in many points, 


| with relation to party, which his friends and the 
kingdom ſeemed to have much at heart, would 
| needs take all the blame on himſelf, from a known. 


principle 
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principle of ſtate- prudence, that a firſt miniſter 
muſt always preſerve the reputation of power: but 
I have ever thought, that there are few maxims in 
politics, which, at ſome conjunctures, may not be 
very liable to an exception. The queen was by 
no means inelined to make many changes in em- 
ployments; ſhe was poſitive in her nature, and 


extremely given to delay. And ſurely theſe were 


no proper qualities for a chief miniſter to perſonate 
towards his neareſt friends, who were brought into 
employment upon very different views and pro- 
miſes. Nor could any reputation of power be worth 
preſerving at the expence of bringing ſincerity in- 
to queſtion, I remember, upon a Saturday, when 
the miniſters and one or two friends of the treaſurer 
cConſtantly met to dine at his houſe, one of the 
company attacked him very warmly, on account 
that a certain lord, who perpetually oppoſed the 
queen's meaſures, was not diſmiſſed from a great 
employment, which, beſides other advantages, gave 


that lord the power of chuſing ſeveral members of | 


| parliament. The treaſurer evaded the matter with | 
his uſual anſwer, that this was whipping-day : 1 
upon which the ſecretary Bilingbroke, turning to 


me, ſaid, It was a ſtrange thing that my lord Ox- | 


Ford would not be ſo kind to his friends, and fo juſt | 
to his own innocence, as to vindicate himſelf 
where he had no blame; for, to his knowledge I 
and the chancellor's (who was then allo preſent), 
the treaſurer had frequently and earneſtly moved 
the n upon that very points without effect: 
— where- 


OR 


is 
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whereupon this miniſter, finding himſelf preſſed fo 


far, told the company, that he had at laſt prevailed 


with her majeſty, and the thing would be done in 


two days, which followed accordingly. I mention 


this fact as an inſtance of the ear] of Oxford's diſ- 2. 


polition to preſerve ſome reputation of power in 
himſelf, and remove all blame from the queen; 
and this, to my particular knowledge, was a fre- 

quent caſe ; but how far juſtifiable in point of pru- 
dence, I have already given my opinion. However, 
the treaſurer's friends were yet much more to 
blame than himſelf: he had abundance of merit 
with them all, not only upon account of the pub- 


lick, the whole change of the miniſtry having been 
effected, without any intervention of theirs, by him 
and lady Maſßbam; but, likewiſe, from the conſe- 
quence of that change, whereby the greateſt em- 
| ployments of tne kingdom were divided among 


them; and therefore, in common juſtice as well as 


prudence, they ought to have been more indulgent 


to his real filing, rather than ſuſpect him of ima- 


ginary ones, as they often did, through ignorance, 
refinement, or miſtake: and I mention it to the 
| honour of the ſecretary. Bolingbrote, as well as of 
the treaſurer, that, having myſelf, upon many oc- 
caſions, joined with the former in quarrelling with 
the earl's conduct upon certain points, the ſecre- 
tary would, in a little time after, frankly 0 own that 
he was altogether miſtaken, 


Laſtly, I cannot excuſe the remiſſneſs of thoſe, 


whoſe buſineſs it ſhould have been, as it certainly 


4 ED; EE, 
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was theis intereſt, to have interpoſed their good 
offices for healing this unhappy breach among the 
miniſters: but of this I have already ſpoken, 


CHAPTER IE: 
Written about a Y EAR after. 


AVING proceeded thus far, T thought it 
would be unneceſſary to ſay any thing upon 
the other head, relating to the deſign of bringing 
in the pretender : for,: u upon the earl of Oxfard' 
impeachment, the gentlemen of the prevailing ſide 
aſſured me, that the whole myſtery would be ſoon 
laid open to the world, and were ready to place the 
merit of their cauſe upon that iſſue: this diſcovery 
we all expected from the Report of the Secret 
Committee: but, when that treatiſe appeared 
(whoever were the compilers), we found it to be 
rather the work of a luxuriant fancy, an abſolute 

| ſkate- pamphlet a arguing for a cauſe, than a dry re- 
cital of facts or a tranſcript of letters; and, for 
what related to the pretender, the authors con- 
tented themſelves with informing the publick, that 


the whole intrigue was . carried on in per- 1 
ſonal treaties = tween the earl of Oxford and the 


abbe Gualtier, which muſt needs be a doctrine hard | 
of digeſtion to thoſe who have the leaſt knowledge | 
either of the earl or the abbe, or upon what foot 
the latter fogd: at chat time with the Engliſh mi- 
— 2 FE niltry 


yd the Quern's La/? Miniflry. 47 
niſtry : J conceive that whoever is at diſtance 


enough to be out of fear either of a vote or a meſ- 
ſenger, will be as eaſily brought to believe all the 


popiſh legends together. And to make ſuch an 


aſſertion, in a public report delivered to the houſe 
of commons, without the leaſt attempt to prove 


it, will ſome time or other be reckoned ſuch a ſtrain 


upon truth and probability as is hard to be equal- 
led in a Spaniſh romance. I think, it will be al- 


lowed, that the articles of high treaſon drawn up 


azainſt the earl were not altogether founded upon 
the report, or at leaſt that thoſe important hints 


about bringing in the pretcnder were more proper 


materials to furniſh out a pamphlet than an im- 
peachment ; ſince this accuſation hath no part even 
among the high crimes and miſdemeanors. _ | 

But, notwithſtanding all this, and that the carl 


of Oxford, after two years reſidence in the Tower, 
was at length diſmiſſed without any trial; yet the 

reproach {till went on, that the queen's laſt mi- 

niftry, in concert with their miſtreſs, were deeply 
engaged in a deſign to ſet the pretender upon the 
| throne. The cultivating of which accuſation I im- 
pute to the great goodneſs of thoſe in power, who 
| are fo gracious to aſſien a reaſun, or at leaſt give 


a countenance for that ſudden and univerſal ſweep 


| they thought fit to make on their firſt appearance: 
| wherezs they might as well have ſpared that cere- 
| mony, by a ſhort recourſe to the royal prerogative, 


which gives every prince a liberty of chuling what 
ſervants he will. 158 


There 
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| There are two points which I believe myſelf 


able to make out. Firſt, that neither the late 
queen nor her miniſters did ever entertain a deſign 
of bringing in the pretender during her majeſty's 
life, or that he ſhould ſucceed after her deceaſe. 
Secondly, that, if they conceived ſuch a deſign, 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to proſecute it from the 
firſt year of their ts. becauſe, for at Jeaft a 
year before the queen's death, it was impoſſible to 
| have put ſuch a deſign in execution. 
1 muſt premiſe wi th three circumſtances, which 


| have a great effect on me, and mult have the like 
upon thoſe among my friends who have any toler- 
able opinion of my veracity, and it is only to thoſe 


that I offer them. 


1 remember, during the late treaty « of peace, diſ- 


courſing at ſeveral times with ſome very eminent 
perſons of the oppoſite fide, with whom J had long 
acquaintance, I aſked them ſeriouſly, whether they 


or any of their friends did in earneſt believe, or 


ſuſpect, the queen or the miniſtry to have any fa- 
vourable regards towards the pretender ? They all 
confeſſed, for themſelves, that they believed no- 
thing of the matter; and particularly a perſon, at 
preſent in -reat employment, ſaid to me, with 
much frankneſs, „ You ſet up the Church and 
* Sacheverel againſt us, and we ſet up Trade and 
| * the Pretender againſt you.“ : 
The ſecond point I would obſerve is hs that, 
FEA Sa the courſe of the late miniſtry, upon occa- 
hon of the libels every day thrown about, T had 
the 
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the curioſity to aſk almoſt every perſon in great em- 
ployment, whether they knew, or had heard, of 
any one particular man (except thoſe who profeſ- 
ſed to be nonjurors) that diſcovered the leaſt incli- 
nation towards the pretender ; and the whole num 
ber they could muſter up did not amount to above 
five or fix, among which one was a certain old 
lord lately dead, and one a private gentleman, of 
little conſequence, and of a broken fortune: yet TI 
do not believe myſelf to have omitted any one great 
man that came in my way, except the duke of 
Buckingham, in whoſe company I never was above 
one or twice at moſt: I am, therefore, as confi- 
dent as a man can be of any truth which will not 
admit a demonſtration, that, upon the queen's 
death, if we except papiſts and nonjurors, there 


I 
+ all ranks, who had any thoughts of the pretender, 


and among theſe, not ſix of any quality or conſe- 


* quence: but how it hath come to paſs that ſeveral | 
: 


millions are ſaid to have ſince changed their ſenti- 
ments, it ſhall not be my part to enquire, | 


The laſt point is of the ſame ſtrain, and 1 fir 


it, like the two former, to convince only thoſe who 
are willing to believe me on my own word; that, 
having been, for the ſpace of almoſt four years, 
| very nearly and perpetually converſant with thoſe | 
| who had the greateſt ſhare of power, and this in 
| their times of leiſure as well as buſineſs, 1 could 
never hear one ſingle word to be let fall in favour 


of the e although I was curious Oy 
Vor. XVI. 1 — E 
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to obſerve, in a particular manner, what paſſed 


upon that ſubject. And I cannot but think, that, 


if ſuch an affair had been in agitation, I muſt have 


had either very bad luck, or a very ſmall ſhare of 


common underſtanding, not to have diſcovered 
ſome grounds, at leaſt, for ſuſpicion : becauſe 1 
never yet knew a miniſter of ftate, or indeed any 
other man, ſo great a maſter of ſecrecy, as to be 
able, among thoſe he nearly converſed with, wholly 
to conceal his opinions, however he may cover his | 
deſigus. This I ſay, upon a ſuppoſition that they | 
_ would have held on the maſk always before me, | 

which, however, 1 have no reaſon to believe. 
And, I confeſs, it is with the expence of ſome pa- 
tience that I hear this matter ſummarily determined 


by thoſe who had no advantages of knowing any 


thing that pafſed, otherwiſe than what they found 
in a libel or a coffee-houſe ; or, at beſt, from ge- 
neral reaſonings built upon miſtaken facts. Now, 


although what I have hitherto ſaid upon this point 


can have no influence further than my own perſo- 
nal credit reachech, yet, I confels, I thall never be 


brought to change my opinion, till ſome one, who 


had more opportunities than I, will be able to pro- 


duce any ſingle particular en the letters, the dif- 


coutſes, or the actions of thoſe miniſters, as a 
proof of what they alledge, which hath not yet 
been attempted or pretended. 
But, I believe, there may be ſeveral arguments 
of another nature produced, which can make it 
very evident, to thoſe who will hear reaſon, that 


the 
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the queen's miniſters never had it in their thoughts | 


to alter the ſucceſſion of the crown. 


For, firſt, when her majeſty bad determined to 
change her ſervants, it is very well known that 
thoſe, whom ſhe appointed to ſucceed them, were 


g generally accounted favourers of what is called the 


low-church party; not only my lords Oxford, | 
Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, but a great majority of 
the reſt: among which I can immediately name 


4 the dukes of Shretuſbury, Newcaſtle, and Argyle; 
the earls of Peterborough, Rivers, Strefford, Hay, 


and Orrery; the lords Manſel and Maſbam, with 


ſeveral others whom I cannot at preſent recollect. 


Whereas, of the other party, the dukes of Ormond 


and Buckingham, and the earl of Dartmouth, were 


the only perſons introduced at firſt, and very few 


' afterwards: which, I ſuppoſe, will clearly evince, 


that the bringing in of the pretender was not the 


N original ſcheme of ſuch miniſters, and that they 


were by no means proper inſtruments for ſuch a 
work. 


And whoever knew any thing of the queen 's dif- 


1 poſition muſt believe ſhe had no inclinations at all 
in favour of the pretender: ſhe was highly and 
publicly diſpleafed with my lord Balingbroke, be- 
' Cauſe he was feen under the fame roof with that 
| perſon at an opera, when his lordſhip was ſent to 
| France upon fome difficulties about the peace: her 


majeſty ſaid, that he ought immediately to hure 


| withdrawn, upon the appearance of the other; 


1 wherein, | 
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wherein, to ſpeak with freedom, I think her judgy 
ment was a little miſtaken. And, at her toilet, | 


among her women, when mention happened to be 


made of the chevalier, ſhe would frequently let fall 
expreſſions of ſuch a nature, as made it manifeſt 
how little ſhe deſerved thoſe reproaches which 
| have been caſt on her fince her death, upon that 

account. 


Beſides, I have already aid, that her majeſty 


began thoſe changes at court for no other cauſe 


than her perſonal diſpleaſure againſt a certain fa- 


mily, and their allies; and from the hope ſhe had 
to obtain a peace, by the removal of ſome whoſe 


intereſt it was to obſtruct it: That, when the for- 
mer chancellor, preſident, and others came to her, 


determined to deliver up their employments, ſhe 
preſſed them ſomewhat more than it became her 


dignity, to continue in their ſtations ; of which, I 


ee, my lord Cowper is yet a living witneſs. 


I am forced to repeat, what I have before ob- 


: tool. that it was with the utmoſt difficulty ſhe 
could be ever perſuaded to diſmiſs any perſon upon 
the ſcore of party; and that ſhe drove her miniſters 
into the greateſt diſtreſs, upon my lord - Notting- 
ham's vote againſt any peace without Spain, for 
want of ſpeaking to one or two depending lords, 


although with. the laſt danger of breaking the mea- 


| fures ſhe was moſt fond of towards ſettling the re- 
| poſe of Europe. She had, beſides, upon the re- 
908 moval of the ducheſs of Markberaugh, choſen ano- 


ther 
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ther great lady [p] to ſucceed, who quickly grew 
into higher credit than all her miniſters together : 


a lady openly profeſſing the utmoſt averſion from 


the perſons, the principles, and meaſures of thoſe 
| who were then in power, and excelling all, even 
of her own ſex, in every art of inſinuation: and 
| this her majeſty thought fit to do, in oppoſition to 
the ſtrongeſt repreſentations that could poſſibly be 
made to der, of the inconveniences which would 
| enſue, Her only objection againſt ſeveral clergy- 


men, recommended to her for promotions in the 
church, was their being too violent in party. 


And a lady, in high 3 with her, bath fre- 
quently aſſured me, that, whenever ſhe moved the 


queen to diſcard ſome perſons, who, upon all oc- 


| cafions, with great virulence, oppoſed the court, her 
3 maj jeſty would conſtantly refuſe, and, at the fame 


time, condemn her for too much party-zeal. 


But, beſide all this, there never was a more ſtale 1 


or antiquated cauſe than that of the pretender, at 


| the time when her majeſty choſe her laſt miniſters, 
who were moſt of them children or youths when 


King James II. abdicated: they found a prince 


| upon the throne, before they were of years to 
trouble themſelves with ſpeculations upon govern- 


ment; and, conſequently, could have no ſcruples 


| of aliens | in ſubmitting to the preſent powers, 
ſince they hardly remembered any other. And, 
truly, this Was in dener the caſe of the whole 8 
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kingdom : for the adherents of king Fames It. were 
all either dead or in exile, or fink in obſcurity, 


laden with years and want; fo that, if any guilt 
were contracted by the Revolution, it was gene- 
rally underſtood that our anceſtors were only to 
_ anſwer for it. And I am conficent, with an ex- 
: ception to — 1 J nonjurors, there was not one 
man in ten thouſand, through England, who had 
other ſentiments, Nor can the contrary opinion 
de defended, by arguing the prodigious diſaffection 
at preſent, becauſe the ſame thing hath happened | 
before from the ſame cauſes, in our own country, 
and within the memory of man, OMe not with 
the ſame event. 


But ſuch a diſaffetion 3 hardly have been E: 


. raiſed againſt an abſent prince, who was only in | 
expectation of the throne ; and, indeed, I cannot 


but reckon it as a very ſtrong argument for the 


good diſpoſition, both in the miniſtry and king- 
dom, towards the houſe of Hauover, that, during 
my lord Oxford's adminiſtration, there was never 


thrown out the leaſt reflexion againſt that illuſtri- 


ous houſe, in any libel or pamphlet; which would | 
| bardly have happened, if the ſmall party-writers | 
could have thought, that, by ſuch a performance, - 

- they wou'd have made their court to thoſe in 
power; and which would certainly have been a 
very uſeful preliminary, if any attempt had been. 


intended towards altering the ſucceſſion to the 


crown. But, however, to ſay the truth, invec- 
tives againſt the abſent, and with whom we have 


: nothing 
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nothing to do, although they may render perſons 


little and conteinptible; can hardly make them odi- 
ous : for hatred is produced by motives of a very 


ALifferent nature, as experience hath ſhewn. And, 


although politicians affirm it more eligible for a 


prince to be hated than deſpiſed, yet that maxim is 


better calculated for an abſolute. monarchy than for 


the climate of England. But I am ſenſible this is 


a digreſſion; therefore I return. 
The treaties made by her majeſty with Franc: 


and Spain were calculated, in ſeveral points, di- 


realy againſt the pretender, as he hath now found 


to his coſt, and as it is manjfeſt to al! the world, 


Neither could any thing be more ſuperficial than 
the politicks of thoſe who could bz brought to think 


that the regent of France would ever engage in 


meaſures againſt the preſent king of England; and 


ho the grimace of an ambaſlador's taking or not 
taking his public character, as in the cafe of the 
| earl of Stairs, ſhould ferve fo long for an amuſe- 
ment, cannot ſufficiently be wondered at. What 
| can be plainer than that the chief intereſt of the 
| duke of Orleans is woven and twiſted with that of 
king George; and this, whether jt ſhall be thought 
convenient to ſuffer the young king of France to 
live longer, or not? For, in the fecond cafe, the 


regent perfectly agrees with our prefent king in 


| this particular circumſtance, that the whole order 
of ſucceſſion hath been broken for his fake; by = 
which means he likewiſe will be encumbered with 


A Pretender, and thereby . upon the 
. Anek 
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e motives, to prevent the union of France 


and Spain under one monarch. And, even in the 
other caſe, the chance of a boy's life, and his leaving 
heirs-male of his body, is ſo dubious, that the hopes 
of a crown to che regent, or his children, will cer- 
tainly keep that prince, as long as his power con- 
tinues, very firm in his alliance With England. 

And, as this deſign was originally intended and 
wowed by the queen's miniſters, in their treaties | 
with France and Spain, ſo the events have fully 


anſwered in every particular, The preſent King 5 
ſucceeded to theſe crowns with as hearty and univer- 
ſal a diſpoſition of the people, as could poffibly con- 

ſiſt with the grief for the loſs of ſo gracious and ex- 


cellent a princeſs as her late majeſty. The parliament 
was moſt unanimous in doing every thing that could 


- endear them to a new monarch. The general peace 


did entirely put an end to any deſign which France 


or Spain might probably have laid to make a diver- 
ſion by an invaſion upon Scotland, with the preten- 
der at the head, in caſe her majeſty had happened to 
die during the courſe of the war: and, upon the 
death of the jate French king, the duke of Orleans = 
| fell immediately into the ſtricteſt meaſures with | 
England; as thefqueen and her miniſters eaſily 
foteſaw it would be neceſſary for him to do, from 
every reaſon that could regard his own intereſt, 
If the queen had died but a ſhort time before the 
peace, and either of the two great powers engaged 


againſt us had thought fit to have thrown ſome. 


D troops into Scotland, although it could not have been | 


2 very 


a | the States, his waſters, of all her mary 8 proceed- 
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a very agreeable circumſtance to a ſucceſſor and a 
ſtranger, yet the univerſal inclinations at that time 


in England towards the houſe of Hanover would, in 


all probability, have prevented the conſequences of 
' ſuch an enterprize. But, on the other fide, if the 


war had continued a year longer than her majeſty's 
life, and the ſame cauſes had been applied to produce 
the ſame effects upon the affections of the people, 


\ theilſue muſt inevitably have been either a long and 
bloody civil war, or a ſudden revolution. So that 


no incident could have arrived more effectual, to 


fortify the preſent king's title, and ſecure his poſſeſ- 
ſion, than that very peace ſo much exploded by one 
4 party, and fo juſtly celebrated by the other; in con- 


tinuing to declare which opinions, under the preſent 


| ſituation of things, it is not very improbable that 


they may both be in jeſt; --- 
But, if any articles of that peace were like to en- 


danger the proteſtant ſucceſſion, how could it come 
to paſs that the Dutch, who were guarantees of that 
ſucceſſion, and valued for zealous defenders of it, 
' ſhould be fo ready with their offers to comply with 
every article, and this for no greater a reward than 
a ſhare in the Aſſiento trade, which the oppoſers of 


peace repreſented to be only a trifle ? That the fact 
is true I appeal to monſieur de Buys, who, upon ſome 


difficulties the miniſtry were under by the ear! 
of Notting bam's vote againſt any peace while Spain 
continued in the Bour ban family, undertook to make 


that matter eaſy, by getting a full approbation from 
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I can add this further, that, ſome months after the 
concluſion of the peace, and amidſt all the appearing 


diſcontents of the Dutch, a gentleman, who had long 
reſided in Holland, and was occaſionally employed 
by the miniſters here, aſſured me that he had power 
from the penfioner to treat with the earl of Oxford, 
about ſending hither an extraordinary embaſſy from 


Holland, to declare that the States were fully ſatisfied 
with the whole plan, of the peace, upon certain 


conditions, which were eaſy and honourable, and 
| ſuch as had no relation at all to the pretender. How 
this happened to fail, I never enquired, nor had any 
diſcourſe about it with thoſe in power. For then 
| their affairs were growing deſperate, by the earl of 
Oxford's declination in the queen's favour z both 


which be came ſo public, as well as her majeſty's bad 
ſtate of health, that, I ſuppoſe, thoſe circumſtances 


might eaſily cool the Dutch poiiticians in that 
: purſuit. 


1remember to have heard! it objected . the 


late miniſtry, as an inſtance of their inclination 
towards the pretender, that they were careleſs in 
cultivating a good correſpondence with the houſe of 
Hanover, And, on the other fide, I know very well 

| what continual pains were employed to ſatisfy and 


inform the elector and his miniſters in every ſtep 
taken by her majeſty, and what offers were made to 


| his highneſs for any further ſecurities of the ſucceſ- 


fion in him and bis family, that could conſiſt with 


| the honour and ſafety of the queen. T0 this pur- 
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po "fe were all the inſtructions given to earl Rivers, 


Mr. Thomas Harley, lord Clarthden, and ſome others. 
But all endeavours were rendered abortive by a 
* fooliſh circumſtance, which hath often made me re- 
member the common obſervation, of the greateſt 


events depending frequently upon the loweſt, vileſt, 


and obſcureſt cauſes : and this is never more verified 


than. in courts, and the iſſues of public affairs, 
| whereof I could produce, from my own knowledge 


| ' and obſervation, three or four very ſurprizing in- 


| ſtances. I have ſeen an old [] bedmaker, by offi- 
| ciouſl going to one door when gratitude as well as 
common ſenſe ſhould have ſent her to another, be- 


_ -xpence of ſome thouſand lives, and ſeveral millions 
of money, I have known as great an event from 
the ſtupidity, or wilfulneſs, of a beggarly Dutchman 


| [+], who lingered on purpoſe half an hour at a viſit, 
when he had "oromiſed to be ſomewhere elſe, Of no 
greater dignity was that circumſtance, which render- 

ed ineffectual all endeavours of the late miniſtry to 


ctabliſt themſelves in the good graces of the court 


of Hanover, as I ſhall particularly relate in another 


work. It may ſuffice to hint at preſent, that a delay ; 
in conveying a very inconſiderable ſum to a very in- 
; | confiderable French Us vagrant, gave the opportu- 


171 Ig Foiſſen, neceſſ. nen to the Queen, n to that 


employment by my lady Maſpam. 


[1] Carew lord Hunſden, born and bred in en 5 
{s] Robitban, then at Hanover, cut in the ſervice of ſome other Ger- 
man prince, it is not kno vn 9 yo got into lome credit with we 
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nity to a more induſtrious party, of corrupting chat 
channel through which all the ideas of the diſpoſi- 
tions and Jefiens of the queen, the miniſters, and 


the whole Britiſh nation, were conveyed. 


'The ſecond point which I conceive myſelf able 
to make out, is this: that, if the queen's miniſters 
had, with or without the knowledge of their 


miſtreſs, entertained any thoughts of altering the | 
' ſucceſſion in favour of the pretender, it was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for them to have begun, and proſe- 


cuted that deſign, as ſoon as s they « came Into her 1 
majeſty's ſervice. 


There were two dicse which would have 
made it neceſſary for them to have loſt no time. 
Firſt, becauſe it was a work that could not poſſibly 


be done on a ſudden. For the whole nation, al- 


moſt to a man, excepting profeſſed nonjurors, had 


. conceived the utmoſt abhorrence of a popiſh ſucceſ- 
| for, And, as I have already obſerved, the ſcruple of 


conſcience, upon the point of loyalty, was wholly 


confined to a few antiquated nonjurors, who lay 
ſtarving in obſcurity, So that, in order to have 
brought ſuch an affair about in a parliamentary way, 
ſome years muſt have been employed to turn the 


dent of the nation, to have rendered one perſon odi- 


ous and another amiable; neither of which is to be 
ſoon compaſſed towards abſent princes, unleſs by 
comparing them with thoſe of whom we have | had 


experience, which was not ther the caſe. 


The other circumſtance was, the bad condition 


ef the queen's health; her majeſty growing every 
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day more unweildy, and the gout, with other diforders, 


increaſing on her; ſo that whoever was near the 
court, for about the two laſt years of her reign, 


might boldly have fixed the period of her life to a 


very few months, without pretending to propheſy. 


And how little a time the miniſters had for fo great 
a work as that of changing the ſucceſſion of the 


crown, and how difficult the very attempt would 


have been, may be judged from the umbrage taken 
by ſeveral lords of the church party, in the laſt year 
of her reign, who appeared under an apprehenſion: 


that the very quarrels among the miniſters might 


poſſibly be of ſome diſadvantage to the houſe f 
Hanovir. And the univerſal declaration, both 


among lords and commons, at that time, as well in 
favour of the elector as againſt the pretender, are 
an argument, beyond all conviction, that ſome years 


muſt have been ſpent in altering the diſpoſitions of 
the people. Upon this occaſion, I ſhall not ſoon 


forget what a great miniſter then ſaid to me, and | 
which I have been ſince aſſured was likewiſe the 


duke of Shrewſbury's opinion, That there could be 


no doubt of the eleor's undiſturbed ſucceſſion z but 
the chief difficulty lay in the future diſaffection of 
the church, and people, and landed intereſt, from 
that univerſal change of men and meaſures, which 

he foreſaw would arrive. And it muſt be, to all 


impartial men, above a thouſand witneſſes, how in- 
nocent her majeſty's ſervants were upon this article; 


that, knowing ſo well through what channels all 


favour was to paſs upon the queen's demiſe, they⸗ 5 
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by their coming into power, had utterly, and for 
ever, broken all meaſures with the oppoſite party ; 
and that, in the beginning of their adminiſtration, 
there wanted not, perhaps, certain favourable junc- 
tures, which ſome future circumitances would not 
have failed to cultivate ; yet their actions ſhewed 


them ſo far from any view towards the pretender, | 
that they neglected purſuing thoſe meaſures which 


they had condtant) y in their power, not only of fe- 
curing themſelves, but the intereſt of the church, 


without any violence to the proteſtant ſucceſſion in 


tne perſon of the elector. And this unhappy neglect 


I take to have been the only diſgrace of their mini- 
ſtry. To prevent this evil was, I confeſs, the chief 
point wherein all my little politicks terminated ; and 
the methcds were caſy and obvious. But whoever 
does about to gain favour with a prinee by a readi- 
nels to enlarge his prerogative, although out of 
principle and opinion, ought to provide that he be 
not outbid by another party, however profeſſing a 
contrary principle. For I never yet read or heard 
of any party acting in oppoſition to the true intereſt 
of their country, whatever republican denomina- 
tions they affected to be diſtinguiſhed by, who would 
not be contented to chaffer public liberty for perfo- 
nal power, or for an opportunity of gratifying their 
revenge, Of which truth Greece and Rome, as well 


as many other ſtates, will furniſh plenty of examples, 
This reflexion I could not well forbear, although it 


may be of little uſe further than to diſcover my own 
reſentment, And yet, perhaps, that misfortune 


ou ught 


P £ . * . 4 8 
- 5 * r 1 
2 £ * * rn — as... " 
2 * eee 1 ö SES * 


the throne, 


of the Queen's Laſt Miniſtry. ; 62 
ought rather to be imputed to the want of concert 
and confidence, than of prudence or courage. 


I muſt here take notice of an accuſation charged 

upon the late miniſtry, by the houſe of commons, 

that they put a lie, or falſehood, into the queen's 
mouth, to be delivered to her parliament, . Mr. 
\ Thomas Harley was ſent to the elector of Hanover 
with inſtructions, to offer his highneſs any further 
ſecurities, for ſettling the ſucceſſion in him and his 
family, that could conſiſt with her majeſty's honour 
and ſafety, This gentleman writ a letter to the ſe- 
| cretary of ſtate, a little before his return from Han- 
- over, ſignifying, in direct terms, that the eleCtor ex- 
preſſed himſelf ſatisfied in the queen's procecdings, 
and deſired to live in confidence with her. 
to the ſame purpoſe to one of the under: ſecretaties, 
and mentioned the fact as a thing that much pleaſed 
him, and what he deſired might be as public 2s 
\ poſſible, 
queen, as ſhe had reaſon to ſuppoſe, being ſuffci- 

7 ently authorized by this notice from her 1 2 
made mention of that information in a ſpeech from 
If the fact were a lie, it is what I have 
not heard Mr. Harley to have been charged with. 
From what hath ſince paſſed in the world, I ſhould 
indeed be inclined to grant it might have been a 
compliment in his highneſs, and perhaps underſtood 
to be fo by the queen; but, without queſtion, her 


He wric 


Both theſe letters I have read; 


| N majeſty had a fair excuſe to take the elector accord- 


5 ing to the literal meaning of his words. 
. Wis be lo, the | imputation of falſehood muſt ren. ain, 
; | wh ere 


and the 


And, if 


3 
x 
l 
/ 
4 
4 
jd 
y 


— n R 


14 
| 
5 


Ac. 24 
* — . : 2 2 
r ns ens A ͤ 


— 


— — conan — 
— RR — — — — - - of» . — 
— — — — gta 
: TP . 3 
9 — — — — 4 2 
" r ii — 


1 ——— 
8 
— 
— ä — — 
wat 2 
«„ — — 
B 
—— — a 


64 An Exqyiny into the Behaviour 


where theſe accuſers of that excellent nn 


veracity will, I ſuppoſe, not profeſs (at leaſt) an 


inclination to place it. 
I am very willing to mention the point, wherelh; 


as I ſaid, all my little politicks terminated, and 
wherein I may pretend to know that the miniſters | 

were of the ſame opinion; and would have put it in 
practice, if it had pleaſed God to let them continue 


to act with any kind of unanimity. 
I have already obſerved how well it was known 


at court what meaſures the elector intended to fol- 


low, whenever his ſuccefſion ſhould take place : and 
what hands he would employ in the adminiſtration 


of his affairs. I have likewiſe mentioned ſome facts 


and reaſons, which influenced and fixed his highneſs 
in that determination, notwithſtanding all poſſible 
endeavours to divert him from it. Now if we con- | 
fider the diſpoſitions of England, at that time, when 


_ almoſt the whole body of the clergy, a vaſt majority | 
of the landed intereſt, and of the people in genera], | 
were of the church-party ; it muſt be granted that 


one or two acts, which might have paſſed in ten 
days, would have put it utterly out of the power of 


the ſucceſſor to have procured a houſe of commons 
of a different ſtamp, and this with very little dimi- 
nution to the prerogative; which acts might have 


deen only temporary, For the uſual arts to gain 
parliaments can hardly be applied with ſucceſs after 
the election, againſt a majority, at leaſt, of three in 


four; becauſe che trouble and expence would be too 
great, beſide the loſs of reputation. For, neither 


could 
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could flick a number of members find their account 
in point of profit, nor would the crown be at ſo 
much charge and hazard merely for the fake of go- 
verning by a ſmall party, againſt the bent and ge- 
nius of the nation. And, as to all attempts of 
influencing electors, they would have been ſuffici- _ 
ently provided for by the ſcheme intended. I ſup- 
poſe it need not be added, that the government of 


Z8 England cannot move a ſtep while the houſe of 


commons continues to diſlike proceedings, or per- 


ſons employed, at leaſt i in an age where parliaments 


an are grown fo frequent, and are made ſo neceſſary : 
on | 


whereas a miniſter is but the creature of a day; 


| and a houſe of lords hath been modelled in many 
\ reigns, by enlarging the number, a as well as by other 
obvious expedients, 


The judicious reader will ſoon 3 how 


vided againſt the power and influence of a court, 


or miniſtry, in future elections, without the leaſt 
5 injury to the ſucceſſion, and even without the mo- 
dern invention of perpetuating themſelves; which, 
however, I mult needs grant to be one of the moſt 
effectual, 

I have | 
For the long parliament under king Charles I, al- 
though it ſhould be allowed of good authority, 5 
Will hardly amount to an example, 


vigorous, and reſolute proceedings that 
yet met with in reading or information. 


1 muſt again urge and repeat, that thoſe who 


ö charge the carl of Oxford, and the reft of that mi- 
{ * with a tt of altering the lucecion of 
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the crown in favour of the pretender, will, per- 
haps, be at ſome difficulty to fix the time when 
that deſign was in agitation: for, if ſuch an at- 
tempt had begun with their power, it is not eaſy 
to affign a reaſon why it did not ſucceed ; becauſe. 
there were certain periods when her majeſty and 
her ſervants were extremely popular, and the houſe 
of Haucver not altogether ſo much, upon account 
of ſome behaviour and management in one or two 
of their miniſters here, and ſome other circum- 
ſtances that may better be paſled over in ſilence: 
all which, however, had no other conſequences 
than that of repeated meſſages of kindneſs and aſ- 
ſurance to the elector. During the laſt two year: 
of the queen's life, her health was in ſuch a con- 
dition, that it was wondered how ſhe could hold 
out ſo long: and then, as I have already obſerved, 
it was too late and hazardous to engage in an en- 
terprize which required fo much time, and which 1 


the miniſters themſelves had rendered impractica- 1 
ble, by the whole courſe of their former proceed- | | 

| ings, as well as by the continuance and heighten- Ie 
Ing of thoſe diſlenſions which had early riſen a among e 
them. t 
The party now in power will eaſily agree, that = 
this deſign of overthrowing the ſucceſſion could te 
not be owing to any principle of conſcience in k 
thoſe whom they accuſe; for they knew very well, Þ t 


by their own experience and obſervation, that ſuch Þ h. 
kind of ſcruples have given but ſmall diſturbance Þ m 
of late years in theſe kingdoms. Since intereſt is Þ of 
F therefore 


it would have been but reaſonable to have ſhewn 
how the intereſt of the queen's miniſters could be 


advanced by introducing the pretender, betore 


they were charged with Auch an intention. Her 
majeſty was ſeveral years younger than her intend- 


ed ſucceſſor, and, at the beginning of that miniſtry, 


had no diſorders, except the gout, which is not 


uſually reckoned 2 ſhortener of life; and thoſe in 


chief truſt were, generally 5 older tha 


their miſtreſs: ſo that no perſons had ever a fairer 


proſpect of running on the natural life of an Eng- 
liſb miniſtry; conſidering, likewiſe, the general 


vogue of the kingdom, at that time, in cheir ka- 


vour. And it will be hard to find an inſtance in 


hiſtory of a ſett of men, in full poſſeſſion of power, 
ſo ſanguine as to form an ent terprize of overthrow- | 


ing the government, without the viſible proſpect 
of. a general defection, which (then at leaſt) was 


not to be hoped for. Neither do J believe it was 
ever heard of, that a miniſtry in ſuch circumſtances 
durſt engage in ſo dangerous an attempt, without 
the direct commands of theie ſovereign. And as to 
the perſons then in ſervice, if they may be allowed 
to have common ſenſe, they would much ſooner 


have ſurrendered their employments than hazard 
the loſs of their heads at fo great odds, before they 
had tried or changed the diſpoſition of the parlia- 
ment; which is an accuſation, that, I think, none 
of * thei libellers have cha arged upon them, at leaſt 

— ill 
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therefore the only teſt by Which we are to judge 
the intentions of thoſe who manage public affairs, 
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till towards the end of their miniſtry, and then 


very abſurdly, becauſe the want of time, and other 
circumſtances, rendered fuch a work impoſſible, for 


ſeveral reaſons which I have already related. 


And whoever conſiders the late queen, ſo little 


enterpriſing in her natute, ſo much given to delay, 
and at the (ame time fo obſtinate in her opinions 


{as reſtineſi is commonly attended with flowneſs}, 


| fo great a purſuer of peace and quiet, and fo ex- 
empt from the two powerful paſſions of love and 
hatred; will hardly think ſhe had a ſpirit turned 


fot ſacks an undertaking: if we add to this, the 


_ contempt ſhe often expreſſed for the perſon and] 
concerns of the chevalier, her brother, of which | | 


have already ſaid enough to be underſtood. 


It hath been objected againſt the late queen and 

Her ſervants, as a mark of no favourable difpolition Þ 
towards the houſe of Hanover, that the electoral Þ 
prince was not invited to reſide in England and, 
at the ſame time, it ought to be obſerved that this 
_ objection was raiſed and ſpread by the leaders of 
that party, who firſt oppoſed the counſel of invit- 
ing him, offering, among other arguments againſt | 
it, the example of queen Elizabeth, who would 
not ſo much as ſuffer her ſucceſſor to be declared 

expreſſing herſelf, that ſhe 2 ¹é not live with het 


grave- ſtone always i in her fight; although the cal: 


be by no means parallel between the two queens. 
For, in her late majeſty's reign, the crown was 2 


firmly ſettled on the Hanover Family as the legilli- 
ture could do i it: and the queſtion was ye wh 


keep his court in the ſame kingdom and metropolis 


with the ſovereign, while the nation was torn be- 


tween different parties, to be at the head of that 


faction, which her majeſty and the body of her 


people utterly diſapproved? and, therefore, the 


leaders on both ſides, when they were in power, 
| did poſitively determine this queſtion in the nega- 


tive. And, if we may be allowed to judge by 


events, the reaſons were cogent enough; ſince dif- 
| ferences may happen to ariſe between two princes 
| the moſt nearly allied in blood; although it be 
true indeed, that, where the duty to a parent is 
added to the allegiance of a ſubject, the confe- 
\ quence of family-difſenſions may not ws be 
3 conſiderable. 


For my own part, I freely told my opinion to 


the miniſters; and did afterwards offer many rea- 
ons for it in a diſcourſe intended for the publick 
(but ſtopped by the queen's death), that the young 
grandſon (whoſe name I cannot remember) ſhould. 
be invited over to be educated in England; by 
which, I conceived, the queen might be ſecure 
from the influence of cabals and factions; the zca- 
lots, who affected to believe the ſucceſſion in dan- 
ger, could have no pretences to complain; and 


the nation might one day hope to be governed by 
a prince of Engliſh manners and language, as well 
as acquainted with the true conſtitution of church 


and ſtate. And this was the judgment of thoſe at 
Fotos 2 rn 2 he 
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ther the preſumptive heir, of diſtant kindred, ſhould 
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the helm before I offered it: neither were they or 


their miſtreſs to be blamed, that ſuch a reſolution 
was not purſued. Perhaps, from what hath ſince 
happened, the reader will be able to ſatisfy himſelf. 
I have now ſaid all I could think convenient 


(conſidering the time wherein I am wr iting) upon 
thoſe two points, which I propoſed to diſcourſe 
on; wherein I have dealt with the utmcit impar— 
tiality, and, I think, upon the faireſt ſuppoſition, 


which 1s that of allowing men to act upon the mo- 
tives of their intereſts and their paſſions: for I am 
not ſo weak as to thipk one miniſtry more virtu- 


ous than another, unleſs by chance, or by extra- 
ordinary prudence and virtue of the prince; which 


laſt, taking mankind in the lump, and adding the 
great counterbalance of royal education, is a very 


rare accident; and, where it happens, is even 
then of little uſe, when facti ns are violent. But 


it ſo falls out, that, among contending parties in 


2 England, the general intereſt of church and ſtate is 


more the private intereſt of one fide than the 
other; ſo that, whoever profeſſeth to act upon a 
: principle of obſerving the laws of his country, may 
have a ſafe rule to follow, by diſcovering whoſe 
particular advantage it chiefly is, that the conflici- 
tion ſhould be preſerved entire in all its parts. 
For there cannot, properly ſpeaking, be above two 
parties in ſuch a government as ours; and one ſide 
will find themſelves obliged to take in all the ſub- 
5 alter rn denominations of thoſe who diſlike the pre- 


tent 


balance againſt the other; and ſuch a party, com- 
poſed of mixed bodies, although they differ widely 


in the ſeveral fundamentals of religion and govern— 


ment, and all of them from the true public inter- 


elt; yet, whenever their leaders are taken into 


power, under an ignorant, unactive, or ill-deſign- 


ing prince, will probably, by the affiftance of 
time or force, become the majority, unleſs they 
be prevented by a ſteadineſs, which there is little 
reaſon to hope, or by ſome revolution, which 
there is much more reaſon to fear. For abuſes in 


adminiſtration may laſt much longer than politici- 


ans ſeem to be aware of; eſpecially where ſome 


bold ſteps are made to corrupt the very fountain of- 
power and legiſlature: in which caſe, as it may 
happen in ſome ſtates, the whole body of the peo- 


ple are drawn in, by their own ſuppoſed conſent, 
to be their own enſlavers; and, where will they 
find a thread to wind themſelves out of this laby- 
rinth? or will they not rather wiſh to be go- 


verned by arbitrary power, after the manner of 
other nations? For whoever conſiders the courſe 


of the Roman empire after Cæſar's uſurpation, the 


| long continuance of the Turkiſh government, or 


the deſtruction of the Gothic balance in moſt king- 


doms of Europe, will caſily ſee how controlable 
5 maxim is, that res nolunt diu male adminiſtra- 


- becauſe, as corruptions are more natural to 
mankind than perfections, fo they are more likely 


2 to 
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ſent eſtabliſnment, in order to make themſclves a 
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to have a longer continuance, For the vices of 
men, conſidered as individuals, are exactly the 


ſame when they are moulded into bodies; nor 


otherwiſe to be withheld in their effects, than by 
good fundamental laws; in which, when any 
great breaches are made, the conſequence will 
be the ſame as in the life of a particular man, 


whoſe vices are ſeldom known to end but with 


himſelf. 


THE 


6% 


— W 


1 


or THE 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


To 


THE. QUEEN. 


B [Drawn up by Dr. Swirr, at the Command of 
the LoRD TREASURER, and delivered by the 


DuKE of RATION, 


* your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the lords ſpiritual and temporal, 


in oarliament aſſembled, do, with the greateſt joy 
and ſatisfaction, return our humble thanks to your 
majeſty for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
| throne, and for communicating to this houſe that 


peace is agreed on, ſo honourable to your majeſty, 


and ſafe and advantageous to your kingdoms; by 
which we hope, with the bleſſing of God, that 


your people will, in a few years, recover them- 


ſelves, after ſo long and expenſive a war. We 


likewiſe beg leave to congratulate with your ma- 


jeſty upon the ſucceſs of your endeavours for a ge- 
neral peace; whereby the tranquillity and welfare 
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of Europe will be owing (next to the Divine Pro- 
vidence) to your majeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs. 
We never had the leaſt doubt but that your ma- 
jeſty, who is the greateſt ornament and protector 
of the proteſtant religion, would do every thing 
for ſccuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion z towards 
which nothing can be more neceſſary than the per- 
fect harmony there is between your majeſty and 
the houſe of Hanover. And we do humbly aſſure 
your majeſty, that, as you are pleaſed to expreſs 
your dependence (next under God) upon the duty 
and affection of your people; we think ourſelves 
bound, by the greateſt ties of religion, loyalty, and 
gratitude, to mike all returns that can be due, 
from the moſt obedient ſubjects, to the moſt indul- F 
gent overelgn. 8 
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A N 


AN 
ANECDOTE 
RELATIVE TO THE 


PEACE or UTRECHT. 


N E Dr. Fiete; was ſent Gi paris by 

dec, t0 Devenwordt, at the Hague, with the 
| rf propoſals for a peace ſeparate with Holland; a 
B year after which the preliminaries, at Gertrudenberg, 
were tranſacted by the Mar. D'Uvelles and Polignac, 


and afterwards Menager was a5 privately e to 
the ſame effect. | 


My lord Strafford had the firſt intimation of theſe 


| ſeparate tranſactions of France and Holland, from 


the duke of Marborough (as a thing a good while 
before in agitation), and afterwards from Devenwordt _ 
' himſelf, who told him that he ſent to Paris for Dr. 
Hielvetius to cure him of a rheumatiſm, which op- 
B portunity Torcy took to negotiate by him. 

Helvetins ſince confirmed the lame ſtory to my . 
lord Serefford, in the year 1720. 
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Dr. SWI F T's MEMORIAL 
F 85 ns 
THE QUEEN, 
APRIL 15, 1714. 


FEE change of miniſtry about four years ago, 
FT the fall of the duke Marlborongb, and the 
proceedings ſince, in relation to the peace and trea- 
ties, are all capable of being very maliciouſly re- 
preſented to poſterity, if they ſhould fall under the 
pen of ſome writer of the 8 party, 28 "hey 
probably may. — 
DOD pon theſe reaſons, i it is e for 1 3 * 
of the queen and in juſtice to her ſervants, that | 
ſome able hand ſhould be immediately employed to | 
write the Hiſtory of her majeſty's reign ; that the 
truth of things may be tranſmitted to future 
ages, and bear down” the faiſchood of malicious - 
pens. 
The dean of S'. Patrict's 518 ready t to undertake 


__ this work, humbly defiring her majeſty will pleaſe _ 
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Dr. Swirr's Memorial to the Queen. 77 
to appoint him her hiſtoriographer, not from any 
view of the profit (which is ſo inconſiderable that 
it will hardly ſerve to pay the expence of ſearching 
offices), but from an earneſt deſire to ſerve his queen 
and country; for which that employment will qua- 
lify him, by an opportunity of acceſs to thoſe places 

where papers and records are kept, which will be 

neceflary to any who undertake ſuch an Hiſ- 
tory. Es BE: 


8 0 M K 
CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON THE 


ConsEquences HoPED and FEARED 
FR 0 M THE 


DEATH of the. QUEEN, 


Avs. 9, 1714 


N order to ſet in a clear light what I have to 
ſay upon this ſubject, it will be convenient to 
examine the {tate of the nation with reference to the 
two contending parties; this cannot well be done 
without ſome little retroſpection into the hve laſt 
years of her late majeſty's reign. 1 
I have it from unqueſtionable authority, that the 
ducheſs of Marlborough's favour began to decline 
very ſoon after the queen's acceſſion to the throne, 


and that the carl of Godolphin's held not much above 
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: two years longer ; ; although her majeſty (no ill con- 
cealer of her affections) did not think fit to deprive 
them of their power until a long time after. ; 
Tyhe duke of Marlborough and. the earl of God. 
55 bin having fallen early into the intereſts of the 
lower party, for certain reaſons not ſeaſonable here 
5 to be mentioned (but Which may deſerve a place in 
4 or, 3 | | the : 
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the hiſtory of that reign), they made large ſteps that 


way upon the death of the prince of Denis „ tak- 
ing in ſeveral among the warmeſt leaders of that 


fide, into the chief employments of the ſtate, Mr. 


Harley, then ſecretary of ſtate, who diſliked their 


proceedings, and had very near overthrown their 
whole ſcheme, was removed with the utmoſt indig- 


nation, and about the ſame time, fir Simon Harcourt 


| and Mr. Sr. John, with ſome others, voluntarily 
gave up their employments. 


But the queen, who had then a great eftecin for 


the perſon and abilities of Mr. Fial (and, in pro- 


portion, of the other two, although at that time not 
equally known to her), was deprived of his ſervice 


with ſome regret; and, upon that and other mo- 


tives well known at court, began t o think herſelf 
hardly uſed; and ſeveral ſtories ran about, whether 


true or falſe, that her majeſty was not always treat- 
| ed with that duty ſhe might expect. Mean-time 


the church-party were loud | in their complaints, ſur- 


3 miſing, from the virulence of ſeveral pamphlets, 
from certain bills projected to be brought into par- 


liament, from endeavours to repeal the ſacramental 
teſt, from the avowed principles and free ſpeeches 


of ſome perſons in power, and other jealouſics necd- 
leſs to repeat, that ill dchgns were forming againſt 
the religion eſtabliſhed. : 


Theſe fears were all confirmed by the trial of Sa- 
cheverel, which drew the populace, as one man, into 
the party againſt the mini ſry and parliament. 
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The miniſtry were very ſuſpicious, that the queen 
bad ſtill a reſerve of favour for Mr. Harley, which 
appeared by a paſſage that happened ſome days af- 


ter his removal : For, the earl of Godolphin's coach 


and his happening to meet near Kenſington, the earl 
a few hours after reproached the queen, that ſhe 
privately admitted Mr. Harley, and was not with- 


out ſome difficulty undeceived by her N 8 aſ- 
ſeverations to the contrary. 

Soon after the doctor's trial, this gentleman, by 
the queen's command and the intervention of Mrs. 


ATaſham, was brought up the back-ſtairs; and that 


princeſs, ſpirited by the addreſſes from all parts, 
which ſhewed the inclinations of her ſubjects to be 
very averſe from the proceedings in court and par- 


liament, was reſolved to break the united power of 
the Marlborough and Godolphin families, and to be- 
gin this work by taking the diſpoſal of employments 


into her own hands: for which an opportunity hap- 


pened by the death of the earl of Eſjex, lieutenant 
of the Tower, whoſe employment was given to the 


earl Rivers, to the great diſcontent of the duke of 


Northumberland, then colonel of the Oxford regi- 
ment, to which the earl of Hartford was to ſuc- 


ceed. Some time after, the chamberlain's ſtaff was 


| diſpoſed of to the duke of Shrewſbury in the abſence, 
and without the privity, of the earl of Godolphin. 


The earl of Sunderland's removal followed, and 


laſtly, that of the high treaſurer himfelf, whoſe of- 
fice was put into commiſſion, whereof Mr, Harley 


(made at the ſame time chancellor of the exchequer 
Was one. L need by nothing of other removals, 
| which 


which are well enough known and remembered: 
let it ſuffice that, in eight or nine months time, the 


whole face of the court was altered, and very few | 
friends of the former miniſtry left in any great ſta | 


tions there. 
| I have good reaſons to be aſſured, that, when 


the queen began this change, ſhe had no intenti- 
ons to carry it ſo far as the church-party expected, 
and have ſince been ſo impatient to ſee. For, al- 
though ſhe were a true profeſſor of the religion eſ— 
| tabliſhed, yet the firſt motives to this alteration did 
not ariſe from any dangers ſhe apprehended to that 
or the government; but from a deſire to get out of 
| the dominion of ſome, who, ſhe thought, had kept 
| her too much and too long in pupilage. She was 
in her own nature extremely dilatory and timorous; 
yet, upon ſome occaſions, poſitive to a great degree. 
And, when ſhe had got rid of thoſe who had, as 
| the thought, given her the moſt uneaſineſs, ſhe was 
| inclined to ſtop, and entertain a fancy of acting up- 
on a moderating ſcheme, from whence it was very. 
difficult to remove her. At the fame time I muſt. 
confeſs my belief, that this imagination was put 
into her head, and made uſe of as an encourage- 
ment to begin that work, after which her adviſers 
might think it eaſier to prevail with her to go as 
far as they thought fit. That theſe were her ma- 
jeſty's Apen in that conjuncture, may be con- 


firmed by many inſtances. In the very neight of 
the change, ſhe appeared very loth to part with two 


treat officers of ſtate of the other party: and ſome, 
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whoſe abſence the new miniſters moſt earneftly | 


| wiſhed, held in for above two years after. 


Mr. Harley, who acted as firſt miniſter before 
he had the ſtaff, as he was a lover of gentle mea- 
ſures and inclined to procraſtination, ſo he could 


not, with any decency, preſs the queen too much 
againſt her nature; becauſe it would be like run- 


ning upon the rock where his predeceſſors had ſplit, 


But, violent humours running both in the kingdom 


and the new parliament, againſt the principles and 


perſons of the low-church party, gave this miniſter 


a very difficult part to play. The warm members 


in both houſes, eſpecially among the commons, 


preſſed for a thorough change, and ſo did almoſt 


all the queen's new ſervants, eſpecially after Mr. 


Harley was made an earl and high treaſurer. He 
could not, in good policy, own his want of power, 


nor fling the blame upon his miſtreſs. And, as too 
much ſecrecy was one of his faults, he would 


often, upon theſe occaſions, keep his neareſt friends 


in the dark. The truth is, he had likewiſe other 
views, which were better ſuited to the maxims of 
| Nate in general, than to that ſituation of affairs. 
By leaving many employments in the hands of the 


diſcontented party, he fell in with the queen's hu- 
mour ; he hoped to acquire the reputation of lenity; 


and Love” a great number of expectants in order, 


who had liberty to hope, while any thing remain- 


ed undiſpoſed of, He ſeemed alſo to think, as other 
miniſters have done, that, ſince factions are neceſſary 
In ſuch a government as ours, it would be prudent 


not 
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not altogether to lay the preſent one proſtrate, leſt 
another more plauſible, and therefore not ſo caſy to 


© grapple with, might ariſe in its ſtead. FOR 
However, it is certain that a great part of the 
d Þ load he bore was unjuſtly laid on him. He had no 
h 


favourites among the whig party, whom he kept 
in upon the ſcore of old friendſhip or acquaintance | 
it. I and he was a greater object of their hatred than all 
m the reſt of the miniftry together. 
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Preached at St. Patrick's, Dublin, Fan, 30, 172 _ 
n Sunday. 
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SIMEON and LEVI are brethren; inſtruments of cruch 
are in their habitations. 

O my ſoul, come not thou into War fecret, unto thei 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united; for il 
their anger they ſlew a man, and 1 in their fo - wilt 
they digged down a wall. 

Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce; and thei 

 wprath, for it was cruel, I will divide them in 
Ms and Fetter them i in ISRAEL, | 


"KNOW very well, that the hah bath "Te 
often cenſured for keeping holy this day of 
humiliation, in memory of that excellent king ani 

| bleſſed martyr CHARLES I. who rather choſe to 
die on a ſcaffold than betray the religion and liber- 
ties of his people, wherewith Gop and the Jaws 
| had entruſted him. But, at the ſame time, it i 
manifeſt that thoſe who make ſuch cenſures are el 
266 
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that prince, and have not yet ſhewn the world that 


I their 6pinions are changed. It is alledged, that the 
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' obſervation of this day hath ſerved to continue and 
| encreaſe the animoſity and enmity among our coun- 

try- men, and to diſunite Proteſtants ; that a law was 
made, upon the reſtoration of the martyr's ſon, for 
a general pardon and oblivion, forbidding all re- 
proaches upon that occaſion; and, ſince none are 


now alive who were actors or inſtruments in that 


tragedy, it is thought hard and uncharitable to keep 
F up the memory: of it for all generations. 
Nou, becauſe I conceive moſt of you to be ignor- 
ant in many particulars concerning that horrid 
| murder, and the rebellion ich preceded it; I 
L will, © 
x Firſt, relate to you ſo much of the ſtory as may 
| be ſufficient for your information: 


\ Secondly, I will tell you the conſequences which 


| this bloody deed had upon theſe kingdoms: 5 
And, laſtly, I will ſhew you to what good uſes 
N this ſolemn day of humiliation may be applied. 


As to the firſt, In the reign of this prince, Charles 


| the martyr, the power and prerogative of the king 
| were much greater than they are in our times, and 
ſo had been for at leaſt 700 years before; and the beſt _ 
princes we ever had carried their power much fur— 
ther than the bleſſed martyr offered to do in the 
| moſt blameable part of his reign, But, the lands of 


ther people without any religion at all, or who de- | 
rive their principles, and perhaps their birth, from 
the abettors of thoſe who contrived the murder of 
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the crown having been prodigally beſtowed to fr. 
vourites in the preceding reigns, the ſucceeding 
kings could not ſupport themſelves without taxes 
raiſed by parliament; which put them under a ne- 
ceſſity of frequently calling thoſe aſſemblies; and, 
the crown-lands being gotten into the hands of the 
' nobility and gentry, beſide the poſſeſſions of which 
the church had been robbed by Henry VIII. power, 
which always follows property, grew to lean to the 
ſide of the people, by whom even the juſt right 
of the crown were often diſputed, 
But further: upon the cruel perſecution raiſed 
- againſt the Proteſtants, under queen Mary, among 
great numbers who fled the kingdom to ſeek for 
{helter, ſeveral went and reſided at Geneva, which is 
2 commonwealth governed without a king, and 
where the religion, contrived by Calvin, is without 
the order of biſhops. When the Proteſtant faich 
was reſtored by queen Elizabeth, thoſe who fled to 
Geneva returned among the reſt home to England, 
and were grown ſo fond of the government and re- 
ligion of the place they had left, that they uſed all 
poſſible endeavours to introduce both into their own 
country; at the ſame time continually preaching 
and railing againſt ceremonies and diſtinct babits of 
of the clergy, taxing whatever they diſliked, as a 
' remnant of Popery, and continued extremely trou- 
bleſome to the church and ſtate, under that great 
queen, as well as her ſucceſſor king James J. F heir 
people called themſelves Puritans, as pretending to 
2 purer faith than thoſe of the church eſtabliſhes, 
Aud 


Theſe Puritans, about the middle of the mar- 


tyr s reign, were grown to de a conſiderable faction 
in the kingdom, and in the lower houſe of parlia 
ment. They filled the publick with the moſt falſe 
and bitter libels againſt the biſhops and clergy, accu- 
fing chiefly the very beſt among them of Popery; 


and, at the ſame time, the houſe of commons grew 
ſo infolent and uneaſy to the king, that they refu- 


ſed to furniſh him with neceſſary ſupplies for the 
ſupport of his family, unleſs upon ſuch conditions 


as he could not ſubmit to without forfeiting his 


conſcience and honour, and even his coronation _ 
oath, And, in ſuch an extremity, he was forced 


upon a practice, no way juſtifiable, of raiſing mo- 


ney ; for which, however, he had the opinion of 


the . on his ſide: for wicked judges there 


84 8 were 
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ä And wels were the founders of our diſſenters. 
* They did not think it ſufficient to leave all the er- 
| rors of Popery, but threw off many laudable and 
| edifying inſtitutions of the primitive church, and, 
at laſt, even the government of biſhops ; which, 

| having been ordained by the apoſtles themſelves, 
' hed continued without interruption, in all Chriſti- 
an churches, for above 1500 years. And all this 
they did, not becauſe thoſe things were evil, but 

becauſe they were kept by the Papiſts. From 
thence they proceeded, by degrees, to quarrel with 
the kingly government; becaule, as I have already 
ſaid, the city of Geneva, to which their fathers had 
| flown for refuge, was a commonwealth, or govern- 

ment of the people. 
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were in thoſe times as well as in ours. There 
were likewiſe many complaints, and ſometimes 
juſtly, made againit the proce=dings of a certain 
court, called the Star-charaber, a judicature of 


great antiquity ; but it had ſuffered ſome corrup- 
tions, for which, however, the king was no way 


anſwerable. I cannot recollect any more ſubjects 


of complaint with tne leaſt ground of reaſon; nor 


is it needful to recollect them, becaule tnis graci- 


_ ous king did, upon the firſt application, redreſs all 


grievances by an act of parliament, and put it out 


- of his power to do any hardſhips for the furure, 


But that wicked faction in the houſe of commons, 


not content with all thoſe marks of his juſtice and 
condeſccaſion, urged {:11 for more; and, joining 


with a td party from Scotland, who had the 
ſame landics in religion, forced him to paſs an 


act for cutting off the head of bis beſt and chief 
miniſter ; and, at the ſame time, compelled him, 
by tumults and threatenings of a packt rabble, poi- 


ſoned with the ſame doctrines, to paſs another law 


by which it ſhould not be in his power to diſſolve 
that parliament without their own conſent. Thus, 


by the greateſt weakneſs and infatuation that ever 


: poſſeſſed any man's ſpirit, this płince did in effect 
ſign his own deſtruction. For the houſe of com- 


mons, having the reins in their own hands, drove 
on furiouſſy; - ſent him every day ſome unreaton- 
able demand; and, when hc refuſed to grant it, 
made uſe of their own power, and declared that 


An ord; nance of both houſes, without the king's 


couſent, 


konſent, ſhould be obeyed as a law, contrary to all 


reaſon and equity, as well as to the fundamental 
conſtitution of the kingdom. 
About this time he rebellion in eld broke 


out, wherein his parliament refuſed to aſſiſt him; 
Bor would accept his offer to come hither in perſon 
to ſubdue thoſe rebels. Theſe, and a thouſand 
other barbarities, forced the king to ſummon his 
loyal ſubjeR: + ſtandard in his own defence, 

Mean- while he Fneliſb parliament, inſtead of help- 
ing the poor Froteltants here, ſeized on the very 
army that his majeſty was ſending over for our re- 


lief, and turned them againſt their own ſovereign. 


The rebellion in England continued for four or five 
| - years: at laſt the king was forced to fly in diſguiſe 
to the Scots, who fold him to the rebels. And theſe 
Puritans had the impudent cruelty to try his ſacred 
perſon in a mock court of juſtice, and cut off his 
head; which he might have ſaved, if he would have 
[- yielded to betray the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate. - 
In this whole proceeding, Simeon and Levi were 
| brethren ; the wicked een of thoſe fanatical 
preachers ſtirring up the cruelty of the ſoldiers, who, 

by force of arms, excluded from the houſe every 
member of parliament, whom they apprehended to 
bear the leaſt inclination towards an agreement 
with the king, ſuffering only thoſe to enter who 
tmirſted chiefly for his blood; and this is the very 


account given by their own writers, From whence 
it is clear that this prince” was, in all reſpects, a real 


martyr 
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90 A SERMON agen the 
martyr for the true religion and the liberty of the 


people. That cdious parliament had firſt turned 
the biſhops out of the houſe of lords; in a few years 
after, they murdered their king ; then immediately 
aboliſhed the whois houſe of lords; and ſo, at laſt, 
obtained their wiſh-s, of having a government of the 
people, and a new religion, both aber the manner 
of Geneva, without a king, a biſhop, or a nobleman; 
and this they blaſphemoufſy called the kingdom of | 


Cbriſ and his ſaints, 


This is enough for your information on the firſt 
head: : I inall therefore proceed to the ſecond, 


wherein I wil inew you the miſerable conſequences 
which that abominable rebellion and murder pev- 
duced in theſe nations. 


Firſt, the Iriſb rebellion was wholly | owing to 


that wicked Engliſh parliament. For the leaders in 


tac Iriſb popith maſſacre would never have dared to 
fiir a finger, it they had not been encouraged by that 
rebeilious ſpirit in the Engliſb houſe of commons, 


_ which they very well knew muſt diſable the king 

from ſending any ſupplies to his Proteſtant ſubjects 
here; and, thereiore, we may truely ſay that the 
Engliſh parliament held the king's hands, while the 


Iriſh papiſts here were n our grandfathers 
throats. 

Secondly, That dts Puritan-parliament, | 
when they had all in their own power, could not 


agree upon any one method of ſettling a form either 
of religion or civil government, but changed every 
day from ſchiſm to e from hereſy to hereſy, 


and : 


E 


„ OO 8. 
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and from one faction to another. From whence 


aroſe that wild confuſion ſtill continuing in our. 
ſeveral ways of ſerving God, and thoſe abſurd no- 


tions of civil power, which have fo often torn us 
with factions more than any other nation in 


Europe, | 
＋ hirdly, To FER rebellion and murder have been 


owing the riſe and progreſs of Atheiſm among us. 


For men, obſerving what numberleſs viilanies of all 


kinds were committed Curing twenty years, under 
. pretence | of Zeal and the reformation of God's 
church, were eaſily tempted to doubt that all religi- 


on was a mere impoſture: and the ſame ſpirit of 


_ infideliiy, fo far ſpread among us at this preſent, is 
nothing but the fruit of the ſeeds ſown by thoſe re- 
|  þellious hypocritical ſaints. - 


Fourthly, The old virtue and loyalty, and gene- 


rous ſpirit of the Engliſh nation, were wholly cor- 
rrupted by the power, the doctrine, and the example, 
| of thoſe wicked people. Many of the antient nobi- 
| lity were killed, and their families extinct, in defence 
of their prince and country, or murdered by the 
| mercileſs courts of juſtice. Some of the worſt 


among them favoured or complied with the reigning 
iniquities, and not a few of the new ſett created, 


when the martyr's fon was reſtored, were ſuch wha 
| had drank too deep af” the bad principles then 


prevailing. 
Fifthly, The childs of the murdered prince : 


were forced to fly, for the ſafety of their lives, to 
foreign countries; where one of them at leaſt, I 
33 OT ns ot — — 


92 A SERMON pon the 
mean king James II. was ſeduced to popery ; which 
ended in the loſs of his kingdoms, the miſery and 
defolation of this country, and a long and expenſive 
war abroad. Our deliverance was owing to the 
valour and conduct of the late king; and, there- 
fore, we ought to remember him with gratitude, 
but not mingled with blaſphemy or idolatry. It was 
happy that his intereſts and ours were the ſame : and 
God gave him greater ſucceſs than our fins deſerved. 
But, as a houſe thrown down by a ſtorm is ſeldom 
re- built without ſome change in the foundation; ſo 
it hath happened, that, fines the late Revolution, 
men have ſate much looſer in the true fundamentals 
both of religion and government, and factions have 
been more violent, treacherous, and malicious than 
ever, men running naturally from one extreme into 
another; and, for private ends, taking up thoſe very 
opinions profeſſed by the leaders in that rebellion, 
which carried the bleſſed martyr to the ſcaffold. 
Sixthly, Another conſequence of this horrid re- 
| bellion and murder was, the deſtroying or defacing 
of ſuch vaſt numbers of God's houſes. In their ſelf. 
will, they digged down a wall, If a ſtranger ſhould 
now travel in England, and obſerve the churches in 
his way, he could not otherwiſe conclude, than that 
ſome vaſt army of Turks or Heathens had been 
ſent on purpoſe to ruin and blot out all marks of 
_ Chriſtianity, They ſpared neither the ſtatues of 
_ faints, nor antient prelates, nor kings, nor benefac- 
tors; broke down the tombs and monuments of 
men famous in their generations, ſeized the veſſels 
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of filver ſet apart for the holieſt uſe, tore lown the 
moſt innocent ornaments both within and without, 
made the houſes of prayer dens of thieves, or {tables 
for cattle, Theſe were the mildeſt effects of Puri- 
tan zeal and devotion for Chriſt; and this was 
what themſelves affected to call a Thorough-re- 
formation. In this kingdom, thoſe ravages were 
not ſo eaſily ſeen ; for, the people here being too 
poor to raiſe ſuch noble temples, the mean ones we 
had were not defaced, but totally deſtroyed. : 
Upon the whole, it is certain, that, although 
God might have found out many other ways to 
| have puniſhed a ſinful people, without permitting | 
this rebellion and murder, yet, as the courſe of the 
world hath run ever fince, we need ſeek for no other 
| Cauſes, of all the public evils we have hitherto ſuf- 
fered, or may ſuffer for the future, by the miſcon- 
duct of princes, or wickedneſs of the people. 

I go on now, upon the third head, to ſhew vou 
to what good uſes this ſolemn day of humiliation 
may be applied, 

Firſt, It may be an inſtruction to princes them- 
ſelves, to be careful i in the choice of thoſe who are 


their adviſers in matters of law. All the judges of 


England, except one or two, adviſed the king, that 
he might legally raiſe money upon the ſubjects for 
building of ſhips, without conſent of parliament z 
which, as it was the g:eatelt overſight of his reign, 
ſo it proved the principal foundation of all his miſ- 


fortunes. Princes may likewiſe learn from hence, 1 


not to ſacrifiſe A faithful lervant to the rage of a 
action, 
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faction, nor to truſt any body of men with a great- 


er ſhare of power than the laws of the land have 
appointed them, much leſs to depoſite it in their 
hands until they ſhall pleaſe to reſtore it. 

Secondly, By bringing to mind the tragedy of 
this day, and the conſequences that have ariſen 
from it, we ſhall be convinced how neceſſary it is 
for thoſe in power to curb, in ſeaſon, all ſuch un- 
ruly ſpirits as deſire to introduce ne doctrines and 


diſcipline in the church, or new forms of govern- 
ment in the ſtate. Thoſe wicked Puritans began, 
in queen Elizabeth's time, to quarrel only with ſur- 
plices and other habits, with the ring in matrimony, 
the croſs in baptiſm, and the like; thence they 


went on to further matters of higher importance; 
and, at laſt, they muſt needs have the whole go- 


vernment of the church diſſolved. This great 


work they compaſled, firſt, by depriving the biſhops 


of their ſeats in parliament ; then they aboliſhed 


the whole order; and, at laſt, which was their | 
original deſign, they ſeized on all the church-lands, 


and divided the ſpoil among themſelves, and, like 
Jeroboam, made prieſts of the very dregs of the peo- 

ple. This was their way of reforming the church, 
As to the civil government, you have already heard 


how they modelled it upon the murder of their king, 


and diſcarding the nobility. Yet, clearly to ſhew 
what a Babel they had built, after twelve years trial 


and twenty ſeveral ſorts of government, the nation, 
grown weary of their tyranny, was forced to call 
in the ſon of him whom thoſe reformers had ſacri- 
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filed. And thus were Simeon and Levi divided in 
Jacob and ſcattered in Jrael. 

Thirdly, Although the ſucceſſors of thoſe Puri— 
tans, I mean our preſent Diſſenters, do not think 
| fit to obſerve this day of humiliation ; yet it would 
be very proper in them, upon ſome occaſions, to 
renounce, in a public manner, thoſe principles 
upon which their predeceſſors acted; and it will be 
| more prudent in them to do ſo, becauſe thoſe very 
' Puritans, of whom ours are followers, found, by 
| experience, that, after they had overturned the 
| church and ſtate, murdered their king, and were 
projecting what they called a kingdom of the ſaints, 
they were cheated of the power and poſſeſſions they 

only panted after, by an upſtart fect of religion that 
grew out of their own bowels, who ſubjected them 
to one tyrant, while they were enucavouring to ſet 
up a thouſand. 

Fourthly, Thoſe who — to be Wilen of 
our church eſtabliſhed, and yet preſume in diſcourſe 
to juſtify or excuſe that rebellion and murder of the 
king, ought to conſider, how utterly contrary all 
ſuch opinions are to the doctrine of Chrift and his 
| apoſtles, as well as to the articles of our church, 
and to the preaching and practice of it's true profeſ- 
fors for above an hundred years. Of late times, 
indeed, and I ſpeak it with grief of heart, we have 
heard even ſermons of a ſtrange nature: although = 
reaſon would make one think it a very unaccounta- 
ble way of procuring favour under a monarchy, by 
palliating | and leſſening the guilt of thoſe who mur- 


dered 
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dered the beſt of kings in cold blood, and, for a 
time, deſtroyed the very monarchy ieſelF, Pray 
God, we may never more hear ſuch doctrine from 
the pulpit, nor have it ſcattered about in print, to 
poiſon the people. DE 

Fifthly, Same general knowledge of this horrid 
rebellion and murder, with the conſequences they 
had upon theſe nations, may be a warning to our 
people not to believe a lie, and to miſtruſt thoſe 
deluding ſpirits, who, under pretence of a purer 
and more reformed religion, would lead them from 
their duty to God and the laws. Politicians may 
ſay what they pleaſe; but it is no hard thing at all 
for the meaneſt perſon, who hath common under- 
ſtanding, to know whether he be well or ill go- 
verned. If he be freely allowed to follow his trade 
and calling; if he be ſecure in his property, and 
hath the benefit of the law to defend himſelf againſt 
injuſtice and oppreſſion ; if his religion be different 
from that of his country, and the government 
think fit to tolerate it (which he may be very ſe- 
cure of, let it be what it will); he ought to be 
fully ſatisfied, and give no offence, by writing or 
diſcourſe, to the worſhip eſtabliſhed, as the diſſent- 
ing preachers are too apt to do. But, if he hath 
any new viſions of his own, it is his duty to be 
quiet, and poſſeſs them in filence, without diſturb- 
ing the community by a furious zeal for making 
proſelytes. This was the folly and madneſs of 
_ thoſe antient Puritan fanaticks: they muſt needs 
- overturn heaven and carth, Violate all the laws of 


God 
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God and man, make their country a field of blood, 


to propagate whatever wild or wicked opinions 
came into their heads, declaring all their abſur- 
dities and 28 to proceed from the * 


Ghoſt. 


To conclude this head. n anſwer to that ob- 


jection of keeping up animoſity and hatred between 
| Proteſtants, by the obſervation of this day; if there 


be any ſect, or ſort of people among us, who pro- 
feſs the ſame principles i in religion did government 
which thoſe Puritan rebels put in practice, I think 


it is the intereſt of all thoſe who love the church 
and king, to keep up as ſtrong a party againſt 
them as poſſible, until they ſhall, in a body, re- 
nounce all thoſe wicked opinions upon which their 
predeceſſors acted, to the diſgrace of Chriſtianity : 
and the perpetual infamy of the Engliſh nation, 


When we accuſe the Papiſts of the horrid doc- 


une, that no faith ought to be kept with hereticks, 
| they deny it toa man; and yet we juftly think ir 


dangerous to truſt them, becauſe we know their 
actions have been ſometimes ſuitable to that opi- 


| nion : but the followers of thoſe who beheaded the 


martyr have not yet renounced their principles; 
and, till they do, they may be juſtly ſuſpeRed : 
neither will the bare name of Proteſtants ſet them 
right, For, ſurely, Chriſti requires more from us 
than a profeſſion of hating Popery, which a Turk 


or an Atheiſt may do as well as a Proteſtant. 


If an enſlaved people ſhould recover their liberty, 
from a tyrannical power of any ſort, who could 
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blame them for commemorating their deliverance 


by a day of joy and thankſgiving? And doth not 


the deſtruction of a church, a king, and three 


| kingdoms, by the artifices, hypocriſy, and cruelty 


of a wicked race of ſoldiers and preachers, and 
other ſons of Belial, equally require a folemn time 


of humiliation ? eſpecially fince the conſequences 


of that bloody ſcene ſtill continue, as I have al- 


ready ſhewn, in their effects upon us. 


Thus I have done with the three heads I pro- 
poſed to diſcourſe on. But, before I conclude, I 
muſt give a caution to thoſe who hear me, that 


they may not think I am pleading for abſolute un- 


limited power in any one man. It is true, all 
power is from God, and, as the apoſtle fays, Th: 
powers that be are ordained of God; but this is in 


the ſame ſenſe that all we have is from God, our 
food and raiment, and whatever poſſeflion we hold 


by lawful means. Nothing can be meant in thoſe, 
or any other words of Scripture, to juſtify tyran- 


nical power, or the ſavage cruelties of thoſe Hea- 
then emperors who lived in the time of the apoſtles ; 
And ſo St. Paul concludes, The powers that be are 


ordained of Cod: For what? why, for the puniſh- 
ment of evil doers, and the praiſe, the reward, of them 
that do well, There is no more inward value in 


the greateſt emperor, than in the meaneſt of his 


ſubjects : His body is compoſed of the ſame ſub- 


ſtance, the ſame parts, and with the ſame or 


greater infirmities: His education is generally 


worſe, by flattery, and idleneſs and luxury, and 


— 
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| thoſe evil diſpoſitions that early power is apt to 
give. It is therefore againſt common ſenſe, that 


his private perional intereſt, or pleaſure, ſhould be 


put in the balance with the ſafety of millions, 
| every one of which is equal by nature, equal in 
the fight of God, equally capable of ſalvation ; _ 
and it is for their ſakes, not his own, that he is 
| entruſted with the government over them. He 
- hath as high truſt as can ſafely be repoſed in one 
man, and, if he diſcharge it as he ought, he de- 
| ſerves all the honour and duty that a mortal may 
be allowed to receive. His perſonal failings we 
have nothing to do with, and errors in government 
are to be imputed to his miniſters in the ſtate. 
To what height thoſe errors may be ſuffered to 
proceed, is not the buſineſs of this day, or this 
place, or of my function, to determine. When 
oppreſſions grow too great and univerſal to be 
borne, nature or neceſſity may find a remedy. 
But, if a private perſon reaſonably expects pardon, 


upon his amendment, for all faults that are not 


capital, it would be an hard condition indeed, not 
to give the ſame allowance to a prince; who muſt 


ſee with other men's eyes, and hear with other 


men's ears, which are often wilfully blind and 


deaf, Such was the condition of the martyr, and 


is ſo, in ſome degree, of all other princes. Yet, 
this we may juſtly ſay in defence of the common 


people, in all civilized nations, that it muſt be a 
very bad government indeed, where the body of 
the ſubjects will not rather. chuſe to live in Pence 
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and obedicnce; than take up arms on pretence of 
faults in the adminiſtration, unleſs where the vul- 
gar are deluded by falſe preachers to grow fond of 
new viſions and fancies in religion, which, ma- 
naged by dextrous men, for ſiniſter ends of malice, 
_ envy or ambition, have often made whole nations 
run mad. This was exactly the cafe in the whole 
progreſs of that great rebellion, and the murder of 
king Charles T. but the late Revolution under the 
prince of Orange was occaſioned by a proceeding 
directly contrary, the oppreſſion and injuſtice there 
beginning from the throne. For that unhappy 
prince, king James II. did not only invade our 
laws and liberties, but would have forced a falſe 
religion upon his ſubjects, for which he was de- 
ſervedly rejected, fince there could be no other re- 
medy found, or at leaſt agreed on. But, under 
the bleſſed martyr, the deluded people would have 
forced many falſe religions, not only on their fel- 
| low-ſubjeRs, but even upon their ſovereign him- 
ſelf, and at the ſame time invaded all his un- 
doubted rights; and, becauſe he would not comply, 
_ raiſed a horrid rebellion, wherein, by the permiſ- 
ſion of God, they prevailed, and put their ſove- 
reign to death, like a common a criminal, in the 
face of the world. be | 
Therefore, thoſe who em to think they can- 
not otherwiſe juſtify the late Revolution, and the 
change of the ſucceſſion, than by leſſening the 
guilt of the Puritans, do certainly put the greateſt 
affront. e upon the preſent powers, by 
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| ſuppoſing any relation, or reſemblance, beben 
that rebellion and the late Revolution; and, con- 
ſequently, that the preſent eſtabliſhment is to be 

' defended by the ſame arguments which thoſe 
uſurpers made uſe of, who, to obtain their tyran- 
ny, trampled under foot all the laws both of God 
and man. | 


One great deſign of my diſcourſe was to give 


you warning againſt running into either extreme 
of two bad opinions, with relation to obedience. 
As kings are called gods upon earth, ſo ſome would 
allow them an equal power with God, over all 
laws and ordinances; and that the liberty, and 
property, and life, and religion of the ſubject, de- 
| pended wholly upon the breath of the prince; 
which however, I hope, was never meant by thoſe 
| who pleaded for paſſive obedience. And this opi- 
nion hath not been confined to that party which 
was firſt charged with it, but hath ſometimes gone 
| over to the other, to ſerve many an evil turn of 
| intereſt or ambition, who have been as ready to 


enlarge prerogative, where they could find their 
own account, as the higheſt maintainers of it. 


On the other ſide, ſome look upon kings as an- . 


ſwerable for every miſtake or omiſſion in govern- 


ment, and bound to comply with the moſt unrea- 
onable demands of an unquiet faction, which was 
the caſe of thoſe who perſecuted the bleſſed martyr 
of this day from his throne to the ſcaffold, 


Between theſe two extremes, it is eaſy, from 


what hath. been ſaid, to chuſe a middle; to be 
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good and loyal ſudjects, yet, according to your 
power, faithful affertors of your religion and liber- 


ties. To avoid all broachers and preachers of new- 
fangled doctrines in the church; to be ſtrict ob- 
ſervers of the laws, which cannot be juſtly taken 
from you without your own conſent. In ſhort, 1 


obey God and the king, and meddle not with 1 who 


are given to change. 


| Which that you may all Jo. ec. | 
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COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN, 


WRITTEN IN MDCCXXVIIL, 


EE OGE was the thirty-fourth Emperor of 
Fapan, and began his reign in the year 341 


of the Chriſtian era, ſucceeding to Nena, a princeſs 
| who governed with great felicity. 


There had been a revolution in that empire 


2bout twenty-ſix years before, which made ſome _ 


breaches in the hereditary line; and Regoge, ſuc- 


ceſſor to Nena, 1 of the ye family, was 
2 diſtant relation. 


There were two violent parties in the empire, 
which began in the time of the Revolution above- 


mentioned ; ; and, at the death of the empreſs Nena, 


were in the higheſt degree of animoſity, each 
charging the other with a deſign of introducing 
new Gods, and changing the civil conſtitution. 


The names of theſe two parties were Huſiges and 


Yortes. The latter were thoſe whom NVeua, the 
late empreſs, moſt favoured towards the end of her 
"2201, and by whoſe adyice ſhe governed. | 
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The Huſige faction, enraged at their loſs of 
power, made private applications to Regoge, during 
the life of the empreſs; which prevailed fo far, 
that, upon her death, the new emperor wholly diſ- 


graced the Yortes, and employed only the Huſiges 


in all his affairs. The Fapaneſe author highly 


blames his Imperial majeſty's proceeding i in this af- 


fair; becauſe it was allowed, on all hands, that 
he had then a happy opportunity of reconciling 
parties for ever by a moderating ſcheme, But he, 


on the contrary, began his reign by openly diſ- 


gracing the principal and molt popular Yortes, 
ſome of which had been chiefly inftrumental in 


raiſing him to the throne. By this miſtaken ſtep, 
he occaſioned a rebellion; which, although it 


were foon quelled by ſome very ſurpriſing turns of 


fortune, yet the fear, whether real or pretended, 


of new attempts, engaged him in ſuch immenſe 
charges, that, inſtead of clearing any part of that 


prodigious dedt left on his kingdom by the former 
war, which might have been done, by any toler- 
able management, in twelve years of the moſt pro- 


tound peace; he left his empire loaden with a vaſt 


addition to the old incumbrance. 


This prince, before he ſucceeded to the empire 
of Japan, was king of Tedſu, a dominion ſeated 


on the continent, to the weſt · ſide of Japan. Tedſu 


was the place of his birth, and more beloved by 
aim than his new empire; for there he ſpent ſome 
months almoſt every year, and thither was ſuppoſed 


nion he governed all the actions of his reign. 
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to have cs; oreat ſums of money, ſaved out 


of his imperial revenues. 
There were two maritime towns of creat im- 
portance borcering upon Tedſu - of theſe. he pur- 


chaſed a litigated title; and, to ſupport it, was 
forced not only to entrench deeply on his Japaneſe 


revenues, but to engage in alliances very danger- 
ous to the Japaneſe empire. 


Japan was at that time a limited monarchy, 


which, ſome authors are of opinion, was introduced 
there by a detachment from the numerous army of 


Brennus, who ravaged a great part of Aſia; and 


thoſe of them who fixed in Japan left behind them 


that kind of military inſtitution, which the North- 


ern people, in enſuing ages, carried through moſt 
parts of Europe; the generals becoming kings, the 


great officers a ſenate of nobles, with a repreſen- 
| tative from every centenary of private ſoldiers; 
and, in the aſſent of the majority in theſe two 


bodies, confirmed by the general, the e 


| conſiſted. 


I need not farther ien a matter ſo univer- 


ſally known ; but return to my ſubject, 


The Huſige faction, by a groſs piece 4 nepli- 
gence in the Vortes, had fo far inſinuated them- 


ſelves and their opinions into the favour of Regoge 


before he came to the empire, that this prince 


firmly believed them to be bis only true friends, 
and the others his mortal enemies. By this opi- 
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The emperor died ſuddenly, in his journey to 
Tedſu; where, according to his uſual cuſtom, he 
was going to paſs the former. | 
This prince, during his whole reign, continued 
an abſolute ſtranger to the language, the manners, 
the laws, and the religion of Japan; and, paſling 


| his whole time among old miſtreſſes, or a few pri- 
vados, left the whole management of the empire 


in the hands of a miniſter, upon the condition of 


being made eaſy in his perſonal revenues and the 


management of parties in the ſenate. His laſt mi- 


niſter, who governed in the moſt arbitrary manner 
for ſeveral years, he was thought to hate more 


than he did any other perſon in Japan, except his 


only ſon, the heir to the empire. The diſlike he 
| bore to the former was, becauſe the miniſter, un- 
der pretence that he could not govern the ſenate 


without diſpoſing of employments among them, 


would not ſuffer his maſter to oblige one fingle 


perſon, but diſpoſed of all to his own relations and 


_ dependents. But, as to that continued and viru- 
_ lent hatred he bore to the prince his ſon, from the 
beginning of his reign to his death, the hiſtorian 


hath not accounted for it, further than by various | 


conjectures, which do not deſerve to be related. 


The miniſter above mentioned was of a family 
not contemptible, had been early a ſenator, and 


from his youth a mortal enemy to the Vortes. He: 


had been formerly diſgraced in the ſenate, for ſome 


frauds in the management of a public truſt. He 


Was perfectly {Killed, 2 7 fon Pens in the ſe- 
® 


natoria! — 
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in forms; and dextrous in the purchaſing 


of votes, from thoſe who could find their accounts 
better in complying with his meaſures, than they 
could probably loſe by any tax that might be charg- 
ed on the kingdom. He ſeemed to fail, in point 


of policy, by not concealing his gettings, never 


| ſcrupling openly to lay out vaſt ſums of money in 
paintings, buildings, and purchaſing eſtates ; when 


it was known, that, upon his firſt coming into 
buſineſs, upon the death of the empreſs Nena, his 


fortune was but inconſiderable. He had the moſt 
boldneſs and the leaſt magnanimity that ever any 


mortal was endowed with, By enriching his rela- 


tions, friends, and dependants, in a moſt exorbi- 
tant manner, he was weak enough to imagine that 
| he had provided a ſupport againſt an evil day. He 
had the beſt among all falſe appearances of cou- 
rage, which was a moſt unlimited affurance, 

5, whereby he would ſwagger the boldeſt men into a 

dread of his power; but had not the ſmalleſt por- 

tion of magnanimity, growing jealous, and diſgrac- 

ing every man, who was known to bear the "leaſt 
civility to thoſe he diſliked, He had ſome ſmall. 
| ſmattering i in books, but no manner of politeneſs ; 
nor, in his whole life, was ever known to advance 
any one perſon, upon the ſcore of wit, learning, 
or abilities for buſineſs. The whole ſyſtem of his 
miniſtry was corruption; and he never gave bribe 
or penſion, without frankly telling the receivers 
what he expected from them, and threatening them 
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to put an end to his bounty, if they failed to c com- 
ply in every circumſtance. 
A few months before the emperor's death, there 
was a deſign concerted between ſome eminent per- 
ſons of both parties, whom the deſperate ſtate of 
the empire had united, to accuſe the miniſter at 
the firſt meeting of a new-choſen ſenate, which 
was then to aſſemble according to the laws of that 
empire. And it was believed, that the vaſt ex- 
| pence he muſt be at in chuſing an aſſembly proper 
for his purpoſe, added to the low ſtate of the trea- 
ſury, the encreaſing number of penſioners, the 
great diſcontent of the people, and the perſonal 
| hatred of the emperor ; would, if well laid open in 
| the ſenate, be of weight enough to ſink the mi- 
niſter, when it ſhould appear to his very penſioners 
and creatures that he could not Jupply them much 
longer. 
While this 18 was in 1 agitation, an account 
came of the emperor's death ; and the prince his 
ton, with univerſal joy, mounted the throne of 


1 Japan. 


The new emperor had always lived a private 
life, during the reign of his father; who, in his 
annual 3 never truſted him more than once 
with the reins of government, which he held ſo 
=venly that he became too popular to be confided 
in any more. He was thought not unfavourable to 
the Yortes, at leaſt not altogether to approve the 
_ virulence wherewith his father proceeded againſt 
them; and therefore, immediately upon his ſucceſ⸗ 
| — 8 = 10.08 
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ſion, the principal perſons of that denomination 


came, in ſeveral bodies, to kiſs the hem of his gar- 
ment, whom he received with great courteſy, and 
ſome of them with particular marks of diſtinction. 
The prince, during the reign of his father, hav- 
ing not been truſted with any public charge, em- 
ployed his leiſure in learning the language, the 


religion, the cuſtoms, and diſpoſition of the Ja- 


paneſe ; wherein he received great information, 


among others, from Nomptoc, maſter of his finances, 
and preſident of the ſenate, who ſecretly hated 
Lelop- Aw, the miniſter; and likewiſe from Ram- 


neh, a moſt eminent ſenator ; who, deſpairing to 


do any good with the father, had, with great in- 


duſtry, kill, and decency, uſed his endeavours to 


* inſtil good principles into the young Proves: 


"Upon the news of the former emperor's death, 
a grand council was ſummoned of courſe, where 


little paſſed beſides directing the ceremony of pro- 


claiming the ſucceſſor. But, in ſome days after, 


the new emperor, having conſulted with thoſe per- 
| ſons in whom he could chiefly confide, and ma- 
turely conſidered in his own mind the preſent ſtate 
of his affairs, as well as the difpoſition of his peo- 
ple, convoked another aſſembly of his council; 
wherein, after ſome time ſpent in general buſineſs, 
| ſuitable to the preſent emergency, he directed 


Lelop-Aw to give him, in as ſhort terms as he con- 
veniently could, an account of the nation's debts, 
of his management in the ſenate, and his negotia- | 


- tions with foreign courts : Which that miniſter 
| having = 
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having delivered, according to his uſual manner, 
with much aſſurance and little ſatisfaction, the em- 


peror deſired to be fully ſatisfied in the following 
particulars. 


Whether the vaſt expence of chuſing ſuch mem 
bers into the ſenate, as would be content to do the 


; public buſineſs, were abſolutely neceſſary? 2 


Whether thoſe members, thus choſen 1 in, would 


croſs and impede the neceſſary courſe of affairs, 


unleſs they were ſupplied with great ſums of money” 
and continued penſions ? 
Whether the ſame corruption and perverſeneks 


were to be expected from the nobles? _ 


Whether the empire of Japan were in ſo low 2 


condition, that the imperial envoys, at foreign 
courts, muſt be forced to purchaſe alliances, or 
prevent a war by immenſe bribes, given to the mi- 


niſters of all the neighbouring princes f 
Why the debts of the empire were ſo prodigi- 


oully advanced, in a peace of twelve years at home 
and abroad? 


Whether the Vortes were univerſally 3 to 
the religion and laws of the empire, and to the 1 im- 


perial family now reigning? 


Whether thoſe perſons, whoſe revenues conſiſt 


in lands, do uot give ſurer pledges of fidelity to 


the publick, and are more intereſted in the welfare 


of the empire, chan others whoſe fortunes conſiſt 


only i in money! ? 


And becauſe Zelp. . for 1 years paſt, 


had engroſſed the whole adminiſtration, t the em- 


[Che 
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peror ſignified, that from him alone he expected an 
anſwer. 5 

This miniſter, who had ſagacity enough to culti- 


| Tate an intereſt in the young prince's family during 


the late emperor's life, received early intelligence 
from one of his emiſſaries of what was intended at 


the council, and had ſufficient time to frame as plau- 


ble an anſwer as his cauſe and conduct would al- 
low, However, having deſired a few minutes to put 


his thoughts in order, he delivered them in the fol- 


lowing manner : 1 


oh SIR, 


pon this ſhort unexpected warning, to an- 
* ſwer your imperial majeſty's queries, I ſhould be 


ee wholly at a loſs, in your majeſty's auguſt pre- 


e ſence, and that of this moſt noble aſſembly, if I 


* were armed with a weaker defence than my own _ 


« loyalty and integrity, and the proſperous ſucceſs 
* of my endeavours, 


It is well known that the death of the wh 


Nena happened in a moſt miraculous juncture; 


and that, if ſhe had lived two months longer, 
e your illuſtrious family would have been deprived 
of your right, and we ſhould have ſeen an uſurper 
upon your throne, who would have wholly _ 
changed the conſtitution of this empire, both 


cc 
civil and ſacred ; and, although that empreſs died 


« continual ſeries of miracles, The tr uth of this 


appears 


in a moſt opportune ſeaſon, yet the peaceable en- 
* trance of your majeſty's father was effected by a 
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„ appears by that unnatural rebellion which the 


© Yortes raiſed, without the leaſt provocation, in 
« the firſt year of the late emperor's reign. which 


may be ſufficient to convince your majeſty, that 


© every ſoul of that denomination was, is, and will 
be for ever, a favourer of the pretender, a mortal 
«© enemy to your illuſtrious family, and an intro- 


& ducer of new Gods into the empire. Upon this 


foundation was built the whole conduct of our 
affairs; and, ſince a great majority of the king- 


„ dom was at that time reckoned to favour the 
“ Yortes faction, who, in the regular courſe of 
elections, muſt certainly have been choſen mem- 
ce bers of the ſenate then to be convoked ; it was 
* neceſſary, by the force of money, to influence 
< elections in ſuch a manner, that your majeſty” 


father might have a ſufficient number to weigh 


c down the ſcale on his fide, and thereby carry on 


e thoſe meaſures which could only ſecure him and 


« his family in the poſſeſſion of the empire. To 
cc ſupport this original plan, I came into the ſer- 


* vice: but the members of the ſenate, knowing 


te themſelves every day more neceſſary, upon the 
LE chuſing of a new ſenate, I found the charges 
« to ras, and that, after they were choſen, 
<< they inſiſted upon an increaſe of their penſions ; 
<« becauſe they well knew that the work could not 
be carried on without them: and I was more 


e general in my donatives, becauſe I thought it 
e vas more for the honour of the crown, that every 
vote ſhould paſs without a diviton ; 3 and that, 


4 x3 5 46 when 
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„ when a debate was propoſed, it ſhould i imme- 
« diately be quaſhed by putting the queſtion, 
e Sir, The date of the preſent ſenate 1s expired, 


and your imperial majeſty is now to convoke a 


« new one; which, I conſeſs, will be fomewhat 
% more expenſive than the laſt, becauſe the Yortes, 


&« from your favourable reception, have begun to 
4 re-aſſume a {pirit whereof the country had ſome 


6 intelligence; and we know the majority of the 


40 people, without proper management, would be 
«+ ſtill in that fatal intereſt, However, I dare un- 
e dertake, with the charge only of four hundred 
s thouſand ſprangs [a], to return as great a ma- 
60 jority of ſenators of the true ſtamp, as your ma- 
« jeſty can deſire, As to the ſums of money paid in 
8 foreign courts, I hope, in ſome years, to eaſe the 
| © nation of them, when we and our neighbours 
come to a good underſtanding. However, I 


ee will be bold to ſay, they are cheaper than a War, 
« where your majeſty i is to be a principal. 

The penſions, indeed, to ſenators and other 
6 perſons, muſt needs increaſe, from the reſtiveneſs 


of ſome, and ſcrupulous nature of others; and 


«© the new members, who are unpractiſed, muſt 


« have better encouragement, However, I dare 


« undertake to bring the eventual charge within 
eight hundred thouſand ſprangs. But to make this 


« eaſy, there ſhall be new funds raiſed,of which I have 
| © ſeveral ſchemes ready, without taxing bread or fleſh, 
25 which ſhall be referred to more prefling « occaſions, 


[a About A million &:rbog, | 
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Jour majeſty knows it is the laudable cuſtorz; 
& of all Eaftern princes, to leave the whole ma- 
„ nagement of affairs, both civil and military, to 


their viſirs. The appointments for your family, 
& and private purſe, ſhall exceed thoſe of your pre- 
e decefſors: You ſhall be at no trouble, further 


4e than to appear ſometimes in council, and leave 


the reſt to me: you ſhall hear no clamour or 
„ complaints: your ſenate ſhall, upon occaſtons, 


4 declare you the beſt of princes, the father of 
& your country, the arbiter of Ja, the defender 
& of the oppreſſed, and the delight of mankind, 

Sir, Hear not thoſe who would moſt falſely, 


ce impiouſly, and maliciouſly inſinuate, that your 


c government can be carried on without that whole- 
c {ome, neceſſary expedient, of ſharing the public 


« revenue with your faithful deſerving ſenators. 
« This, I know, my enemies are pleafed to call 
e bribery and corruption. Be it ſo: but I inſiſt, 
« that, without this bribery and corruption, the 


« wheels of government will not turn, or at leaſt 


„ will be apt to take fire, like other wheels, unlefs 


4% they be greaſed at proper times. If an angel 


from heaven ſhould deſcend, to govern this em- 


cc pire upon any other ſcheme than what our ene- 


* mies call corruption, he muſt return from whence 
ce 


he came, and leave the work undone. 


and conſequently cannot thrive in a bargain where 
nothing is to be gained. The poor electors, who 


- be; vice 


<« Sir, It is well known we are a trading nation, 


run from their Nope or the plough, for the ſer- 


c dered for their labour and their loyalty ? The 


& candidates, who, with the hazard of their per- 


ee ſons, the loſs of their characters, and the ruin 
te of their fortunes, are preferred to the ſenate, in 


« a country where they are ſtrangers, before the 
% very lords of the ſoil; are they not to be re- 


* warded for their zeal to your majeſty's ſervice, 


ce and qualified to live in your metropolis as be- 


& comes the luſtre of their ſtations? 


„ Sir, If I have given great numbers of the moſt 


“ profitable employments among my own relations 
« and neareſt allies, it was not out of any parti- 


« ality, but becauſe I know them beſt, and can 
„ beſt depend upon them. J have been at the pains 
to mould and cultivate their opinions. Abler 
| © heads might probably have been found, but they 
| « would not be equally under my direction. A 

„ huntſman, who hath the abſolute command of 
| © his dogs, will hunt more effectually than with a 
| ©. better pack, to whoſe manner and cry he is a 
| © ſtranger. 

5 Upon the eq will 3 to all thoſe 
£56 whobeſt knew your royal father, whether that bleſ- 
| © ſed monarch had ever one anxious thought for the 
| © publick, or diſappointment, or uneaſineſs, or want 
of money for all his occaſions, during the time of 

| © my adminiſtration? And, how happy the people 
„ confeſſed themſelves to be under ſuch a king, I 
„leave to their own numerous addreſſes; which * 


I politicians will allow to be the moſt infallible 
4 + — er 
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er vice of their country, are they not to be conſi- 
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50 proof how any nation ſtands affected to their ſo- 
„ vereign.“ 


Lelop- 4s having ended his ſpeech and ſtruck 
bis forehead thrice againſt the table, as the cuſtom 
is in Japan, ſate down with great complacency of 
mind, and much applauſe of his adherents, as might 
be obſerved by their countenances and their whil- 


pers. But the emperor's behaviour was remarkable; 
for, during the whole harangue, he appeared equal. 


ly attentive and uneaſy. After a ſhort pauſe, his 


majeſty commanded that ſome other counſellor 


ſhould deliver his thoughts, either to confirm or 


object againſt what had been {poken * lk. - Ay, 
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Sia, 


LTH 0 U G H, in one of your papers, you 
| declare an intention of turning them, during 
| the dead ſeaſon of the year, into accounts of do- 
| meſtic and foreign intelligence; yet I think we, 
your correſpondents, ſhould not underſtand your 
meaning ſo literally, as if you intended to reject in- 
ſerting any other paper, which might probably be 
uſeful for the publick. Neither, indeed, am [I fully 
convinced, that this new courſe you reſolve to take 
will render you more ſecure than your former lau- 
dable practice, of inſerting ſuch ſpeculations as were 
| ſent you by ſeveral well-wiſhers to the good of the 
Kingdoms however grating ſuch notices might be 
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to fome, who wanted ncither power nor inclination 


to reſent then at your coſt. For, fince there is a 
direct law againſt ſpreading falſe news, if you 


ſhouid veniure to tell us in one of the Craftſmen 
that the dey of Algzers had got the tooth- ach, or the 
king of Bantam had taken a purge, and the facts 


ſhould be contravicted in ſucceeding pacquets; I do 
not ſee what plea you could offer to avoid the ut- 
molt penalty of the law, becauſe you are not ſup- 


poſed to be very gracious among thoſe who are e moſt 


able to hurt you. 
Beſides, as I take your intentions to be cer 
meant for the public ſervice, ſo your original method 


of entertaining and inſtructing us will be more ge- 


neral and more uſeful in this ſeaſon of the year, 


- when people are retired to amuſements more cool, 


more innocent, and much more reaſonable, than 


' thoſe they have left; when their paſſions are ſub- 
| ſided or ſuſpended; when they have no occaſions 
of inflaming themſelves, or each other : where they 
will have opportunities of hearing common ſenſe, 
every day in the week, from their tenants or neigh- 
bouring farmers, and thereby be qualified, in hours 


of rain or leiſure, to read and conſider the advice or 
information you ſhall ſend them. 
Another weighty reaſon why you ſhould not al. 


ter your manner of writing, by dwindling to a 


news-monger, is becauſe there is no ſuſpenſion of 


arms agreed on between you and your adverſaries, 


who fight. with a ſort of weapons which have two 


wonderful qualities, that they are never to be worn 


out 
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out, and are beſt wielded by the weakeſt hands, and 


which the poverty of our language forceth me to 


call by the trite appellations of Scurrility, Slander, 


and Billingſgate. Iam far from thinking that theſe 
gentlemen, or rather their employers (for the ope- 
|  rators themſelves are too obſcure to be gueſſcd at), 
mould be anſwered after their own way, although 

it were poſſible to drag them out of their obſcurity; 5 

but I wiſh you woald* enquire what real uſe ſuch a 

conduct is to the cauſe they have been fo largely 


paid to defend. The author of the three firſt Oc- 


caſional Letters, a perſon altogether unknown, hath 


been thought to glance (for what reaſons he beft 


knows) at ſome public proceedings, as if they were 
not agreeable to his private opinions. In anſwer to 
this, the pamphleteers retained on the other ſide are 
inſtructed by their ſuperiors, to fangle out an adver- 
ſary whoſe abilities they moſt have reaſon to apprę- 
hend, and to load himſelf, his family, and friends, 
with all the infamy that a perpetual converſation 


in Bridewell, Newgate, and the ſtews, could fur- 
niſn them; but at the ſame time, ſo very unluckily, 


that the moſt diſtinguiſhing parts of their characters 
ſtrike directly in the face of their benefactor, whoſe 
idea, preſenting itſelf along with his guineas perpe- 
tually to their imagination, occaſioned. this deſpe- 
rate blunder, 
But, allowing this heap of 1 to be tmath; = 
and applied to the proper perſon ; what is to be the 
' conſequence? Are our public debts to be the ſooner 
48855 the neee that author complains of hag 
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be the ſooner cured; an honourable peace, or a 
gloridus war, the more likely to enſue ; trade to 
flouriſh ; the Offend company to be demoliſhed ; 
Gibraltar and Port-Mahon left entire in our poſſeſ- 
ſion; the balance of Europe to be preſerved ; the 
malignity of parties to be for ever at an end; none 
but perſons of merit, virtue, genius, and learning to 
be encouraged ? I aſk whether any of theſe effects 
will follow upon the publication of this author's 
libel, even fu; poling. he could worn every {yllabie 
of it to be rue?” 


At the ſame time, I am well aud; that the 


only reaſon of aſcribing thoſe papers to a particular 
perſon, is built upon the information of a certain 
pragmatical ſpy of quality, well known to act in that 


Capacity by thoſe into whoſe company he inlinuates 


himſelf; a ſort of perſons who, although without 
much love, eſteem, or dread of people in preſent 


power, yet have too much common prudence to 
ſpeak their thoughts with freedom before ſuch an | 
intruder ; who, therefore, impoſes groſsly upon his 
| maſters, if he makes them pay for any thing but | 


his own conjectures. 2 


It is a grievous miſtake in a great eb to | 
neglect or deſpiſe, much more to irritate, men of 
-genius and learning. I have heard one of the wiſeſt 
perſons in my time obſerve, that an adminiſtration. 
was to be known and judged by the talents of thoſe 


who appeared their advocates in print. This I 


muſt never allow to be a general rule; yet I cannot 


but think it e e that, + among 
SERIE | 5 _ Rn . 
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the anſwerers, defenders, repliers, and panegyriſts, 
ſtarted up in defence of preſent perſons and pro- 
ceedings, there hath not yet ariſen one whoſe la- 
bours we can read with patience, however we may 
applaud their loyalty and good- will. And all this 
with the advantages of conſtant ready pay, of 
natural and acquired venom, and a grant of the 


whole fund of ſlander, to range over and riot in as 
they pleaſe. 85 


On the other ſide, a e writer of Occaſi- 
nal Letters, and other vexatious papers, in gogjunc- 
tion perhaps with one or two friends as bad as him- 
ſelf, is able to diſconcert, teaze, and ſour us when- 
ever he thinks fit, merely by the ſtrength of genius 
and truth; and after ſo dextrous a manner, that, 
when we are vexed to the ſoul, and well know the 


| reaſons why we are ſo, we are aſhamed io own the 


firſt, and cannot tell how to exprels the other. In 


a word, i ſeems to me that all the writers are on 


one ſide, and all the railers on the other. 5 
However, I do not pretend to aſſert, that it is im- 
poſſible for an ill miniſter to find men of wit, who 
may be drawn, by a very valuable conſideration, to 
undertake his defence; but the misfortune is, that 


the heads of ſuch writers rebel againſt their hearts; 
their genius forſakes them, when they would offer 
| to proſtitute it to the ſervice of injuſtice corrup- 

tion, party- rage, and falſe 3 of 0s 5 
and perſons, 


And this is the beſt argument 1. can offer in de- 


ſence of great mon. who have been of late: ſo very 3 


122 ALETTER rv the Writer 
unhappy in the choice of their paper-champions : 
although I cannot much commend their good huſ- 
bandry, in thoſe exorbitant payments of twenty and 
| fixty guineas at a time for a ſcuryy pamphlet; ſince 
the ſort of work they require is what will all come 
within the talents of any one, who hath enjoyed the 


| bappineſs of a very bad education, hath kept the 


vileſt company, is endowed with a ſervile ſpirit, is 
maſter of an empty pare, and a heart full of ma- 
. 
hut, to ſpeak the ruth i in hens,” it t ſhould 
ſeem a little hard, ſince the old Whiggiſh prin- 
ciple hath been recalled of ſtanding up for the li- 
berty of the preſs, to a degree, that no man, for ſe- 
veral years paſt, durſt venture out a thought which 
did not ſquare to a point with the maxims and prac- 
tices that then prevailed : I ſay, it is a little hard 
that the vileſt mercenaries ſhould be countenanced, 
preferred, rewarded, for diſcharging their brutalities 
againſt men of honour, V upon a bare conjec· 
ture. 
If it ſhould happen that theſe profligates have at- 
tacked an innocent perſon, I aſk what ſatisfaction 


can their hirers give in return? Not all the wealth 


raked together by the moſt corrupt rapacious mini- 

| ters, in the longeſt courſe of unlimited power, 

would be ſufficient to atone for the hundredth part 
5 of ſuch an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is a ſituation 
ſufficient in all conſcience to ſatisfy a reaſonable 
ambition, for 4 private perſon to command the laws, 
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the forces, the revenues of a great kingdom, to re- 
ward and advance his followers and fatterers as he 


pleaſes, and to keep his enemies (real or Imaginary ) 


in the duſt. In ſuch an cxaltation, why {ſhould he | 
be at the trouble to make uſe of fools to found nis 
praiſes (because I always chought the lion wa 


A „Bard 
ſet, when he choſe the aſs fob his trumpeter) or 


knaves to revenge his quarrel, at the expence of in- 


nocent men's reputations? 
With all thoſs advantages, I cannot ſee why p Pere 


ſons, in the height of power, ſhould be under the 


| leaſt concern on account of their reputation, for 
which they have no manner of ule z or to ruin that 


of others, which may perhaps be the only poſſeſon 
their enemies have left them. Suppoſing times of 
corruption, which I am very far from Joins, it a 


| writer diſplays them in their proper colours, does he 
do any thing worſe than ſending cuſtomers to the 
ſhop? Here only, at the ſign of tne Brazen Head, 
are to be fold places and penſions : : beware ot ae 

| terfeits, and take care of miſtaking the door. 


For my own part, I think it very unneceſſary to 


| give the character of a great miniſter in the fulneſs : 
of his power, becauſe it is a thing that naturally 
| does itſelf, and is obvious to the eyes of all mankind; 
| for his perſonal qualities are all derived into 45 
moſt minute parts of his adminiſtration. If this be 
juſt, prudent, regular, impartial, intent upon the 
public good, prepared for preſ-nt exigencies, and 
| provident of che future; ſuch is the director him 
| ſelf in his private capac y: if it be rapacious, in- 
— to lent, 
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ſolent, partial, palliating long and deep diſeaſes of 


the publick with empirical remedies, falſe, diſguiſed, 
»mpudent, malicious, revengeful; you ſhall infal- 
libly find the private life of the conductor to anſwer 
in every point, nay, what is more, every twinge 


of the gout or gravel will be felt in their conſequen- 
ces by the community : as the thief-catcher, upon 
viewing a houſe broke open, could immediately di- 
ſtinguiſh, from the manner of the workmanſhip, 7 


what hand it was done. 


It is hard to form a maxim againſt which an ex- 
ception is not ready to ſtart up: So, in the preſent 
caſe, where the miniſter grows enormouſly rich, the 
publick is proportionably poor; as, in a private fa- 


mily, the ſteward always thrives the faſteſt, when his 
lord is running out. * 1 #. # 
- -m u 6-04 o 
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pUBLIC ABSURDITIES 


IN ENGLAND. 


T is a common topick of ſatire, which you will 
hear not only from the mouths of miniſters of 
ſtate, but of every whiffler in office, that half a dozen 


| obſcure fellows, over a bottle of wine or a diſh of 
coffee, ſhall preſume to cenſure the actions of par- 


liaments and councils, to form ſchemes of govern- 


ment, and new-model the commonwealth ; and 
this uſually ridiculed as a pragmatical diſpoſition to 


politicks, in the very nature and genius of the peo- 
ple. It may poſſibly be true: and yet I am grofsly 
deceived if any ſober man, of very moderate talents, 


when he reflects upon the many ridiculous hurtful 


maxims, cuſtoms, and general rules of life, which 
prevail in this kingdom, would not with great rea- 
ſon be tempted, according to the preſent turn of 


his humour, either to laugh, lament, or be angry; 


or, if he were ſanguine enough, perhaps to dream 
of a remedy. It is the miſtake of wiſe and good 
men, that they expect more reaſon and virtue from 
human nature, than, taking it in the bulk, it is in 
any fort capable of, Whoever hath been preſent at 
councils or aſſemblies of any fort, if he be a man 
of common prudence, cannot but have obſerved ſuch | 


E reſults a and opinions to have frequently paſſed a ma- 


jority, 
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jority, as he would be aſhamed to advance in pri- 
vate converſation. I ſay nothing of cruelty, oppreſ- 
fion, injuſtice, and the like, beezuſe theſe are fairly 


to be accounted for in all aſſemblies, as beſt grati- 


fying the paſſions and intereſts of leaders; which i3 
a point of ſuch high conſideration, that all others 
mult give place to it; But I would be underſtood 


here to ſpeak only of opinions ridiculous, fooliſh, 
and abſurd ; with concluſions and actions ſuitable to 
them, at the ſame time, when the moſt reaſonable 


propoſitions are often unanimouſly rejected. 


And, as all aflemblies of men are liable to this 
accuſation, ſo likewiſe there are natural abſurdities 


from which the wiſeſt ſtates are not exempt, which 
proceed leſs from the nature of their climate than 


that of their government; the Gauls, the Britons, 


the Spantards, and Ttalians, having retained very 


little of the characters 8 them in | antient hil- 


tory. 
By theſe ind . like 1 I have been of 
ten led to conſider ſome public abſurdities in our 
own country, moſt of which are, in my opinion, 


directly againſt the rules of right reaſon, and are 
attended with great inconveniences to the ſtate, I 


ſhall mention ſuch of them as come into memory, 
without obſerving any method; and I ſhall give 


my reaſon why I take them to be abſurd in their 


nature, and pernicious in their conſequence. | 


It is abſurd that any perſon, who profeſſeth * 
different form of worſhip from that which is nati- 


onal, houtd be truſted with a vote ſor electing 
- member 


ch. 


man is full of zeal for his own religion, although 
he regards not morality z and, therefore, will en- 
deavour to his utmoſt to bring in a repreſentative of 
his own principles, which, if they be popular, may 


endanger the religion eſtabliſhed ; which, as it hath 
formerly happened, may alter the whole frame of ET 


TIE. | 
A ſtanding army in England, wheth- T in time of 


peace or war, is a direct abſurdity. For it is ns 


part of our buſineſs to be a warlike nation, other- 


| wiſe than by our fleets, In foreign wars we have 


no concern, further than in conjunction with allies, 


whom we may either aſſiſt by ſea, or by foreign 
troops paid with our money. But mercenary troops 
in England can be of no uſe, except to awe ſenates, 


and thereby promote bine power in a monarchy | 
, or oligarchy, 


That the election of 3 Gould be of any 


| charge to the candidates, is an abſurdity; but, that it 
| ſhould be ſo to a miniſtry, is a manifeſt acknow- 
| ledgement of the worſt deſigns, If a miniſtry in- 
| tended the ſervice of their prince and country, or 
well underſtood wherein their own ſecurity beſt 
conſiſted (as it is impoſſible that a parliament freely 55 
| elected, according to the original inſtitution, can da 
| any hurt to a tolerable prince or tolerable miniſtry} 
they would uſe the ſtrongeſt methods to leave the 
people to their own free choice: the members would 
chen conſiſt of perſons who had beſt eſtates in the 
| neighbourhood « or county, or at leaſt never of -- 
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ſtrangers. And ſurely this is at leait full as requi- 
fite a circumitance to a legiſlator, as to a juryman, 
who ought to be, if poſſible, ex vicinio; ſince ſuch 
perſons muſt be ſuppoſed the beſt judges of the wants 
and defires of their ſeveral boroughs and counties, 
To chuſe a repreſentative for Berwick, whoſe eſtate 
is at Land's End, would have been thought in for- 
mer times a very great ſoleciſm; how much more 
as it is at preſent, where ſo many perſons are re- 
turned for boroughs, who do not polleſs a foot of 
land in the kingdom? 
By the old conſtitution, whoever poſſeſſed a free- 
hold in land, by which he was a gainer of forty- 
ſhillings a year, had the privilege to vote for a 
knight of the ſhire. The good effects of this law 
are wholly eluded, partly by the courſe of time, 
and partly by corruption. Forty ſhillings in thoſe 
ages were equal to twenty pounds in ours; and there- 
tw it was then a want of ſagacity to fe that pri- 
vilege to a determinate ſum, rather than to a certain 
quantity of land, arable or paſture, able to produce 
a certain quantity of corn or hay. And therefore 
it is highly abſurd, and againſt the intent of the n 
law, that this def-& i is not regulated. „ 
But the matter is ſtill worſe; for any 3 8 
can, upon occaſion, make as many freeholders as 
| his eſtate or ſettlement will allow, by making leafes 2 
for life of land at a rack rent of forty ſhillings, Je. 
 whcre a tenant, who is not worth one farthing a 
year, when his rent is paid, ſhall be held a legal 
voter for a perſon to repreſent his county, Neither 
e CCC CC 
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is T enter into half the frauds that are practiſed ups 


on this occation. 


It is lik-wiſe abſurd, that borouzhs decayed are 


| not abſolutely ex in guiſhed, becauſe the returned 
. members do in reality roprefein nobody at al]; and 
| that ſeveral large towns are not repreſented, though 
| full of induſtrious townimen, who much advance 


the trade of the kingdom. 

The claim of ſenators. to have themſelves and 
ſervants exempted from law-ſuits and arreſts, is ma- 
nifeſtly abſurd. The proceedings at law are already 
ſo ſcandalous a a gricvance, upon account of the de- 
lays, that they little need any addition. Whoever 
is either not able, or not willing, to pay bis juſt 


debts, or, to keep other men out of their lands, 


would evade the deciſion of the law, is ſurely but 
ill qualified to be a legiſlator. A criminal, with as 
good reaſon, might ſit on the bench, with a power 
of condemning men to be hanged for their honeſty. 


By the 1 ſitting of cartiaments, and the days 


of privilege preceding and fubſcquent, a ſenator is 
one half of the year beyond the reach of common 5 


Juſtice, | . 


That the facred len of a ſenator's footman mall ? 
be free from arreſt, although he undoes the poor 
ale wife by running on ſcore, is a circumſtance of 
equal wiſdom and Juſtice, to avoid the great evil 
of his maſter's. lady wanting her compliment of 
liveries behind the coach. 
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BISHOP BURNET's HISTORY. 


HIS author is, in moſt particulars, the 


worſt qualified fer an hiſtorian that ever I. 
niet with. His ſtyle is rough, full of impro- 


prieties, in expreſſions often Scotch, and often 
tuch as are uſed by the meaneſt people, He 


| diſcovers a great ſcarcity of words and phraſes, 
by repeating the ſame ſeveral hundred times, 
for want of capacity to vary them. His 
. obſervations are mean and trite, and very often 
falſe. His Secret Hiſtory | 18 generally made up of 
coffee-houſe ſcandals, or at beſt from reports at the 
third, or fourth, or fifth hand. The account of the 
- pretender's birth, would only become an old wo- 


men ina ae corner. His vanity runs into- 
erably through the whole book, affecting to have 


hi of conlequence at nineteen years old, and 


while he was a little Scotch parſon of 40 pounds 2 


year. He was a gentleman born, and, in the time 

of his youth and vigour, drew in an old maiden 
daught ter of a Scotch earl to marry him. His cha- 
FI ITY are miſerably wrought, in many things 


miſtaken, and all of them detracting, except oi 
thoſe who were friends to the preſbyterians.. That 


— __ love of livery he boaſts Of is abſolutely. failc; 


TOM for 
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i for the firſt book that, I believe, he ever publiſhed is 


an entire treatiſe in favour of paſſive obedience and 
abſolute power; ſo that his reflexions on the clergy 
for aſſerting and then changing thoſe principles, 
come very improperly from him. He is the moſt. 
partial of all writers that ever pretended ſo much 
to impartiality ; and yet I, who knew him well, 

am convinced that he is as impartial. as he could 
poſſibly find in his heart; I am ſure, more than Lever 
expected from him; particularly in bis accounts 
of the Papiſt and Fanatic plots. This work may be 
more properly called I Hiftory of Scotland during 
the author's time, with ſome 423 & relating to Eng- 
land, rather than deſerve the title he gives it. For 
[ i two thirds of it relate only to that beggar- 
ly nation, and their inſignificant brangles and facti- 


ons. What he ſucceeds beſt in is, in giving ex- 


tracts of arguments and debates in council or par- 


liament. Nothing recommends his book but the 


recency of the facts he mentions, moſt of them being 


| {till in memory, eſpecial ly the ſtory of the Revell 
tion; which, however, is not ſo well told as might be 
expected from one who affects to have had fo Seni 


derable a ſhare in it. After all, he was a man of 


generoſity and good- -nature, and very communica— 
tive; but, in his ten laſt years, was abſolutely par- 
ty-mad, and fancied he ſaw popery unaer every 
buſh. He hath told me many pailages not menti- 


ped in this Hiſtory „and many that are, but with 
Geral circumſtances ſuppreſi: 4 Or altered. He ne- 


ver gives a good character without one eſſential 


1 * 
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point, that the perſon was ten ler to diſſenters, and 
thought many things in the church ought to be 
amended, 


| | Setting up for a maxim, Laying down far a marin, 


Clapt up, Decency, and ſome other words and pbrales, 


he uſes many hundred times. 


Cut out for a Court, 4 pardoning planet, Clapt rep, 
Left in the lurch, The Mob, Outed, A great beauty, 
Went roundly to work All theie phraſes, uſed by 
the vulgar, ſhew him to Have kept mean or Aran 
company i in his . 
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| From the Tovation of it by JuLivs CSR to 


WILIA THE CongueRon. 


* H E wet uation account we have of Bri- 
tain is, that the iſland was full of inhabitants, 
divided into ſeveral petty kingdoms, as moſt nations 
of the world appear to have been at firſt. The bo- 


dies of che Britons were painted with a ſky- coloured 
blue, either as an ornament or elſe for terror to their 
enemies. In their religion they were Heathens, 
as all the world was before garde, —_— the 
Bl EEE | 
Their iel were called B ; theſe lived i in 
hollow trees, and committed not their myſteries 
| to writing, but delivered them down by tradition, 
whereby they were in time wholly loſt. 


The Britons had wives in common, ſo many to 


2 particular tribe or ſociety, and the children were 


in common to that ſociety, _ 


About fifty years before Chri 55 7. Cefar, 


the firſt Roman emperor, having conquered Gaul or 
Techs invaded Bruain, rather to increaſe his 290. 
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ry than conqueſts ; for, having overcome the na- 


tives in one or two battles, he returned; 
The next invaſion of Britain by the Remans (then 
maſters of moſt of the known world) was in the 


reign of the emperor 5 5 but it was not whol- 


ly ſubdued till that of Nero. It was governed b; 
licutenants, or deputies, ent from Reme, as Tre. 
land is now by deputics from England, and conti- 
nued thus under the Romans for about 460 years; 
till, that empire being invaded by the Goths and 
Vandal, the Romans were forced not only to recal 
their own armies, but alſo to draw from hence the 
braveſt of the Britons, for their aſhſtance againſt 
thoſe Barbarians. _ 
The Roman conqueſts in this inland reached no 
further Northward than to that part of Scotland 
where Stirling and Glaſgow are ſeated: The region 
beyond was held not worth the conquering, : It was 
inhabited by a barbarous people, called Caledonian: 
and Pics; who, being a rough herce nation, dai- 
ly inſcſted the Britiſp borders. Therefore the em- 
peror Severus built a wall, from Stirling to Glaſgow, 
to prevent the invaſions of the Pas: It is common- 
ly called The Pigs Wall - 
Theſe Pits and 8 or Scots, encou- 
_ raged. by the departure of the Romans, do now 
ans infeſt and invade the Britons by ſea and 
| A. P. 4 land: the Britons chuſe Vortigern for 
?* their king, who was forced to invite 
the Saxons -— a fierce Northern people) to aſſiſt him 
againſt thoſe Barbarians, The Saxons came over, 


Is 
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and beat the Pics in ſeveral battles; but, at laſt, - 
pick quarrels with the Britons themſelves ; and, 
after a long war, drive them into the mountains of 


CIS 20 ee ee — - 5 
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8 Males and Cormuall, and eſtabliſn themſelves in 
; ſeven kingdoms in Britain (by them now called 
England). The ſeven kingdoms are uſually ſtiled 
* WU the Saxon Heptarchy. | | 
5 About this time lived king Arthur XY: a6 | 
= the whole ſtory be not a fable) N | 
') who was fo famous for beating the Sarens 1 in ſeve- i 
1 ral battles. | 
a The Britens received Chriſtianity very early, 
0 and, as is reported, from ſome of the diſciples 
| themſelves : ſo that, when the Romans left Britain, 
the Britons were generally Chriſtians, But the 
gas Saxons were Heathens, till pope Gregory the Great 
_ ſent over hither Auſtin the monk, by 
38 whom Ethelbert king of the gout h- A. D. boo. 
has Saxons, and his ſubjects, were converted to Chriſti- 
mn anity ; and the whole iſland ſoon followed the cx- 
op ample, | 
5 After many various revolutions in this iſland 
oh among the kingdoms of the Saxons, Egbert, de- 
a (ended from the Weſt- Saxon kings, * D. 8 
became ſole monarch of England. 00. 
on The language in Britain was Britiſh (now call- 
ed Welz ) or Latiers but, with the Saxons, Engliſh 
and came in (aithough extremely different from what it 
for is now). The preſent names of towns, ſhires, Sc, 
Wa | were given by them; and the whole kingdom was 
him K 4 called 
ver, 
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called England from the Angles, who were a branch 
of the Saxony. 

As ſoon as the Saxons were ſettled, the Danes 
began to trouble and invade them, as they {586 
| Saxons) had before done the Britons, 5 

Theſe Danes came out of Germany, Denmark, 
and Norway, a rough watlike people, little dif- 
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ferent from the Saxons, to whom 07 were neigh- 


hours, 


king of England ſets forth the firſt navy. He 
was entitled king of all Albion (an old name of this 
iſland), and was the firſt abſolute monarch. He 
made peace with the Danes, and allowed them to 


he in his dominions mixt with the Engliſh. 


Ia this prince's time there were five kings in 
Wales, who all did him homage for their country. 

Theſe Danes began firſt to make their invaſions 
here about the year 800, which they after renewed 


at ſeveral times, and under ſeveral leaders, and 


were as often repulſed. They uſed to come with 
_ vaſt numbers of fhips, burn and ravage before 
them; as the cities of London, i e &c, 


Enccu: -aged by ſucceſs and prey, they often win= 


tered in England, fortilying themſelves in the 
Northern parts, from whence they cruelly infeſted 
the Saxon kings, In proceſs of time, they mixed 


with the Znglih (as was faid before) and lived un- 


der the Saxon government: but Ethelred, then 
king of England, growing weary of 
A. N the Daniſ inlolence, a conſpiracy 1s 


CE EEE cnÞ 


After many invaſions bon the . Edgar 


r E n a « 


over England, 
Four years after, Sweyn king of Base d, to 


revenge the death of his ſubjects, invades England; 
and, after many battles fought and much cruelty 
exerciſed, he ſubdues the whole Kingdom, forcing 
| F#thelred to fly into Normandy. 


Sweyn dying, his fon Canutus re in the 


kingdom; but, Ethelred returning with an army, 
| Canutus i is forced to withdraw to Denmark for ſuc- 


Cour, 


Ethelred dies, and his fam Eau! Ironfide ſue- 
cans but, Canutus returning with freſh forces 


from Denmark, aſter ſeveral buceles; the kingdom 


is parted between them both. Edmond dying, his 
ſons are ſent beyond ſea by Canutus, who now is 
ſole king of England. 
Hardicanute, the laſt Daniſh king, ping with= 
out iſſue, Edward, ſon of Ethelred, is choſen king. 
For his great holineſs, he was ſurnamed the Con- 
feſſor, and fainted after his death. He was the 
firſt of our princes that attempted to cure the king's 
evil by touching. He firſt introduced what is 


now called the Common Law. In his time began 
the mode and humour among the £ngliſh gentry, 


of uſing the French tongue and faſhions, in com- 

pliance with the king, who had been bred up. in 
Normandy. © 
The Daniſh government in England laſted but 7g 


twenty-ſix years, under the three kings, 
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formed, and the Danes maſſacred in one day all 
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Edward the Confeſtor married the daughter if 
earl Gedwin, an Engliſb nobleman of great power, 
but of Daniſh extraction; but, wanting iſſue, he 
appointed Edgar Atheling, grandſon to his brother, 
to ſucceed him, and Harold, ſon of earl Godwir, 
to be governor of the young prince. But, upon 
Edward's death, Harold neglected Edgar Atheling, 
and uſurped the crown for him elf. . 

| Edward, while he was in Normandy, met fo 
good reception, that it was faid he made a promiſe | 
to that duke, that, in caſe he recovered his King- 
dom, and died without iſſue, he would leave it to 
him. Edward dying, William duke of Normandy 
ends to Harold to claim the crown; but Harold, 
now in poſſeſſion, reſolves to keep it. Upon 
which duke 7/illiam, having prepared a mighty 
fleet and army, invades England, lands at Haſtinge, 
and ſets fire to his fleet, to cut off all hope from 
his men of returning. To Harold he ſent his meſ- 
e demanding he kingdom and his ſubjecti- 
: but Harold returned bio this anſwer, that, 
b he departed his land, he would make him 
ſenſible of his juſt diſpleaſure. So Harold advanced 
his forces into dex, within ſeven miles of his 
enemy. The Norman duke, to ſave the effuſion of 
blood, ſent theſe offers to Harold; either wholly 
to reſign the kingdom to him, or to try the quarrel 
with him in ſingle combat. To this Harald did 
not agree. — 


Thien. 


— 


hae > 


under the name of William the Con- 
3 e 1 
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Then the battle Med. The Normans had 
gotten the worſt, if it had not been for a ſtratagem 
they invented, which got them the day. In this 
engagement Harold was killed, and William duke 


of Normandy became king of England, 148 
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MEMBER OP PARLIAMENT 


IN IRELAND, 


Upon chuſing a new SPEAKER there, 
Written in the Year 1708. 


EIN 


OU may ea believe J am not at all ſur- 
priſed at what you tell me, ſince it is but a 
confirmation of my own conjecture that I ſent you 


laſt week, and made you my reproaches upon at a 
venture. It looks exceeding ſtrange, yet J believe 
it to be a great truth, that, in order to carry 8 
point in your houſe, the two following circum- 
ſtances are of great advantage: firſt, to have an ill 


cauſe; and, ſecondly, to be a minority. For both 
theſe circumſtances are extremely apt to invite 


men, to make them aſſiduous in their attendance, 


watchful of opportunities, zealous for gaining over 


proſelytes, and often ſucceſsful; which is not to 


be wondered at, when ſavour and intereſt are on 


the hide of their opinion. Whereas, on "the con- 


N. | 
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trary, 4 majority with a good cauſe are negligent 
and ſupine, They think it ſufficient to declare 
themſelves upon opinion in favour of their party; 
but, failing againſt the tide of favour and prefer- 
ment, they are eaſily ſcattered and driven back. 
In ſhort, they want a common principle to cement, 


and motive to ſpirit them. For the bare acting 


upon a principle from the dictates of a good con- 


ſcience, or proſpect of ſerving the publick, will not 
go very far under the preſent diſpoſitions of man- 


kind, This was amply verified laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, upon occaſion of the money-bill, the 
merits of which ! ſhall not pretend to examine. It 


is enough that, upon the firſt news of its tranſ- 


miſſion hither, in the form it afterwards appeared, 
the members, upon diſcourſe with their friends, 
ſcemed unanimous againſt it, I mean thoſe of both 
parties, except a few, who were looked upon as 
perſons ready to go any lengths preſcribed them by 


the court. Yet, with only a weak canvaſſing 
among a very few hands, the bill paſt, after a full : 


debate, by a very great majority. Yer, I believe, | 


| you will hardly attempt perſuading me, or any 
body elſe, that one man in ten, of thoſe who 


changed their language, were moved by reaſons 


any way aft. Qing the merits of the cauſe, but 


merely through hope, fear, indolence, or good- 
manners. Nay, | have been aſſured from good 


hands, that mere was ſtill a number ſufficient to 


make a majority againſt the bill, if they had not 
app rehended the other ſide to be ſecure, and there- 
fore 
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fore thought it imprudence, by declaring them- 
ſelves, to diſoblige the government to no purpoſe. 


Reflecting upon this and forty other paſſages, in 


the ſeveral Houſes of Commons ſince the Revolu— 
tion, makes me apt to think there is nothing a 
chief governor can be commanded to attempt here 
_ wherein he may not ſucceed, with a very compe- 
tent ſhare of addreſs, and with ſuch aſſiſtance as he 
will always find ready at his devotion. And there- 

fore I repeat what I ſaid at fiſt, that I am not at 

all ſurpriſed at what you tell me. For, if there 
had been the leaſt ſpark of public ſpirit left, thoſe 


who wiſhed well to their country and its conſtitu- 
tion in church and ſtate ſhould, upon the firſt 
news of the late ſpeaker's s promotion (and you and 
J know it might have been done a great deal ſcon- 


er), have immediately gone together, and conſulted ' 
about the Atteſt perſon to ſucceed him. But, by 
all I can comprehend, you have been fo far from 
proceeding thus, that it hardly ever came into any 
of your heads. And the reaſon you give is the 
worlt in the world : That none offered themſelves, 
and you knew not whom to pitch upon. It ſeems, 
however, the other party was more reſolved, or at 


jeaſt not ſo modeſt : for you ſay, your vote is en- 


gaged againſt your opinion, and ſeveral gentlemen 


in my neighbourhood tell me the ſame ſtory of 


_ themſelves. This, I confeſs, is of an unuſual. 
train, and a good many ſteps below any conde- | 
ſcenſions a court will, I hope, ever require from 
| you. | I ſhall not trouble myſelf to enquire was is 


12 
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the perſon for whom you and others are engaved, 


or whether there be more candidates from that ſide 


than one. You tell me nothing of either; and 1 
never thought it worth the queſtion to any body 
elſe. But, in ſo weighty an affair, and againſt 
your judgment, I cannot look upon you as irre- 


vocably determined. T herefore 1 deſire you will 


give me leave to reaſon with you 2 little upon the 
ſubject, left your compliance, or inadvertency, f. , heuld 


put you upon what you may have caule to repent 


of as long as you Ive. 
You know very well, the great bullnefs of the 
bigh-Aying whigs, at this juncture, is to endeavour 


a 2 repeal] of the teſt-clauſe. You know likewiſe 


that the moderate men, both of high and low- 
church, profeſs to be wholly averſe from this deſign, 


as thinking it beneath the policy of common gar- 


deners to cut down the only hedge that ſhelters 


from the North. Now, I Will put the caſe; If 
| the perſon to whom you have promiſed your vote 
be one of whom you bave the Ieaſt apprehenſion 


that he will promote or aitent to the repealing of 
that clauſe, whether it be decent or proper. he 


| ſhould be the mouth of an afſembly, whereof a very 
great majority pretend to abhor his opinion ? can. 
a body, whoſe mouth and heart muſt go fo con- 
trary ways, ever act with ſincerity, or hardly with 


conſiſtence? Such a man is no proper vehicle to 


retain or convey t the ſenſe of the houf. (ey which, in 


ſo many points of the greateſt moment, will be di- 


rectly contrary to his. It is full as abſurd, as to 
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prefer a man to a biſhoprick who denies revealed 
religion. But it may poflibly be a great deal 
worſe, What if the perſon you defign to vote in- 
to that important poſt, ſhould not only be a de- 
clared enemy of the ſacramental teſt, but ſhould 
prove to be a ſolicitor, an encourager, or even a 
penner of addreſſes to complain of it? Do you 
think it ſo indifferent a thing, that a promiſe of 
courſe, the effect of compliance, importunity, 
ſhame of refuſing, or any the like move, ſhall 

_ oblige you paſt the power of retrafting? _ 
Perhaps you will tell me, as foals: have already 
had the weakneſs, that it is of little importance to 
either party to have a ſpeaker of their fide, his buſi- 
neſs being only to take the ſenſe of the houſe and 
report it; that you often, at committees, put an 
able ſpeaker into the chair on purpoſe to prevent 
him from ſtopping a bill. Why, if it were no 
more than this; I believe I ſhould hardly chuſe, 
even among my footmen, ſuch a one to deliver 2 
meſſage, whoſe intereſt and opinion led him to wiſh 
it might miſcarry, But | remember to have head 
colonel Birch of Herefordſhire ſay, that he was a 
very ſorry ſpeaker, whoſe ſingle vote was not bet- 
ter than fifty common ones. I am ſure it is reck- 
oned in Zagland the ſirſt great teſt of the prevalency 
of either party in the houſe. Sir Thomas Lyttleton 
thought, that a houſe of commons with a ſtinking 
breath (ſuppoſing the ſpeaker to be the mouth) 
would go near to infect every thing within the 
walls, and a great deal without, It is the ſmalleſt 
| part 
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part of an able ſpeaker's buſineſs, what he performs 
in the houſe, at leaſt if he be in with the court, 1 

when it is hard to ſay how many converts may be 1 
Wade + in a circle of dinners or private cabals. And [ | 
you and J eafily call to mind a gentleman in that p 
ſtation, in England, who, by his own arts and per- 
ſonal credit, was able to draw over a majority, and 
Change the whole power of a prevailing fide in a 
„ nice juncture of affairs, and made a parliament ex- 
bpire in one party who had lived in another. 

I am far from an inclination to multiply party- | 1 
ly cauſes z but ſurely the beſt of us can with very ill = 
to grace make that an objection, who hath not been 
ſi- ſo nice in matters of much leſs importance. Yet 
nd have heard ſome perſons of both ſides gravely de- 
an liver themſelves in this manner, Why ſhould we 
ent make the chuſing a ſpeaker a party- cauſe! Let us 
no I fix upon one who is well verſed in the practices 
iſe, J and methods of parliament. And I believe, there 
are too many who would talk at the ſame rate, if 
| the queſtion were not only about 3 the ſa- 

cramental teſt, but the ſacrament itſelf, 

| But, ſuppoſe the principles of the n artful 
ſpeaker would have no influence either to obtain or 
obſtruct any point in parliament, who can anſwer 
what effects ſuch a choice may produce without 
doors? It is obvious how ſuch a matter ſerves to 
raiſe the ſpirits and hopes of the diſſenters, and 
their high- flying advocates, what lengths they run, 
what concluſions they form, and what hopes they 
entertaiv, Do they hear of : a new friend! in — 2 
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that is encouragement enough to practiſe the city, 
_ againſt the opinion of a majority, into an addreſs 


to the queen for repealing the ſacramental teſt; or 


iſſue out their orders to the next fanatic parſon to 


furbiſh up his old ſermons, and preach and print 


new ones directly againſt epiſcopacy. I would lay 
a good wager, that, if the choice of a new ſpeaker 
fucceeds exactly to their liking, we ſhall ſee it ſoon 
followed by many new attempts, either in the form 
of pamphlet, ſermon, or addreſs, to the ſame or 
perhaps more dangerous purpoſes. 

Suppoſing the ſpeaker's office to be only an em- 
ployment of profit and honour, and a ſtep to 2 
better; ſince it is in your own gift, will you not 


chuſe to beſtow it upon fome perſon whoſe princi- 


ples the majority of you pretends to approve, if it 
were only to be ſure of a worthy man hereafter in 
a high lation, on the bench, or at the bar? 

| I confeſs, if it were a thing poſbbie to be com- 
paſſed, it would ſeem moſt reaſonable to fill the 
chair with ſome perſon who would be entirely de- 
voted to neither party: but, fince there are ſo few 
of that character, and thoſe either unqualified or 
unfriended, I cannot fee how a majority will an- 
ſwer it to their reputation, to be ſo ill provided of 
able perſons, that they muſt have recourſe for 2 


leader to their adverſaries; a proceeding of which 


1 never met with above one example, and even 
that ſucceeded but ill, though it was recommended 
| by an oracle, which adviſed ſome city in Greece to 


; deg a general from their enemies, who, in ſcorn, 
| | ſent 
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ſent them either a fidler or a poet, I have forgotten 
which; and ſo much I remember, that his conduct 


was ſuch, that they ſoon grew weary of bim. 


You pretend to be heartily reſolved againſt re- 
pealing the ſacramental teft ; yet, at the ſame time, 
give the only great employment you have to diſpoſe 
of to a perſon who will take that teſt againſt ſto- 
mach (by which word I underſtand many a man's 
conſcience), who earneſtly wiſheth it repealed, 


and will endeavour it to the utmoſt of his power 4 
| fo that the firſt action after you meet, will be a fort 


of contravention to that teſt: and will any body 
go further than your practice to Judge of your 
principles? 

And now I am upon this ſubject, 1 cannot con- 
clude without ſaying ſomething to a very popular 
argument againft that facramental teſt, which may 


be apt to ſhake many of thuſe who would other- 


wile wiſh well enough to it. They ſay it was a 


new hardſhip put upon the diſſenters, without any 


provocation; and, it is plain, could be no way 
neceſſary, becauſe we had peaceably lived together 
ſo long without it. They add ſome other circum- 
ances of the arts by which it was obtained, and 
the perſon by whom it was inſerted, Surely ſuch 
people do not conſider that the penal laws againſt 
diſſenters were made wholly ineffectual by the con- 
nivance and mercy of the government, ſo that all 
employments of the ſtate lay as open to them as 
they did to the beſt and moſt legal ſubjects. And 
what Progreſs nes þ Would have maide by the n 
— tages 
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tages of a late conjunction, is obvious to ima- 
gine; which I take to be a full anſwer to that ob. 
jection. | 
I remember, upon the tranſmiffion of that bill 
with the teſt-clauſe inſerted, the diſſenters and their 
partizans, among other topicks, ſpoke much of the 
good effects produced by the lenity of the govern- 
ment: that the preſbyterians were grown very in- 
conſiderable in their number and quality, and would 
daily come into the church, if we did not fright 
them from it by new ſeverities. When the act 
Was paſſed, they preſently changed their ftyle, and 
raiſed a clamour, through both kingdoms, of the 
great numbers of conſiderable gentry who were 
laid aſide, and could no longer ferve their queen 
and country: which hyperbolical way of reckon- 
ing, when it came to be melted down into truth, 
amounted to about fifteen country juſtices, moſt of 
them of the loweſt ſize, for eſtate, quality, or un- 
derſtanding. However, this puts me in mind of a 
paſſage told me by a great man, although I know 
not whether it be any where recorded: That a 
complaint was made to the king and council of 
Sveden, of a prodigious ſwarm of Scots, who, un- 
der the condition of pedlars, infeſted that kingdom 
to ſuch a degree, as, if not ſuddenly prevented, 
might in time prove dangerous to the ſtate, by 
joining with any diſcontented party. Mean while 
the Scots, by their agents, placed a good ſum of 
money to engage the offices of the prime minute: 
in their behalf; who, in order to their defence, 
eee wold 
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told the council, he was aſſured they were but a 


few inconſiderable people, that lived honeſtly and 


| poorly, and were not of any conſequence. Their 
enemies offered to prove the contrary : Whereupon 


an order was made to take their numbers, which 
was found to amount, as I remember, to about 


thirty thouſand. The affair was again brought be- 5 
fore the council, and great reproaches made to the 
firſt miniſter, for his ill computation ; who, pre- 


ſently taking the other handle, ſaid, he had reaſon 
to be ieve the number yet greater than what was 


returned ; and then gravely offered to the king's 
Sonkideration, whether it was lafe to render deſpe- 
rate ſo great a body of able men, whs had little to 


loſe, and whom any hard treatment would only 
ſerve to unite into a power capable of diſturbing, if 


not deftroying, the peace of the kingdom, And 
fo they were | lullered to continue, e 
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Tur REPEAL or Tis TEST. 


H 0 8 E of either ſide who have written upon 

this ſubject of the teſt, in making or anſwer 

ing objections, ſeem to fail by not prefing ſuffici- 
ently the chief point upon which the controverſ: 7 
turns. The arguments uſed by thoſe who write 
for the church are very good in their kind, but 

will have little force under the preſent corruptions 

of mankind, becauſe the authors treat this ſubject 
tanguam in republica Platonis, et non in fee Ko- 
muli. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that, „ how few 


we employments of any conſequence fall to the ſhare 


of thoſe Engliſb who are born in this kingdom, 


and thoſe few very dearly purchaſed, at the expence 


of conſcience, liberty, and all regard for the public 
good, they are not worth contending for : and, if 
nothing but profit were in the caſe, it would hard- 
ly coſt me one ſigh when I ſhould fee thoſe ſew 
| ſcraps thrown among every ſpecies of fanaticks, to 
ſcuffle for among themſelves  _ K 
And this will infallibly be the caſe, after 3 | | 
ing the teſt. Fer Ser ſubdiviſion of ſect will, 
| with 


with equal juſtice, pretend to have a ſhare; and, 
as it is uſual with ſharers, will never think they 
have enough, while any pretender is left unpro- 


vided. I ſhall not except the Quakers; becauſe, 
when the paſſage i is once let open for ſects to par- 


take in public emoluments, it is very probable the 


lawfulneſs of taking oaths, and wearing carnal 


weapons, may be revealed to the brothethocd; 


which thought, I confeſs, was firſt put into my 
head by one of the ſhrewdeſt Quakers in this king- 


dom IJ. 


* 


bm Undoubtedly the Quaker le at by Dr. Gol was the late 


Mr. Rooke; a man who had a very good taſte for wit, had read abund= 
| ance of hiſtory, and was perhaps the moſt learned Quaker, one of 


them, in the world. To the beſt of my recollection, he was the au- 


thor of a good humourous paſtoral in the Quaker-ſiyle, 
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The Truth of fins 1 in State and Government, | 


examined with reference 10 Ireland, 


HERE are certain Maxims of State, found- 
1 ed upon long obſervation and experience, 
drawn from the conſtant practice of the wiſeſt na- 
tions, and from the very principles of government, 
nor ever controlled by any writer upon politicks, 
Vet all theſe Maxims do neceſſarily pre-ſuppoſe a 
kingdom, or commonwealth, to have the ſame na- 
tural rights common to the reſt of mankind who 
have entered into civil ſociety. For, if we could 


conceive a nation where each of the inhabitants 
had but one eye, one leg, and one hand, it is plain Þ 


that, before you could inſtitute them into a repub- 
lick, an allowance muſt be made for thoſe material 
defects, wherein they differed from other mortals, 
Or, imagine a legiſlator forming a ſyſtem for the 
government of Bedlam, and, proceeding upon the 
maxim that man is a ſociable animal, ſhould draw 
them out of their cells, and form them into corpo- 
_ rations or general aſſemblies; the conſequence 
might probably be, that they would fall foul on 


each other, or burn the houſe over their own | 


... TERABEEEE 8 
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Of the like nature are fonemerable errors, com- 


mitted by crude and ſhort thinkers, who reaſon 
upon general topicks, without the leaſt allowance 
for the moſt impurtant circumſtances, which quite 
alter the nature of the caſe, 


This hath been the fate of thoſe tall dealer 


the trade of Ireland, and referring us to the practice 


atid example of England, Holland, France, Or other 
| nations. 


1 ſhall therefore examine certain maxims of go- 


vernment „ which generally paſs for uncontrolled 
in the ed. and conſider how far they will ſuit 
with the preſent condition of this kingdom. 
Hin, it is affirmed by wiſe men, that the dear- 
| neſs of things neceſſary for life, in a fruitful coun- 
try, is a certain ſign of wealth and great commerce; 
for, when ſuch neceſſaries are dear, it mutt abſo- 
lutely follow that money is cheap and plentiful. | 
hut this is manifeſtly falſe in Ireland for the 
following reaſon. Some years ago, the ſpec ies of 
money here did probably amount to fix or ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds; and I have good cauſe 
to believe, that our remittances hen did not much 
exceed the caſh brought in to us. But, by the 

| prodigious diſcouragements we have fince re- 
| ceived in every branch of our trace, by the fre- 
quent enforcements and rigorous execution of the 
navigation- act, the tyranny of under cuſtom-houſe 
| mowh, the yearly addition of abſentees, the pay- 
— — ments 


| who are every day publiſhing e 6 ei- 
ther on paper or in their aſſemblies, for improving 
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ments to regiments abroad, to civil and military 


officers reſiding in England, the unexpected ſudden 
demands of great ſums from the treaſury, and ſome 
Other drains of perhaps as great conſequence, we 
now ſee ourſelves reduced to a ſtate (ſince we have 


no friends) of being pitied by our enemies; at 


leuft, if our enemies were of ſuch a kind as to be 


Capable of any regards towards us, except of hatred 


and contempt. 


Forty years are now w paſſed ſince the Revolution, 


when the contention of the Britiſb empire was, 


moſt unfortunately for us, and altogether againſt 


the uſual courſe of ſuch mighty changes in govern- 
ment, decided in the leaſt important nation, but 
with ſuch ravages and ruin executed on both ſides, 
as to leave the kingdom a deſert, which, in ſome 
ſort, it ſtill continues. Neither did the long re- 


bellions in 1641 make half ſuch a deſtruction of 


houſes, plantations, and perſonal wealth, in both 
| kingdoms, as two years campaigns aid! in ours, by 
fighting England's battles. 


By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment 


we received under two auſpicious reigns, we grew 
able to live without running in debt. Our abſen- 
tees were but few, we had great indulgence in 
trade, a conſiderable ſhare in employments ot 
church and ſtate; and, while the ſhort leaſes con- 

tinued, which were let ſome years after the war 

ended, tenants paid their rents with eaſe and chear- 


_ fulneſs, to the great regret of their landlords, who 


had taken un a ſpicit of opprefiion that is not ea- 
EE | any 
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| fily remoyed, And although, in theſe ſhort leaſes, 
the rent was gradually to encreaſe after fhort peri- 
| ods; yet, as ſoon as the term elapſed, the land 
was let to the higheſt bidder, moſt commonly with- 
out the leaſt effectual clauſe for building or plant- 
ing. Yet, by many advantages, which this iſland 
| then poſſeſſed and has ſince utterly loſt, the rents 
of lands ſtill grew higher upon every leaſe that ex- 
pired, till they have arrived at the preſent exor- 


bitance; when the frog, e bimfelf, 


burſt at laſt, 


Wich the price of land, of necellity roſe that of 


corn and cattle, and all SY commodities that far- 


mers deal in: hence likewiſe, obviouſly, the rates 


of all goods and manufactures among ſhopkeepers, 


the wages of ſervants, and hire of labourers. But, 


although our miſeries came on faſt, with neither 
trade nor money left, yet neither will the landlord 
abate in his rent, nor can the tenant abate in the 
price of what that rent muſt be paid with, nor any 


ſhopkeeper, tradeſman, or labourer live, at lower 
expence, for food and cloathing, than he did before, 


T have been the larger upon this firſt head, be- 


cauſe the ſame obſervations will clear up and 


ſtrengthen a good teal of what 1 ſhall afficm upon 


the reſt. 


The ſecond maxim of thoſe Who reatbn upon - 
trade and government is, to aſſert, that low inter- 
eſt is a certain ſign of great plenty of money in a 
nation, for which, as in many other articles, they 
produce the examples of Holland and England. 


But, 
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But, with relation to Ireland, this maxim is likes 
wiſe entirely falſe, 


There are two reaſons for the lowneſs of intereſt 


in any country. Firſt, that which is uſually al- 


ledged, the great plenty of ſpecies; and this is ob- 
vious, The ſecond is want of trade, which ſeldom 
falls under common obſervation, although it be 
equally true. For, where trade is altogether diſ- 
couraged, there are few borrowers. In thoſe coun- 
tries were men can employ a large ſtock, the 
young merchant, whoſe fortune may be four or 
five hundred pounds, will venture to borrow as 
much more, and can afford a reaſonable intereſt. 
| Neither is it eaſy at this day to find many of thoſe, 
whoſe buſineſs reaches to employ even ſo inconſi- 
derable a ſum, except among the importers of wine; 
who, as they have moſt part of the preſent trade 
in theſe parts of Ireland in their hands, ſo they are 
the moſt exorbitant, exacting, fraudulent dealers, 
that ever trafficked in any nation, and are making 
all poſſible ſpeed to ruin both themſelves and the 
| nation. . 

From this defect, of 3 not 1 
how to diſpoſe of their ready money, ariſeth the 


high purchaſe of lands, which in all other countries 


is reckoned a ſign of wealth. For the frugal ſquires, 
Who live below their incomes, have no other way 
to diſpoſe of their ſavings but by mortgage or pur- 
chaſe, by which the rates of land muſt naturally 
encreaſe; and, if this trade continues long under 


the uncertainty of rents, the landed i men of ready 


money 
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money will find it more for their advantage to ſend 


their caſh to England, and place it in the funds; 
which I myſelf am determined to do, the firſt con- 
ſiderable ſum I ſhall be maſter of. 


It hath likewiſe been a maxim among politicians, 


that the great encreaſe of buildings in the metro- 
polis argues a flouriſhing ſtate. But this, I confeſs, 


bath been controlled from the example of London; 
where, by the long and annual parliamentary ſeſſi- 


ons, ſuch a number of ſenators, with their families, 
| friends, adherents, and expectants, draw ſuch pro- 


digious numbers to that city, that the old hoſpitable 
cuſtom of lords and gentlemen living in their an- 


tient ſeats, among their tenants, is almoſt Joſt in 


England; ; is laughed out of doors; in ſo much that, 


in the middle of ſummer, a legal houſe of lords and 


commons might be brought in a few hours to Lon- 
don, from their country villas within twelve miles 
round. 
The caſe in Treland is 1 ſomewhat worſe : for 


the abſentees of great eſtates, who, if they lived at 
home, would have many rich retainers in their 
| neighbourhoods, have learned to rack their lands, 
and ſhorten their leaſes, as much as any reſiding 


ſquire; and the few remaining of theſe latter, hav- 
ing ſome vain hope of employments for themſelves 


or their children, and diſcouraged by the beggarli- 
neſs and thievery of their own miſerable farmers and 
cottagers, or ſeduced by the vanity of their wives, 


on pretence of their children's education (whereof 


8 the fruits are e {0 apparent), topethet with that moſt 
wonderful a 
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wonderful and yet more unaccountable zeal for a 


ſeat in their aſſembly, though at ſome years purchaſe 
of their whole eſtates: theſe, and ſome other mo- 


tives better let paſs, have drawn ſuch concourſe t 
this beggarly city, that the dealers of the fevers 
branches of building have found out all the com- 


modious and inviting places for erecting new houſce, 


while fifteen hundred of the old ones, which is a 


ſeventh part of the whole city, are ſaid to be leſt 


uninhabited, and falling to ruin. Their method is 
the ſame with that which was firſt introduced by 
Dr. Barebone at London, who died a bankrupt. 


The maſon, the bricklayer, the carpenter, the ſlater, 
and the glazier, take a lot of ground, club to build 
one or more houſes, unite their credit, their ſtock, 
and their money; and, when this work is finiſhed, 


fell it to the beſt advantage they can. But, as it 
_ often happens, and more every day, that their fund 
will not anſwer half their defign, they are forced 
to underſell it at the firſt ſtory, and are all reduced 


to beggary. In ſo much that I know a certain fa- 


natic brewer [o], who is reported to have ſome 

hundreds of houſes in this town, is ſaid to have pur- 
_ chaſed the greateſt part of them at half value from 
_ Tuined undertakers, hath intelligence of all new 


houſes where the finiſhing is at a ſtand, takes ad- 


vantage of the builder's diſtreſs, and, by the advan- 


tage of ready money, gets ity or cent. at leaſt for 


_ his barzain, | 


[6] Legen. 
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It is another undiſputed maxim in government, 


that people are the riches of a nation; which is ſo 


univerſally granted, that it will be hardly pardon- 
able to bring it in doubt. And I will grant it to 
be ſo far true, even in this iſland, that, if we had 
the African cuſtom, or privilege, of felling our uſe- 
leſs bodies for ſlaves to foreigners, it would be the 
moſt uſeful branch of our trade, by ridding us of 


a moſt unſupportable burthen, and bringing us 
money in the ſtead. But, in our preſent ſituation, 
at leaſt five children in tix who are born lie a dead 
weight upon us for want of employment. And a 
very ſkilful computer aſſured me, that above one 


half of the ſouls in this kingdom ſupported them- 


ſelyes by begging and thievery, whereof two thirds 
would be able to get their bread in any other coun- 
try upon earth, Trade is the only incitement to 


labour: where that fails, the poorer native muſt 
either beg, ſteal, or ſtarve, or be forced to quit his 


country, This bath made me often with, for ſome 


years paſt, that, indead of diſcouraging our people 
from ſecking foreign ſoil, the wublick would rather 


pay for tranſporting all our unneceſſary mortals, 
whether papiſts or proteſtants, to America, as draw 
backs are ſometimes allowed for exporting commo- 


dities where a nation is overſtocked. I confeſs 


myſelf to be touched with a very ſenſible pleaſure, 
when J hear of a mortality in any country-pariſh 
or village, where the wretches are forced to pay 
for a filthy cabin and two ridges of potatoes treble 


the worth, brought up to {teal or beg, for want of 


Work, to whom death would be the "beſt thing to 
be 
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be wiſhed for, on account both of themſelves and 


the publick. 
Among all taxes impoſed by the legiſlature, thoſe 


upon luxury are univerſally allowed to be the moſt 
equitable and beneficial to the ſubject; and the 
commoneſt reaſoner on government might fill a 


volume with arguments on the ſubject, "Yet here 


again, by the ſingular fate of Ireland, this maxim 
is utterly falſe; and the putting of it in practice 
may have ſuch a pernicious conſequence, as, I cer- | 
tainly believe, the thoughts of the propoſers were 


not able to reach. 


The miſeries we ſuffer by our abſentees are . 4 
far more extenſive nature than ſeems to be com- 


monly underſtood, I muſt vindicate myſelf to the 
reader ſo far, as to declare ſolemnly that what [ 
ſhall ſay of thoſe lords and ſquires, doth not ariſe 


from the leaſt regard I have for their underſtand- 
ings, their platen. or their perſons, For, although I 


have not the honour of the leaſt acquaintance with | 
any one among them (my ambition not ſoaring fo 
| high), yet I am too good a witneſs of the ſituation 


they have been in for thirty years paſt, the venera- 


tion paid them by the people, the high eſteem they 
are in among the prime nobility and gentry, the 
particular marks of favour and diſtinction they re- 
ceive from the court : the weight and conſequence 
of their intereſt, added to their great zeal and ap- 
plication for preventing any hardſhips their country 
might ſuffer from England, wiſely conſidering that 

i their own fortunes and honours were embarked. in 
the ſame bottom. 
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A D the people aid unto Saul, Shall as: 
than die, who hath wrought this great ſal- 
& vation in Iſrael? God forbid: As the Lord 
e liveth, there ſhall not one hair of his head fall to 
& the ground; for he wrought with Gop this day. 
* Io the people reſcued Jo that he died 
” not.“ 


Vel, XVI. 
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Dawſon __ April 4, 1728, 


REVEREND Sn 
Y a ſtrange fatality, though you were the only 


perſon in the world from whom I would con- 
ceal my being an author, yet you were unaccoun- 


tably the only one let into the ſecret of it: the 


Ignorant poor man, who was entruſted by me to 
deliver out the little books, though he kept the ſe- 


cret from all others, yet, from the nature of the 
ſubject, concluded that I could have no intereſt in 


_ concealing it from you, who were fo univerſally 
known to be an indefatigable promoter of the ge- 
neral welfare of Ireland. But, though the accident 
gave me ſome uneaſineſs at firſt; yet, when J con- 


fider your character, I cannot doubt (however ſlen- 


der the foundation of ſuch a hope may be from any 


merits of my own) your generoſity will oblige you 


to conceal what chance has revealed to you, and 
incline you to judge 81 


me, not from the report of 
my enemies, but from what I appear in the little 
tracts which have waited. on you, 


I ſhall 


A LETTER FROM, Ke. 163 


1 ſhall not preſume, Sir, to detain you with the 
narrative of the original and progreſs of the parlia- 
mentary accuſations and votes againſt me; altho', 


would you do me the honour to enquire, I could 
eaſily convince you, from my own particular caſe, 
that men have two characters, one which is either 


good or bad, according to the prevailing number of 
their friends or enemies, and one which never va- 


ries for either: one which has little or no regard to 


the virtue or vice of the ſubject, and one which re- 


gards that alone, is inherent (if I may ſay ſo) in 
the ſubject, and deſcribes it what it really i is, with- 


out regard either to friends or enemies. 


All I ſhall beg of you is, to ſuſpend your judg- 
ment upon it, ſince all parties allow that, although 


had ſeveral ſummons from the committee for Mon- 


day, and many evidences on the road in obedience 


to their ſummons, yet I was tied down by the com- 
mittee the preceding Saturday, and deprived of the 
benefit of all my evidences, notwithſtanding any 
ting I could urge to the contrary. This, I hope, 


| may ſay without i injury to Mr. Bingham : for ſure 
ne may be entirely innocent, and yet a magiſtrate 


under the immediate direction of the lord chief-juſ- 


tice who takes examinations againſt him: examina» 


tions, that do not even contain matter to form an 
indictment upon, may be innocent alſo. 


It ſhall ſuffice therefore to ſay, I went from Ire- 


and loaded with the ſevereſt cenſures of the houſe 
ot commons: injured, as I thought, and opprefſed 


FF 
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to the greateſt degree imaginable, robbed of that 

character which was dearer to me than life itſelf ; 
and all that by an overbearing, overpowering in- 
tereſt,” 

I ſought, in England, for that peace and protec- 
tion which was denied me at home. My public cha- 
racter followed me: my countrymen avoided me. 
| The nature of man is ſociable : I was forced to herd 


with ſtrangers. A prime miniſter, engaged in the 


ſucceſs of a ſcheme, wants no emiſſaries to ſpy out 
all that makes for him, and to fly with what they 
have found to their employer. I was unfortunately 
ſet by thoſe ſort of creatures: my ſentiments on the 
Nate of our money-matters were induſtriouſly lifted 
through me; and when that was done, before | 
knew any thing of the matter, 1 was ſerved with 
his majeſty's ſummons: in a hurry I ran out of town, 
and ſtaid in the country a while; but, on my re- 
turn again, found another ſummons at my lodgings; 
and, terrified by the diſmal effects of power at 
home from riſking a ſecond ſhipwreck abroad, | 

wielded to it, and appeared at the Cockpit. 
It is true my appearance at the Coclpit, to thoſe 
who knew me only by the votes of the houſe of 
commons, muſt have looked like a deſign cf re- 
enge; and I had many and powerful enemies, who 
gave all my actions the worſt colour. But, to take 
the matter impartially, Sir, is there no allowance to 
be made for a mind already broken by the diſmal 
effects of prevailing power, and filled with the ap- 
prehenſions of ſecond dangers? Is there no allow: 
12 ance 
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ance for a man, young in the knowledge of the 
world, under all theſe fears and misfortunes, if he 
has yielded to the repeated ſummons of the coun- 
cil of England, in which his majeſty was preſent, 
and if he was there, after a long and ſtrenuous op- 
poſition, forced to tell his ſent” ments, not in the 
manner repre{ented to the world, but in a manner 
the moſt cautious of giving room for a pretence to 
oppoſe the inclinations of our parliament ? 

But, alas, the conſequence! You, Sir, the de- 
fender of Ireland, were ſoon engaged againſt me on 
that account; and that fatal genius of yours, in an 
inſtant, rained my character; but, even ruin- bear- 
ing as it was, I bleſſed it: the cauſe which you 
undertook was dear to me; and, though fame is 
the laſt thing which one would ſacrifiſe even for his 
country, yet I parted with that with pleaſure, whilſt 
you thought it neceſſary for the public good ſo to 
do: but now the end is ſerved, dear Sir, may not 
the man have his mare again? 

Plato, being told that certain perſons aſperſed his 
character, and repreſented him abroad as a very ill 
man; inſtead of expoſtulating with his enemies and 
returning reproach for reproach, concealed himſelf, 
ſaying, No matter, my friends; the whole li fe of Plato 2 
Hall give his accuſers the lie. 

Could I ſet before me a greater example ? Vniler : 
the general diſpleaſure of my country, under all the 


cenſures which the reſtleſs malice of my enemies 


could deviſe, and under the keen edge of the Dra- 
pier's wit; the only revenge I indulged myſelf was, 
. ̃ — ED 2s 
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{by"'s Ready love for my country, and by manifeſt 
acts of affection thereto, to be a ſilent reproach to 
the foul tongues of my enemies, 

Permit then” Sir, permit me in peace to take his 
great example; and no longer give way to the power 
of my enemies, by continuing to oppreſs me. They 
| have already gained their cauſe by you: but I muſt 


ſay, it was not the ſword of 4jax, but the armour 


of Achilles, which he put on, that won the day, 

The cauſe for which you undertook my ruin, was 
the cauſe of my country; it was a good cauſe, and 
you ſhall ever find me of that fide, You have car- 
ried it, and I know you will no longer be my ene- 
my. But alas! as long as your works ; ſubſift, wheres 
ever they be read, even unto the end of time, muſt 
I be branded as a villain? It is a hard ſentence; 
and yet, unleſs the ſpear of Achilles, the ſame in- 
ſtrument which gave the wound, adminiſter the r. re- 
medy, it muſt be ſo. . 

In ſhort, Sir, you muſt be a man of denon 4 
is not poſſible that honour ſhould be wanting where 

all the diſtinguiſhing characteriſticks of it are found: 
TI cannot doubt it; and therefore I will let you fully 
into a ſecret which accident has given you a part of; 

and I am ſure you will keep it. 

The ſource of all my misfortunes was the vote 
of the houſe of commons; but I have laboured 
| however, as I always ſhall, to ſerve my country and 
make myſelf agreeable to them: and, though the 
misfortune of a bad public character deprived me of 
the private conyerſation of my countrymen, which 
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is the ſureſt and beſt way to know our true intereſt; 
yet J flatter myſelf that my little Eſſays may be uſe- 


ful, at leaſt they may be no bad beginning: and you 
know it is * to add to a work once begun. But, 
if the work is known to be mine, the very name 
will condemn it, and render it uſcleſs to my coun- 
try. Es 1 
Whatever the faults may be, I have -blicty s ap- 
plied to you to amend them, before the bearer's 
miſtake made me determine this private application 
to you: And I muſt ſay, that I ſhall reckon it no 
ſmall degree of honour, if you take that trouble | 
upon you. 
In the mean time, I ſhall bes the favour of you, 


to keep a ſecret, which no other * but my print= : 
er, my bookſeller, and the bearer knows. 


Lam, 
REYERExD SIR, 


| Your moſt obedient inan: 
bonum mrOWNE, 


MEAL: 


1 


ON 


Mr, Mur! A's Project about HAL 5 zNcr, 
and a new one propoſed. | 


WriIrrEN IN MDCC xxlx. 


„ 

OU deſire to know my opinion concerning 

Mr. MeCulla's project, of circulating notes 
Aimed on copper, that ſhall paſs for the value of 
halfpence and pence. L have ſome knowledge of the 
man; and, about a month ago, he brought me his 
book, with a couple of his halfpenny notes: but! 
was then out of order, and he could not be admit- 
ted. Since that time, I called at his houſe, where 


I diſcourſed the whole affair with him as thoroughly 


as I could. I am altogether a ſtranger to his cha- 


racter. He talked to me in the uſual ſtyle, with 2 


great profeſſion of zeal for the public good; which 
is the common cant of all projectors in their bills, 
from a firſt miniſter of ſtate down to a corncutter. 
But I ſtopped him ſhort, as I would have done a 
better man; becauſe it is too groſs A praQtice to 
paſs at any time, and eſpecially in this age, where 
we all know one another ſo well. Yet, whoever 
| ee ny ſcheme, which may prove to be 2 

| = public 
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public benefit, I ſhall not quarrel, if it prove like- 


wiſe very beneficial to himſelf. It is certain, that, 
next to the want of ſilver, our cr-at-ft diſtreſs in 
point of coin 1s the want of {mal] change, which 


may be ſome poor relief for the defect of the former, 
ſince the crown will not pleaſe to take that work 


ypon them here as they do in England. One thing 


in Mr, M. Culla s book is certainly rigic, that no 


law hinders me from giving a payable note upon 
leather, wood, copper, braſs, iron, or any other ma- 
terial (except gold and ſilver), as well as upon pa- 
per. The queftion is, whether I can ſue him on 
a copper bond, where there is neither hand nor 
ſeal, nor wit neſſes to prove it. To ſupply this, he 
hath propoſed, that the materials upon which this 


note is written ſhall be, in ſome degree, of value 


equal to the debt. But that is one principal matter 


to be enquired | into. His ſcheme is this : 


He gives you a piece of copper for a halfpenny 


or penny, ſtampt with a promiſſory note to pay you 


twenty pence for every pound of copper notes, 


whenever you ſhall return them. Eight and forty 

of theſe halfpenny pieces are to weigh a pound, and 
he ſells you that pound, coined and ſtamped, for 
two ſhillings ; by which he clearly gains a little 
more than 16 per cent, that i is to tay, two pence in 


every ſhilling. 
This will certainly ariſe to a great "OY if he | 


ſhould circulate as large a quantity of his notes as 
the kingdom, under the great dearth of filver, maß 
very probably require ; enough indeed to make any 


tip 
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Trifb tradeſman' s fortune; which, however I ſhould 
not repine at in the leaſt, if we could be ſure of his 
fair dealing. It was obvicus for me to raiſe the 
common objection, why Mr, M Culla would not 
give ſecurity to pay the whole ſum to any man 
who returned him his copper notes, as my lord 


Dartmouth and colonel Moor were, by their patents, 


obliged to do. To which he gave me ſome anſwers 
plauſible enough. Firſt, he conceived his coins were 
much nearer to the intrinſic value than any of thoſe 
coined by patents, the bulk and goodneſs of the 
metal equailing tne beſt Eng; haltpence made by 

the crown, That he apprehended the ill-will of en- 
_ vious and deſigning people, who, if they found him 
to have a great vent for his notes, fince he wanted 
the protection of a patent, might make a run upon 


him which he could not be able to ſupport. And, 


laſtly, that, his copper, as is already ſaid, being equal 
in value and bulk to the Engliſb halfpence, he did 
not apprehend they ſhould ever be returned, unleſs 
a combination, proceeding from ſpite and envy, 
might be formed againſt him. 
But there are ſome points in his propoſal which 
T cannot well anſwer for ; ; nor do I know whether 
he will be able to do it himſelf, The firſt is, whe- 
ther the copper he gives us will be as good as what 
the crown provided for the Engliſh halfpence and 
farthings? and, ſecondly, whether he will always 
continue to give us as good? and, thirdly, when 
he will think fit to ſtop his hand, and give us no 
| more ! 
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mw; for I ſhould be as ſorry to be at the a 
of Mr. Me Culla, as of Mr. Wood. 

There is another difficulty of the laſt importance. 
It is known enough that the crown is ſuppoſed to 
be neither gainer nor loſer by coinage of any metal: 
for they ſubtract, or ought to ſubtract, no more 


from the intrinſic value than what will juſt pay the 
charges of the mint; and how much that will a- 


mount to is the queſtion. By what 1 could gather 


from Mr. M.Culla, good copper is worth fourteen 


pence per pound. By this computation, if he ſells 
his copper notes for two ſhillings the pound, and 


will pay twenty pence back, then the expence of 


coinage for one pound of copper mult be {tx pence, 
which is 30 per cex:. The world ſhould be parti- 


. cularly ſatisfied on this article, before he vends notes; 


for the diſcount of 20 per cent, is prodigious, and 
vaſtly more than I can conceive it ought to be. For, 
if we add to that proportion the 16 per cent. which 
he avows to keep for his own profit, there will be 
a diſcount of about 46 per cent. Or, to reckon, I 
think, a fairer way z whoever buys a pound of 
Mr, M*Culla's coin, at two ſhillings per pound, 
carries home only the real value of fourteen pence, 


which is a pound of copper; and thus he is a loſer 


of 411. 135. 4d. per cent. But, however, this high 
diſcount of 30 per cent. will be no objection againſt . 

Me Culla's propoſal; becauſe, if the charge of coin- 
age will honeſtly amount to ſo much, and we ſup- 


poſe. his copper notes may be returned upon him, 
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he will be the greater ſufferer of the two; becauſe 


the buyer can loſe but four pence in a pound, and 


M Culla muſt loſe ſix pence, nen was the charge 
of the coinage 


Upon the whole: there are ſome points which 


mult be ſettled to the general ſatisfaction, before we 


can ſafely take Mr, M. Culla's copper notes for va- 
lue received; and how he will give that ſatisfaction, 
is not within my knowledge or conjecture, The 


firſt point is, That we ſhall be always ſure of re- 
ceiving good copper, equal in bulk and hneneſs to 
the beſt Engufh halfpence. 


The ſecond point is, to know what allowance he 
makes to himſelf, either out of the weight or mix- 


ture of his copper, or both, for the charge of coin- 


age. As to the weight, the matter is eaſy by his 


own ſcheme ; for, as I have ſaid before, he propo- 
ſes forty-eight to weigh a pound, which he gives 


you for two ſhillings, and receives it by the pound 


at twenty pence : ſo that, ſuppoſing pure copper to 


be fourteen pence a pound, he makes you pay 30 


per cent. for the labour of coining, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, beſides 16 per cent, when he ſells it, 
But, if to this he adds any alloy, to debaſe the me- 


tal, although it be not above 10 per cent. then 
Mr. A Culla's promiſſory notes will, to the intrinſic 


value of the metal, be above 47 per cent. diſcount. 


For, ſubtrafting 10 per cent. off 60 J. worth of 
copper, it will (to avoid fractions) be about five and 
A 1 


tc 


5 


4 
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2 half per cent. in the whole 1007. which, added 


to 1988 mm 41 13 4 
. e ID 
will be per cent. 47 3 4 


That we are under great diſtreſs for change, and 
that Mr. M.eCulla's copper notes, on ſuppoſition of 


the metal being pure, are leſs liable to objection than 
the project of Mood, may be granted; but ſuch a 
diſcount, where we are not ſure even of our twenty 


pence a pound, appears hitherto a dead . on 
| his ſcheme, _ 


Since I writ this, calling to - alin that I hiad ſome 
copper halfpence by me, I "weighed them with thoſe 
of Mr. M. Culla, and ns as follows. 

Firſt, T weighed Mr. MA Culla's halfpenny againſt 


an Engli/h one of King Charles II. which outweighed 
Mr. M*Culld's a fourth part, or 25 per cent. 


J likewiſe weighed an Iriſh Patrick and David 


halfpenny, which outweighed Mr. M*Culla's 12 4 
ber cent. It had a very deep PIN; and milled : 
Z very ſkilfully round, ” 

I found that even a common En belſpenny, 


well, preſerved, weighed equal to Mr, A Culla's. 
And even ſome of Mood's halfpence were near equal 


in weight to his. Therefore, if it be true that he 
does not think Mood's copper to have been faulty, he 
a may probably give us no better. | 
I have laid theſe looſe thoughts together with 
 Ittle order, to givs Je and others who may read 
themy % 
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them, an opportunity of digeſting them better, T 
am no enemy to Mr. M*Culls's project, but I 
would have it put upon a better foot, I own that 


this halfpenny of king Charles II. which I weighed 


againſt Mr. Me Culla's, was of the faireſt kind Thad 
ſeen. However, it is plain the crown could afford 


it without being a loſer, Bus it is probable that 
the officers of the mint were then more honeſt than 
they have ſince thought fit tobe; for I confeſs not 


to have met thoſe of any other year ſo weighty, or 


in appearance of ſo good metal, among all the cop- 
per coins of the three laſt reigns; yet theſe, how- 
ever, did much outweigh thoſe of Mr. M Culla; 


for I have tried the experiment on a hundred of 


them, I have indeed ſeen accidentally one or two 


very light, but it muſt certainly have been done by 
chance, or rather I ſuppoſe them to be counterfeits, 
Be that as it will, it is allowed on all hands, that 
good copper was never knowa to be cheaper than it 
is at preſent, I am ignorant of the price, further 


than by his informing me that it is only fourteen 


pence a pound ; by which, I obſerve, he charges 
the coinage at 30 per cent. And therefore I cannot 
but think his demands are exorbitant, But, to ſay 


the truth, the dearneſs or cheapneſs of the metal 
do not properly enter into the queſtion, What we 


deſire is, that it ſhould be of the beſt kind, and as 

weighty as can be afforded; that the profit of the 
contriver ſhould be reduced from 16 to 8 per cent. 

and the charge of coinage, if poſſible, from 39 to 


10, or 15 at moſt. 


AY | 
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Mr. MCulla muſt alſo give good ſecurity that he 


will coin only a determinate ſum, not exceeding 


twenty thouſand pounds; by which, although bs 


| ſhould deal with all uprightneſs imaginable, and 
make his coin as good as that I weighed of king 


Charles II; he will at 16 per cent. gain three 


| thouſand two hundred pounds: a very good addi- 
tional job to a private tradeſman's fortune, N 


I muſt adviſe him alſo to employ better work- 


men, and make his impreſſions deeper and plainer, 

by which a riſing rim may be left about the edge of 
his coin, to preſerve the letter from wearing out too 
| foon, He hath no wardens, or maſters, or other 
| officers of the mint, to ſuck up his profit; and, 
| therefore, can afford to coin cheaper than the crown, 
| if he will but find good materials, proper imple- 
ments, and ſkilful workmen, 


Whether this project will ſucceed | in Mr. M. Culla- 5 


| hands (which, if it be honeſtly executed, I ſhould be 
glad to ſee); one thing I am confident of, that it 
| might be eaſily brought to perfection by a ſociety 
| of nine or ten honeſt gentlemen of fortune, who 
| wiſh well to their country, and would be content 
to be neither gainers nor loſers, further than the 
bare intereſt of their money. And Mr, AH Culla, as 
being the firſt ſtarter of the ſcheme, might be con- 
ſidered and rewarded by ſuch a ſociety; whereof, 
although J am not a man of fortune, I ſhould think 5 8 
it an honour and happineſs to be one, even with 
borrowed money upon the beſt ſecurity I could give. 
And, firſt, I am ! 8 wr fill but by 
_ general — 
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general reaſon, that the charge of coining copper 
would be very much leſs than 3o per cent. Secondly, l 
believe ten thouſand pounds, in halfpence and far- 
things, would be ſufficient for the whole kingdom, 
even under our great and moſt unneceſſary di itreſi 
for the want of ſilver; and that, without ſuch a 
diſtreſs, half the ſum would ſuffice. 

For I compute and reaſon thus: the city of Dublin, 
by a groſs computation, contains ten thouſand fa- 
milies ; and I am told by ſhopkeepers, that, if filver 
were as plenty as uſual, two ſhillings in copper 
would be ſufficient, in the courſe of buſineſs, for 
each family; but, in conſideration of the want of 

filver, I would allow five ſhillings to each family, 
which would amount to 2, 500 J.; and, to help this, 
1 would recommend a curiency of all the genuine 
undefaced Harp halfpence, which are left of lord 
 Dartmouth's and Moor's patents under K. Charles II; 
and the ſmall Patric and David for farthings. T's 
the reſt of the kingdom, I would aſſign the 4,500/, 
remaining; reckoning Dublin to anſwer one fourth 
of the kingdom, as London is judged to anſwer (it 
1 miſtake not) one third of England; 1 mean in — 


view of money only. 


To compute our want of ſmall * by the 
number of ſouls in the kingdom, beſides being per- 
plexed, is, I think, by no means juſt, They have 
been reckoned at a million and a half, whereof a 
million at leaſt are beggars, in all circumſtances 


except that of ie about for alms, and that 
HY _ circumſtance 
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circumſtance may arrive ſoon enough, when it will 
be time to add another ten thouſand pounds in 9 


per. But, without doubt, the families of J, eland, 


who lie chiefly under the difficulties of wanting 
ſmall change, cannot be above forty or fifty thou- 
| ſand ; which the ſum of ten thouſand pounds, with 
the addition of the faireſt old halfpence, would to- 
| lerably ſupply. . For, if we give too great a looſe to 
any projector to pour in upon us what he pleaſes, 
the kingdom will be (how ſhall I expreſs it under 
our preſent circumſtances ?) more than undone. 
23 And hence appears, in a very ſtrong light, the 
villany of Mood, who propoſed the coinage of one 
hundred and eighty thouſand pounds in copper, for 
the uſe of Ireland; whereby every family i in the 
kingdom would be loaded with ten or a dozen ſhil- | 
lings, although Mood might not tranſgreſs the bounds 


of his patent, and although no counterfeits, either, 


at home or abroad, were added to the number; the 
contrary to both which would indubitably have ar- 
rived. So ill-informed are great men on the other 


| tide, who talk of a million with as little ceremony ; 
as we do of half a crown. 


But, to return to the propoſal I have made: ſups 


poſe ten gentlemen, lovers of their, country, ſhould 


raiſe 200 J. apiece; and, from the time the money 


is depoſited as they ſhall agree, ſhould begin to OR 


charge it with ſeven per cent. for their own uſ@: 
that they ſhould, as ſoon 2s poſſible, provide a mint 
and good workmen, and buy copper ſufficient for 


coining two thouſand pounds, ſubtracting a fifth 
Vol. XVI. . ATR part 
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part of the intereſt of ten thouſand pounds for the 
charges of the tools, and fitting up a place for a 


mint; the other four parts of the ſame intereſt to be 


ſubtracted equally out of the four remaining coin- 
ages of 20001. each, with a juſt allowance for 
other neceſſary incidents. Let the charge of coin- 
age be fairly reckoned, and the kingdom informed 
of it, as well as of the price of copper. Let the 
coin be as well and deeply ſtamped as it ought, 


Let the metal be as pure as can conſiſt to have it 


rightly coined (wherein I am wholly ignorant) and 


the bulk as large as that of king Charles II. And 


let this club of ten gentlemen give their joint ſecu- 


rity to receive all the coins they iſſue out for ſeven 
or ten years, and return n gold and ſilver without 
any defalcation. 


Let the ſame club or company, when they have 
ved out the firſt two thouſand pounds, go on the 


ſecond year, if they find a demand, and that their 


ſcheme hath anſwered to their own intention as 


well as to the fatisfaction of the publick. And, if 


they find ſeven per cent. not ſufficient, let them 
ſubtract eight, beyond which I would not have 


them go. And when they have, in two y ears, coined 


ten thouſand pounds, let them give public notice 


that they will proceed no farcher, but ſhut up their 


mint, and diſmiſs their workmen ; unleſs the real, 


univerſal}, unſolicited declaration of the nobility and 


gentry of the kingdom fhall ſignify a deſire that 


tue) aue 80 on x for a certain ſum farther. 


This 
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Tnis company may enter into certain regularioas 
among themſelves, one of which ſhould be, to keep 
nothing concealed; and duly to give an account to 
the world of their whole methods of acting. 

_ Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, 
what charge the kingdom will be at, by the loſs of 


| intrinſic value in the cviriage of 10,000/, in copper, 
| under the mariagement of ſuch A ſociety of gentle- 


"Firſt, It is plain, that, inflead of wine what more 


than 16 per cent. as demanded by Mr. AM Culla, this 
| ſociety deſires but 8 per cent. 


Secondly, Whereas Mr. Cult charges the ex- 


7 pence of coinage at 30 per cent, J hope and believe 
this ſociety will be able to perform it at 10. 


Thirdly, Whereas it doth not appear that Mr. 
Medulla can give any ſecurity for the goodneſs of 


bis copper, becauſe not one ten thouſand have the 
Kill to diſtinguiſh ; the ſociety will be all engaged 
that theirs ſhall be of the beſt ſtandard. 


Fourthly, That, whereas Mr. Clas half. 
pence are one foutth part lighter than that kind 


| coined in the time of king Charles II. theſe gentle- 
men will oblige ene to the publick, to give 
the coin of the ſame weight and goodneſs with 
thoſe halfpence, unleſs they ſhall find they cannot 


afford it; and, in that caſe, they ſhall beforehand 


Inform the publick, ſhew their reaſons, and ſignify 


how large they can make them without being joferry 
and ſo give over or purſue their ſcheme, as they 
had the opinion of the wht to be. However, " FT 
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do not doubt but they can afford them as large, and 
of as good metal, as the beſt Engliſb halfpence that 
have been coined in the three laſt reigns, which 
very much outweigh thoſe of Mr. MeCulla. And 


this advantage will ariſe in proportion, by leſſen- 
ing the charge of coinage from 30 per cent. to 10 or 


15, or 20 at moſt. But I confeſs myſelf in the dark 
on that article; only I think it impoſſible it ſhould 


amount to any proportion near 30 per cent. other- 


wiſe the coiners of thoſe counterfeit hal fpence, called 
Raps, would have little eee to follow 


their trade. 


But the indubitable advantages, by having the 


management in ſuch a ſociety, would be the paying 
8 per cent. inſtead of 16, the being ſure of the good- 


neſs and juſt weight of the coin, and the period to 


be put to any further coinage than what was abſo- 
5 lutely neceſſary to ſupply the wants and deſires of 


the kingdom: and all this under the ſecurity of ten 
gentlemen of credit and fortune, who would be 


ready to give the beſt ſecurity and ſatisfaction, that 
they had no deſign to turn the ſcheme into a job. 


As to any miſtakes I have made in computation, 


they are of little moment; and I ſhall not deſcend 
ſo low as to juſtify them againſt any caviller. 


The ſtrongeſt objections againſt what I offer, 
and which perhaps may make it appear viſionary, 


is the difficulty to find half a ſcore gentlemen, wo, 
out of a public ſpirit, will be at the trouble, for no 
more profit than one per cent. above the legal inter- 


eſt, to be oyerſeers of a mint for hve years; and 


| perhaps, . 
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perhaps, without any juſtice, raiſe the clamour of 


the people againſt them. Beſides, it is moſt cer- 

tain that many a ſquire is as fond of a job, and as 
dextrous to make the beſt of it, as Mr. M. Culla 
_ himſelf, or any of his level. However, I do not 


doubt but there may be ten ſuch perſons in this 


town, if they had only ſome viſible mark to know 


| them at ſight, Yet I juſt foreſee another inconve- 

niency: that knaviſh men are fitter to deal with 
| Others of their own denomination z while thoſe 

| Who are honeſt and beſt intentioned may be the 


inſtruments of as much miſchief to the publick, for 


want of cunning, as the greateſt knaves; and 


more, becauſe of the charitable opinion which they 


are apt to have of others. Therefore, how to 
Join the prudence of the ſerpent with the inno- 
| Cency of the dove in this affair, is the moſt difficult 
point. It is not ſo hard to find an honeſt man, as 
to make this honeſt man active, and vigilant, and 
Kilful ; which, I doubt, will require a ſpur of pro- 
fit greater than my ſcheme will afford him, unleſs 


| he will be contented with the honour of ſerving 
his country, and the reward of a good conſcience. 
Aſter reviewing what I had written, I ſee very 


well that I have not given any allowance for the 
firſt charge of preparing all things neceſſary for 
coining, which, I am told, will amount to about 
2001. beſides 200. per annum for five years rent of 
a houſe to work in. I can only ſay, that, this 
making in all 300 J. it will be an a) dition of no 5 


more than 3 per cent, out of 10,0001. 


1 But 


* ah — 2 — "6 ng, 4 28 . gi, + GI dT 2 ans 2 —— 
„„ Cr as a Ro os 4 bo 2 Lee * 
5 — 5 2 N * : g A 


_ ns 


a ISS. — — 
- $5 W 
arts oo A ot TE Eos FE 
= oy 3 — 


— 


2 4 — 
— — ä —— — —— ů — Gas * 
— — — * . 


, 
r 


N 8 . 
0 ye i nr Si Terre ES 
> i x —— — , 

— 3 ů on - 


— 


OY 
3 8 — * 
* E mm toes, — — 
— a - W jo 
— — - - 
. ee os and r 


- — — = 


ne 


— < — — : 


12 
—— K 
r —— * 


2 — > — — 


1 — — — 
— — — — — — — - 


= — 2 Page i. = £ — — 
— . * ea BD A Era ab no ce — .. — 
— — — — - 2 *% >. is . : 
= a — = _ — - — 3 & 2 
— — — : 


174 
i 
1 894 
94 
2 
\ 
» 43 
. 
1 4 
i 1 
$4 
1:84 
1 


are to be found), are theſe: 


182 4 ITY on Mr. MC ur I A=s 


But the great advantages to the publick, by 
having the coinage placed in the hands of ten gen- 
tlemen, ſuch as I have already deſcribed (if ſuch 

Fir, They propoſe no other gain to ves | 
than 1 per cent. above the legal intereſt for the 
money they advance; which will hardly afford them 
coffee when they meet at their mint- houſe. 
Secondly, They bind. themſelves to make their 


75 coins of as good copper as the beſt Engliſh half- 


pence, and as well coined, and of equal weight : 


and do likewiſe bind themſelves to charge the pub- 
| lick with not one farthing for the expence of coin- 


age, more than it ſhall really ſtand them in. 
Thirdly, They will, for a limited term of ſeyen 

or ten years, as ſhall be thought proper upon ma- 

ture conſideration, pay gold and ſilver, without 


any defalcation, for all their own coin chat hall be 
returned upon their hands. 


Pourthly, They will take care that the coins 
ſhall have a deep impreſſion, leaving a riſing rim 


on both ſides, to prevent their being defaced in a 


long time; and the edges ſhall be milled.” 
1 ſappoſe they need not be very 8 of 
counterfeits, which will be difficult to make ſo as 
not be diſcovered : for it is plain that thoſe bad 
halfpence, called Raps, are ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhed, 


even from the moſt worn genuine halfpenny, that 
nobody will take them for a farthing, athough 
under che great bret ſent want of change. | 


1 hall 


%P FT 


I hall here ſubjoin ſome computations relating 
to Mr. M*Culla's copper notes. They were ſent 
to me by a perſon well ſkilled in ſuch calculations: 
aud therefore I refer them to the reader, | 

Mr. M. Calla charges good copper at fourtzen 
pence per pound, but I know not whether he means 


Avoirdupois or Troy weight. = 
Avoirdupois is 16 02. to a lb. 6960 grains 
A pound Troy weight. — — 570 grains. 


Mr. M Culla's copper is fourteen pence Hor ; 
| pound Avoirdupois. 
Two of Mr. M*Culla's penny-notes, one with 


another, weigh — — — — 524 grains. 
By which computation, 25, of his py 
notes, which he ſells for 1 lb. 


weight, will weigh — — 6288 ar 
, But one Ib, Avoirdupois weighs, 
„ above, = > — 6960 grains. | 


r 


5 


This difference "makes 10 per cent. to Mr. 


Me Culla's profit, in point of weight, 
The old Patrick and David half 


peng weighs —_— ˙%»s ͤ 149 grains. 
Mr. MECulla's half penny weighs 131 grains. 


The difference 3 „ © rk 


Which is equal to 10 & per cent. 


1 he Engliſp balfpenny | of king 


Charles II. weighs — — 5 167 grains. 
A. ulla halfpenny weighs | — 13 grains. 


The difference — . 


N * Which 
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Which difference allowed, a fifth part is 20 cd cent, 
hy Another Computation. 

Mr. M*<Culla allows his pound of copper (coin- 

age included) to be worth twenty Pe for erm 

he demands two ſhillings. 

. coinage he computes at ſix pence per pound 
weight; therefore, laying out only twenty pence, 
and gaining four pence, he makes ber cent. pro- 


| "The ſix pence per pound weight, allowed for 
coinage, makes per cent, — — 30 


The want of weight in his halfpenny, com- 


pared as above, is per. cent. — — 10 


| By all which, (viz. coinage, profit, and 
want of be the publick Joſes 
A .. — — 


If Mr. MCilla's 5 coins will not paſs, and he re- 


fuſes to receive them back, the owner cannot ſell 
hem at above twelve pence per pound, whereby, 
"with the defect of weight of 10 ber cent. he wil 
loſe bo per cent. 

The ſcheme of the ſociety raiſed 3 as high a as it 
can poſſibly be, will be only thus: 

; For intereſt c of their money, per cent. 1 - g 
'For coinage, inſtead of 10, ſuppoſe, at moſt, 


per cent, e — — — 20 


K Fer 300 l. laid out for tools, a mint, and 
| houſe rent, charge 3 Per cent. upon the E 


N of 10,0001. — — — 7 


Charges in all upon intereſt, coinage, Ec. 31 
— cent.. * * 
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SO Which, with all. the advantages above- mention 
' ed, of the goodneſs of the metal, the largeneſs of 


the coin, the deepneſs and fairneſs of the impreſſi? 
on, the aſſurance of the ſociety confining itſelf to 5 bl 
ſuch a ſum as they undertake, or as the King- | 


dom ſhall approve; and, laftly, their paying in 
gold or filver for all their coin returned upon their 4 
hands, without any defalcation, would be of migh- 
ty benefit to the kingdom; and, with a little 
I ſteadineſs and activity, could, * doubt not, be ea- 
) ily compaſſed. 

Il Would not in this ſcheme recommend the me- 
) | thod of promiſſory notes, after Mr, M.Culla's man- 
ner; but, as I have ſeen in old 7r:þ coins, the 
words CIVITAS DUBLIN on one fide, with the year 


of our Lord, and the 1riþ Harp, on the reverſe, 
1 1 
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h On the Occaſion of WOOD's PRoJECT. | 
" Written in the Year M DCC XXIV. ! 
b 1 5 
4 GALATIANS vi. 10. ; 
i A. we have therefore opportunity, let us do Cad unt 
4 | 18 all Men. 8 F 
9 t 
| | Nour diregs every one of us, and 1 
ita Gad permits us, to conſult our own private 
1 200d before the private good of any other perſon : 
&  whatfoever. We are, indeed, commanded to love 
'H our Neighbour as ourſelves, but not as well as our- | c 
1 teives.: The love we have for ourſelves is to be the 1 
i 


patiern of that love we ought to have towards our 
neighbouy : but, as the copy doth not equal the i © 

ariginal, fo my neighbour cannot think it hard, ifs 
prefer myſ: as, who am the original, before him, I © 


| who i 18 only 82 copy. Thus, if any matter equally L 
concern the life, the reputation, the profit of my I if 
11 


neighbour, and my own; the law of nature, which 
Is the law of Go d, obligeth me to take care of my- || = 
ſelf firſt, and afterwards of him. And this I need ſ 
not be at much pains in perſuading von to; for the 


wan! 


To 
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wancol ſelf-love, with regard to things of this world, 
is not among the faults of mankind, But then, on 
the other ſide, if, by a ſmall hurt and loſs to my- 


ſelf, I can procure a great good to my neighbour, 


in that caſe his intereſt is to be preferred. For ex- 
ample, if I can be ſure of ſaving his life, without 
great danger to my own; ifI can preſerve vim 


from being undone without ruining myſelf, or e- 
cover his reputation without blaſting mine ; all tis 


I am 6bliged to do: and, if I lincerely perform * 


I do then obey the command of Gen in oving * ; 


neighbour as myſelf, 
Vut, beſide this love we owe to every man in his 


particular capacity under the title ot our n-ighbour, 
there is yet a duty of a more iarge extent;ve nature 
incumbent on us; which is, our lows to 917 neigh= 


dour in his public capacity, as he is a n.*mber of 


that great body the common- -wealth, under the 
| ſame government wich ourſelves; and this is uſually 
called love of the publick, and is a duty o which 
we are more ſtrictly obliged than even th it of lov= 
ing ourſclyes ; ; becauſe eras ourtions are alſo 
| Contained, as well as all our neighbours, in one 


great body. This love of the publick, or of the 


commonwealth, or love of our country, was in 
antient times properly know by the name of Virtue, - 
| becauſe it was the grerteſt of all virtues, and was 
ſuppoſed to contain all virtues in it: and many 


great examples of this virtue are left to us on record, 


ſcarcely to be believed, or even conceived, 1n "$61 5 


a baſe, . wicked age as this we live in. 
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In thoſe times, it was common ſor men to acti h. 
fiſe their lives for the good of their country, al- af 
though they had neither hope nor belief of future re. li 
wards; whereas, in our days, very few make the Þ or 
leaſt ſcruple of ſacrifiſing a whole nation, as well az Þ th 
their own ſouls, for a little preſent gain; which 
often hath been known to end in their own ruin in I. 
this world, as it certainly muſt in that to come. | ſh 
_ - Have we not ſeen men, for the ſake of ſome ¶ de 
petty employment, give up the very natural rights pu 
and liberties of their country and of mankind, in ſu: 
the ruin of which themſelves muſt at laſt be involv- ¶ ori 
ed? Are not theſe corruptions gotten among the ¶ to 
meaneſt of our people, who, for a piece of mony, | _ 
will give their votes at a venture, for the diſpoſal F 
of their own lives and fortunes, without confider- | 
ing whether it be to thoſe who are moſt key ta 
betray or defend them? _ 8. 
But, if I were to ode only one inſtance of 19 
hundred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our 
country, it would be an endleſs labour; j and there · 4 
don I ſhall not attempt it. 
But here I would not be miſunderfiood : by the 


love of our country, I do not mean loyalty to our 
king, for that is a duty of another nature; and a Nh. 
man may be very loyal, in the common ſenſe of ful 
the word, without one grain of public good at his | 8 
heart. Witneſs this very kingdom we live in. I Fity 
| verily believe, that, ſince the beginning of the E pr 


world, no nation upon earth ever ſhewed (all cir- Pat. 
cumſtances coniidered) ſuch high conſtant marks of NY. 
| loyalty, 
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loyalty, in all their actions and behaviour, as we 
1« have done: and, at the ſame time, no people ever 
l. appeared more utterly void of what is called a Pub- 
e. lic Spirit. When I ſay the people, I mean the bulk 
he or maſs of the people, for I have — to do with 
ag thoſe in power. 
ch Therefore I ſhall think my time not in ſpent, if 
in can perſuade moſt or all of you who hear me, to 
| ſhew the love you have for your country, by en- 
me deavouring, in your ſeveral ſtations, to do all the 
nts public good you are able. For I am certainly per- 
in ¶ ſuaded, that all our misfortunes ariſe from no other 
h- original cauſe than that general diſregard among us 
the to the public welfare. 
I therefore undertake to ſhew you three 3 
ii Fit, That there are few people ſo weak or 
er. & mean, who have it not ſometimes in their power 
to to be uſeful to the publick. 
7 | Second! ly, That it is often in the power of the 
fa meaneſt among mankind to do noſchief to the 
out public. 
re- And 14/8), That allwilful injuries done to the 
| Publick are "ry great and aggravated {uns i in the 


the fight of God. | 
our Zir/?, There are few people ſo weak or mean, 
id 2 who have it not ſometimes in their power to be uſe⸗ 
e of ful to the publick. | 

his Solomon tells us of a poor wiſe man, who ſaved a 
Irie by his counſe]. It hath often happened that 
the E private ſoldier, by ſome unexpected brave attempt, 


bath been inſtrumental in obtaining a great victo- 
. How many obſcure men have been authors of 
„ very 
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— — * 


— —— V —a—ę— dywy_ur wr — — —U—ä ũ ũ— —— q -᷑-w— — — — —— 8 — — — 4 —— — . ATI ä VENEIEE 
— — —— - . YR ge gp — — - 2 — . + 7 Ps. * En — EE : = 
. a - "He 4 — — 1 Le Ars iy 7 - 3 TS” — — . — ——_ — 3 — RN — — egy. Pug 2 — — 


m5 DOING GOOD: 


very uſeſul inventions, whereof the world now 


reaps the benifit? The very example of honeſty 


and induſtry in a poor tradeſman will ſometimes 


ſpread through a neighbourhood, when others lee 


how ſucceſsful he is; and thus ſo many uſeful 


members are gained, for which the whole body of 


the publick is the better. Whoever is bleſſed with 2 
true public ſpirit; God will certainly put it into his 


way to make uſe of that bleſſing, for the ends it 
was given him, by ſome means or other: and 


therefore it hath been obſerved, in moſt ages, that 
the greateſt actions, for the benefit of the com- 


monwealth, have been performed by the wiſdom or 
courage, the contrivance or induſtry, of particu— 
lar men, and not of numbers; and that the ſafety 
of a kingdom hath often been owing to thoſe hands 
from whence it was leaſt expected. 


But, ſecondly, it is often in the power of the 


meaneſt among mankind to do miſchief to the pub- 


lick: and hence ariſe moſt of thoſe miſeries with 
vhich the ſtates and kingdoms of the earth are in- 
feſted. How many great princes have been mur- 
dered by the meaneſt ruffians! The weakeſt hand 
can open a flood-gate to drown a country, which a 
| thouſand of the ſtrongeſt cannot ſtop. Thoſe who 
haue thrown off all regard for public good, will 


often have it in their way to do public evil, and 


will not fail to exerciſe that power whenever they 
can. The greateſt blow given of late to this king- 
dom, was by the diſhoneſty of a few manufactu- 
ers; Who, by impoſing bad ware at foreign mare 

| |  kets, 


Perhaps it may be thought | by tas. that this 


way of diſcourſing is not ſo proper from the pulpit. 


But ſurely, when an open attempt is made, and far 
carried on, to make a great kingdom one large poor- 
houſe, to deprive us of all means to exerciſe boſpi- 
tality or charity, to turn our cities and churches 


into ruins, to make the country a deſert for wild 
beaſts and robbers, to deftroy all arts and ſciences, | 


al trades and manufactures, and the very tillage of 


the — 
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1 kets, in \ almoſt the only traffick permitted to us, did 
half ruin that trade; by which this poor unhappy 
kingdom now ſuffers in the midſt of ſufferings. I 
| ſpeak not here of perſons in high ſtations, Wo 
| ought to be ſree from all reflexion, and are ſup= _ 
| poſed always to intend the welfare of the communi. 

ty: but we now find, by experience, that the 

meaneſt inſtrument may, by the concurrence ef 
accidents, have it in his power to bring a Whole 

ö kingdom to the very brink of deſtruction, and is at 

this preſent endeavouring to finiſh his work; and 

hath agents among ourſelves, who are contented ta 
| ſee their own country undone, to be ſmall ſharers in 
that 1 iniquitous gain, which at laſt muſt end in their 
on ruin as well as ours. I confeſs, it was chiefly 
the conſideration of that great danger we are in, 
which engaged me to diſcourſe to you on this ſub- 

ject, to exhort you to a love of your country, wm a 

public ſpirit, when all you have is at ſtake; 

| prefer the intereſt of your prince and your * 

| ſubjects before that of one deſtruc tive impoftor, and ; 

a few of his adherents. _ | 
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. 3 


at 


nes oa 
Eo * 


. OWE IF >, + 


K ͤ SA eg. 


> _ HSM 82 — — 1 — 
—— — — 


192 DOING GOOD: 

the ground, only to enrich one obſcure ill- deſign- 
ing projector and his followers; it is time for the 
paſtor to cry out that the wolf 1 getting into his 
flock, to warn them to ſtand together, and all to 


conſult the common ſafety. And God be praiſed 
for his infinite goodneſs in raiſing ſuch a ſpirit of 


union among us, at leaſt in this point, in the 


midſt of all our former diviſions ; which union, if 


it continue, will, in all probability, defeat the 
pernicious deſign of this peſtilent enemy to the ä 


nation. 

But, from hence, it clearly follows how neceſ⸗ 
ſary the love of our country, or a public ſpirit, is 
in every particular man, ſince the wicked have ſo 
many opportunities of doing public miſchief. Every 
man is upon his own guard for his private advan- 
tage; but, where the publick is concerned, he is 
apt to be negligent, conſidering himſelf only as 
one among two or three millions, among whom 
the loſs is equally ſhared, and thus, he thinks, he 
can be no great ſufferer. Mean while the trader, 
the farmer, and the ſhop-keeper, complain of the 


hardneſs and deadneſs of the times, and wonder 


whence it comes; while it is, in a great meaſure, 
owing to their own folly, for want of that love of 
their country, and public ſpirit and firm union 
among themſelves, which are ſo necellary t to the 
proſperity of every nation. 


Another method, by which the meanef wicked | 
man may have it in his power to injure the publick, 


is falſe accuſation, whereof this kingdom bath af- 


 torded. 
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his neareſt friends, for fear of being ſworn againſt, 


as 4 traitor; by thoſe who made a traffick of per- 
jury and ſubornation; by which the very peace 


of the nation was diſturbed, and men fled from 
each other as they would from a lion or a bear got 
looſe. And it is very remarkable, that the perni- 
cious project now in hand, to reduce us to beg- 


gary, was forwarded by one of theſe falſe accuſers, 


who had been convicted of endeavouring, by per- 


jury and ſubornation, to take away the lives of 
| ſeveral innocent perſons here among us: and, in- 
deed, there could not be a more e proper inſtrument : 
| for ſuch a. work, | 


Another method by which the 500 people 


may do injury to the publick; is the ſpreading of 
| lies and falſe rumours, thus railing a diſtruſt among 
the people of a nation, cauſing them to miltcks : 
their true intereſt, and their enemies for their 
friends: and this hath been likewiſe too ſucceſsful 
a practice among us, where we have known the 
whole kingdom miſled by the groſſeſt lies, raiſed 


upon occaſion to ſerve ſome particular turn, As 
it hath alſo happened in the caſe J lately mention- 


ed, where one obſcure man, by repreſenting our 
wants where they were leaſt and concealing them 
where they were greateſt, had almoſt ſucceeded in 5 
a project of utterly ruining this whole kingdom; 


and may {till tony; if God doth not continue 


3 XVI. — — that 
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forded too many examples : : neither is it long ſince 


no man, whoſe opinions were thought to differ 
from thoſe in faſhion, could ſafely converſe beyond 
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that public ſpirit, which he hath almoſt miracu- 
louſly kindled in us upon this occaſion. 

Thus we ſee the publick is many times, as it 
were, at the mercy of the meaneſt inſtrument, who 
can be wicked enough to watch See e ee of 
doing it miſchief, upon the principles of avarice or 


malice; which, I am afraid, are deeply rooted in 


too many breaſts, and againſt which there can ba 
no defence, but a firm refllution 3 in all honeft men, 
to be cloſely united and active in ſhewing their 
love to their country, by preferring the public in 
tereſt to their preſent private advantage. If a paf- 
| ſenger, in a great ftorm at ſea, ſhould hide his 
goods that they might not be thrown over board to 
lighten the ſhip, what would be the conſequence ! 
The ſhip is caſt awzys and he loſes his life and 
| ones together, 
Me have heard of men, who, through greedi- 
neſs of gain, have brought infecked goods into a 
nation, which bred a plague, wherect the owners 
and their families perifhed firſt. Let thoſe among 
us conſider this and tremble, whoſe houtes are pri- 
vately ſtored with thoſe materials of beggary and 
deſolation, lately brought over to be ſcattered like 
a peſtilence among their countrymen, which may 
probably firſt ſeize upon themſelves and their fami- 
lies, until their houſes ſhall he made a dunghill. 

I ſhall mention one practice more, by which the 
meaneſt inſtruments often ſucceed in doing public 
miſchief; and this is by deceiving us with plauſi— 


ble arguments, to make us belicve that the molt Þ 


ul 10. N 


ruinous project they can offer is intended for out 
good, as it happened in the cafe fo often mention- 
ed, For the poor ignorant people, allured by the 


appearing convenience in their ſmall dealings, did 
not diſcoyer the ſerpent in the braſs, but were 


ready, like the Iſraelites; to offer incenſe to it; 


neither could the wiſdom of the nation convince _ 


them; until ſome, of good interitions, made the 
cheat ſo oy to their fight, that thoſe who run 
may read. And thus the deſign was to treat us, 
in every point, as the Phil ines treated Samſon (I 


mean when he was betrayed by Dalilah), firſt to : 
| put out our eyes, and then bind us with fetters of 
F . Oe SE 
3 proceed to the laſt thing I propoſed, which 
was; to ſhew you that all wilful injuries done to 
the publick, are very great and aggravated ſins in 
the ſight of God. 85 | 
| Fil, It is apparent from Scripture; and moſt 
agrecable to reaſon, that the faſety and welfare of 
nations are under the moſt peculiar care of God's 
| providence. Thus he promiſed Abraham to fave 
| Sodom, if only ten righteous men could be found in 
it. Thus the reaſon which God gave to Jonas for 
not deſtroying Nineveh was, becauſe there wow ſix 
ſcore thouſand men in that city. 


All government ts from God, who is he God | 


of order; and therefore whoever attempts to breed 
confuſion or diſturbance among a people, doth his 
utmoſt to take the government of the world out of 
God's hands, and to put it into the hands of the 
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devil, who is the author of confuſion. By which 


it is plain, that no crime, how heinous foever, 


committed againſt particular perſons, can equal the 
| guilt of him who does injury to the publick. 
Secondly, All offenders againſt their country lie 
under ths grievous difficulty, that it is impoſſible 
to obtain a pardon, or make reſtitution. The 


bulk of mankind are very quick at reſenting inju- 


ries, and very flow in forgiving them: and how 


ſhall one man be able to obtain the pardon of mil- 


ons, or repair the injuries he hath done to milli- 
ons ? how ſhall thoſe, who, by a moſt deſtructive 
fraud, got the whole wealth of our neighbouring 
kingdom into their hands, be ever able to make 
a recompence? how will. the authors and pro- 
moters of that villainous project, for the ruin of 
ahis poor country, be able to account with us for 
the injuries they have already done, although they 
| ſhould no farther ſucceed ? The deplorable cafe of 
| ſuch wretches muſt entirely be left to the un- 


fathomable mercies of God: for thoſe who know 


the leaſt in religion are not ignorant that, without 
our utmoſt endeavours to make reſtitution to the 
perſon injured, and to obtain his pardon, added to 


a fincere repentance, there 1s no hope of lakvation 
given in the Goſpel. 


Laſtly, All offences againſt our own country 


have this aggravation, that they are ungrateful and 
unnatural, Tt is to our country we owe thoſe Jaws, 
which protect us in our lives, our liberties, our 
properties, and our religion. Our country pro- 
W e | _ duced 


duced us into the world, and continues to nouriſh 


us, fo that it is uſually called our mother; and 
there have been examples of great magiſtrates, who 


have put their own children to death for endea- 


vouring to batray their country, as if they had at- 

tempted the life of their natural parent. . 
Thus I have briefly ſhewn you how terrible a fin - 

it is to be an enemy to our country, in order c 

incite you to the contrary virtue, which at this 

jiuuncture is ſo highly neceſſary, when every man's 


endeavour will be of uſe, We have hitherto been 


juſt able to ſupport ourſelves under many hard- 
' ſhips; but now the axe is laid to the root of the 
tree, and nothing but a firm -union among us can 
prevent our utter undoing. This we are obliged 
to, in duty to our graciqus king, as well as to 
ourſelves, Let us therefore preſerve that public 


ſpirit, which God hath raiſed in us for our own 


temporal intereſt. For, if this wicked project 
ſhould ſucceed, which it cannot do but by our own 
folly ; if we ſell ourſelves for nought, the merchant, 
the ſhop-keeper, the artificer, muſt fly to the de- 


fart with their miſerable families, there tg ſtarve or 


live upon rapine, or at leaſt exchange their coun- 
try for one more hoſpitable. than that where they 


were born. 
Thus much I thought it my Jury to ſay to you, 


who are under my care, to warn you againſt thoſe | 
temporal evils, which may draw the worſt of ſpiti- 
tual evils after them; ſuch as heart-burnings, mur- 
ending diſcontents, and all manner of wicked- 
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198 DOING GOOD, E.. 
neſs which a deſperate condition of life may yon 
men to. 

I am ſenſible that what I have now ſaid will not 
go very far, being confined to this aſſembly; but 
I hope it may ſtir up others of my brethren to ex- 
hort their ſeveral congregations, after a more et- 
fectual manner, to ſhew their love for their country 
on this important occaſion. And this, I am ſure, 
N be called meddling in affairs of ſtate. 

I pray God protect his moſt gracious majeſty, 
and this kingdom, long under his government, and 
defend us from all ruinous projectors, deceivers, 
ſuborners, perjurers, falſe accuſers, and oppreſlors ; ; 
from the virulence of party and faction; and unite 
us in loyalty to our king, love to our country, and 
charity to each other. And this we beg, for Jeſus 
Cbriſ his ſake ; To whom, Sc. e 
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THAT 


All the Lathe and Woury of Inr- 


LAND ſhould appear conſtantly in 
Irich Manufactures. 


: Wrinen in the Year 1729 


HERE was a beni written pa nine | 


years ago, to perſuade the people of Ireland 


to wear their own manufactures [c]. This treas 
tiſe was allowed to have not one ſyllable in it of 
party or diſaffection; gut was wholly founded upon 
the growing poverty of the nation, occaſioned by 


the utter want of trade, except the ruinous impor- 


tation of all foreign extravagancies from other 
countries. This treatiſe was preſented, by the 
3 Grand- ury of the city and county of Dublin, as A 
ſcandalous, ſeditious, and factious pamphlet. 1 
forget who was the foreman of the city grand- jury; 


but the foreman for the county was one Dr. Seal, 


| regiſter to the archbiſhop of Dublin, wherein he 
' differed much from the ſentiments of his lord. The 
= — Was tried before the late . ee, chat 8 


Wo See Vol. x. p. 1. 
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famous lord chicf-juſtieez who, on the bench, 


laying his hand on his heart, declared, upon his 


| ſalvation, that the author was a Jacobite, and had 


a deſign to beget a quariel between the two nati- 
ons. In the midſt of this proſecution, about 1500 


weavers were forced to beg their bread, and had a 


general contribution made for their relief, which 


Juſt ſerved to make them drunk for a week ; and 
then they were forced to turn rogues, or ſtrolling 
begs ars, or to leave the kingdom. 


The duke of Grofton, EP was then lieutenant, 
being perfectly aſhamed of fo infamous and unpo- 


pular a proceeding, obtained from England a noli 


proſequi for the printer. Yet the grand-jury had 


ſolemn thanks Ziven them from the ſecretary of 


ſtate. 
I mention this paſſage . too much for- 


gotten) to ſhew how danggrous it hath been for 


the beſt-meaning perſon to write one ſyllable in the 


defence of his country, or diſcover the miſerable 
| condition it is in. CE 


And, to prove this trath, I will produce one 


„ more; wholly omitting the famous cauſe 


of the . and the proclamation againſt him, 
as well as the perverſeneſs of another jury againſt 


the ſame Mr. Wiitſhea, wha was violently bent to 

act the ſecond part in another eſſe. 
About two years ago, there was a ſmall paper 
printed, which was called, 4 Short View of the Stats 

/ Ireland [d], relating to the ſeveral cauſes where- 


i See Vol, X. $ 214. 


by 


| ariſen, I defire to 51k the following queſtion : 5 
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by any country may grow rich, and applying them 


to Ireland. M hitſbed was dead, and conſequently 


the printer was not troubled. Mi, the famous 


journaliſt, happened to re-print this paper in Len- 
dun, for which his preſs- folks were proſecuted for 


almoſt a twelyemonth ; and, for aught I know, 


| are not yet diſcharged. 


This is our caſe; inſomuch, that, although I 


am often without money in my pocket, I dare not 


own it in ſome companys. for fear of being thought 
diſaffected. 


But, 8 I am determined to take care, that the 
author of this paper ſhall nor be diſcoyered (tollow- 
| ing herein the moſt prudent practice of the Dia- 
pier), 1 will venture to affirm, that the three ſea- 
ſons wherein our corn hath miſcarried did no more 
contribute to our preſent miſery, than one ſpoon- 


ful of water thrown upon a rat already drowned 


would contribute to his death; and that the pre- 
ſent plentiful harveſt, although it ſhould be fol- 
| Jowed by a dozen enſuing, would no more reſtore _ 
| us, than it would the rat aforeſaid. to put him 
near the fire, which might indeed warm his fur- 
coat, but never bring him back to lie. 


The ſhort of the matter is this: The diſtreſſes 


of the kingdom are operating more and more every 
day, by very large degrees, and ſo have been going | 
for above a e vears paſt. 


If you demand from whence theſe diſtreſſes have 
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If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be ex- 
ported to another country, without one farthing 
of value in return, and if the ſaid kingdom be for. 


bid den the molt profitable branches of trade where- 
in to employ the other third, and only allowed to 


trafic in importing thoſe commodities which are | 


molt ruinous to itſelf, how ſhall that kingdom 
ttand ? 

17 this queſtion were formed into the firſt propo- 
fition of an hypothetical ſyllogiſm, I defy the man 
born in Ireland, who is now in the faireſt way of 
getting a colleQorſhip or a cornet's poſt, to pive 
good reaſon for denying it. 

Let me put another cafe, Suppoſe a 3 
man's eſtate of 200. a year ſhould ſink to one 
| hundred, by fome accident, whether by an earth- 
quake or inundation it matters not, and ſuppoſe 
the faid gentleman utterly hopeleſs and unqualifed 
ever to retrieve the loſs; how is he otherwiſe to 
proceed in his future economy, than by reducing 
it on every article to one half Jeſs, unleſs he will 
de content to fly his country, or rot in jail? This 
is a reprefentation of treland's condition, only with 
one fault, that it is a little too favourable, Nei- 
ther am I able to propoſe a full remedy for this, 
that ſhall ever be granted, but only a ſmall pro- 
longation of life, until God ſhall miraculouſly diſ- 
poſe the hearts of our neighbours and our kinſmen, 
eur fellow-proteftants, fellow-ſubjects, and fellow 
rational creatures, to permit us to ſtarve without 
5 running further! in de ebt. 1 am informed that our 

national 


8 c UV 


national debt (and God knows how we wretches 
came by that faſhionable thing a national debt) is 
about 250,000/7, ; which is, at leaſt, one third of 
the whole kingdom's rents, after our abſentees and 
| other foreign drains are paid, and about 50,0008. 
| more than all the caſh. 
It ſeems, there are ſeveral ſchemes for 1 a 
fund to pay the intereſt of this ſormidable ſum (not 
the principal, for this is allowed impoſſible). The 
. neceſſity of raiſing ſuch a fund is ſtrongly and re- 
| gularly pleaded from the late deficiencies in the du- 
ties and cuſtoms. And is it the fault of Ireland 
that theſe funds are deficient? If they depend on 
trade, can it poſſibly be otherwiſe, while we haye 
neither liberty to trade, nor money to trade with; 
neither hands to work, nor buſineſs to employ them 
| if we had? Our diſeaſes are vilible enough, both 
in their cauſes and effects; and the cures are well 
| known, but impoſſible to be applied, 


If my ſteward comes and tells me, that my rents 


are ſunk fo low that they are very little more than 
ſufficient to pay my ſervants their wages, have I 
any other courſe left, than to caſhier four in ſix of 
my raſcally footmen, and a number of other varlets 
in my family, of whoſe inſolence the whole neigh- 
bourhood complains. And I would think it ex- 
tremely ſevere in any law, to force me to maintain 
a houſehold of fifty ſervants, and fix their wages, 
before I had offered my rent-roll Upon oath to the 


legiſlators, 
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To return from digrefling : I am told one ſcheme 
for raiſing a ſund to pay the intereſt of our national 
debt io, by a further duty of forty ſhillings a ton 
upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry this 
raatter much further, by railing it to twelve pounds; 
which, in a manner, would amount to a prohibi- 


tion. Thus weakly arguing from the . of 


England. 
I have often taken notice, both in print and in 


diſcourſe, that there is no Tapes ſo fallacious, ei- 
ther in talk or in writing, as to argue how we 
bought to ac in Jrelard from the example of Eng- 


Lud Holland, Fraxce, or any other country, whoſe 


inhabitants are allowed the common rights and li- 
| berties of human kind, I could undertakes to name 


&x or ſeven of the moſt uncontrolled maxims in 
government, which are utterly ; falle in this king- 


5 dom. 


As to the a di ion duty on wine, I think any 


perſon may deliver his opinion upon it, until it 
mall have paſſt d into a law; and, till then, I de- 


clare mine to be politively againſt it. 
Fir, 2, Becauſe there is no nation yet known, in 


either hemiſphere, where the people of all conditi- 
Ins are more in want of ſome cordial, to keep up 
Heir ſpirits, than in this of ours. 1 in jeſt; 
40, if the fact will not be allowed me, I ſhall not 


Argue it. | 
Secondly, It is too well and generally known, 


Mat this tax of forty ſhillings additional on every 
don of wine (lich will be double at leaſt to the 


home: 
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| home-conſumer) will increaſe equally every new. 


ſeſſion of parliament, until perhaps it comes to 
twelve pounds. 


Thirdly, Becauſe, as the merchants inform me, 
and as I have known many the like inſtances in 
England, this additional tax will more probably 
leſſen this branch of the revenue, than encreaſe it. 
And therefore Sir John Stanley, a commiſſioner of 
the cuſtoms in England, uſed to ſay, that the 
Houſe of Commons were generally miſtaken in 
matters of trade, by an erroncous opinion that two 


and two makes four. Thus, if you ſhould lay an 
additional duty of one penny a pound on raiſins, 


or ſugar, the revenue, inſtead of riſing, Would cer- 
tainly ſink; and the conſequence * would: only be, ; 


to leſſen the number of Plumb» puddings, and ruin 


the confectioner. 

Fourthly, 1 am likewiſe aſſured by merchants; | 
that, upon this additional forty ſhillings, the French 
will at leaft equally raiſe their duties upon al Come 


modities we export thither. 


Fifthly, If an original extract of the exports and 
imports be true, we have been gainers, upon the 
balance, by our trade with France for ſeveral years 


paſt; and, although our gain amounts to no great 


ſum, we ought to be ſatisfied, ſince we are no 
loſers, with the onlz 7 conſolation a we are e of 


receiving. 


Laſily, The worſt 5 is behind. 4 we 
2 the duty on wine to a conſiderable height, we 
loſe the only hold we have of keeping among us 
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the few gentlemen of any tolerable eſtates: I am 


confident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight 
hundred pounds a year and upwards, in this king- 


dom, who would balance half an hour to conſider. 
whether he ſhould live here; or in England, if 4 


?arnily could be as cheaply maintained in the one 


as the other. As tb eatables, they are as cheap in 
many fine counties of Zngland, as in ſome very in- 


different ones here; or, if there be any di ifference, 


that vein of thritt, and prudence in &conomy, 


which paſſes there without reproach (and chicfy 
in London itſelf), would amply make up the dif- 


ference. But the article of French wine is hardly 
tolerable, in any degree of plenty, to a middling 
fortune: and this it is which, by growing habi- 


tual, wholly turns the ſcale with thoſe few landed 


men diſengaged from employments, who content 
_ themſelves to live hoſpitably with plenty of good 


wine in their own country, rather than in penury 


and obſcurity in another, with bad, or with none 


at all. 


Having thereſore, as fir as in me lies, aboliſhed 
this additional duty upon wine; for I am not un- 
der the leaſt concern about paying the intereſt of 
the national debt, but leave it, as in loyalty bound, 


wholly to the wiſdom of the honourable houſe of 
commons: I come now to conſider by what mu- 


i thods we may be able 0 put off and delay our ut- 
ter undoing as long as it is poſſible. | 


[ never Baye difcautled any reaſonable man upon 


this ſubject, who did not allow that there was no 
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m ö temedy left us, but to leſſen the importation of all 
it | unneceſſary commodities, as much as it was poſſi- 


dle; and likewiſe, either to perſuade our abſentees 
to ſpend their money at home, which is impoſſible, 
+ | or tax them at five ſhillings in the pound during 
their abſence, with ſuch allowances, upon neceſ- 5 
n | fary occafions, as ſhall be thought convenient; or, 
- | by permitting us a free trade, which is denied to 1 
„ no other nation upon earth. The three laft me- | 
„ | thods are treated dy Mr. Prior, in his molt uſeful 1 
y | treatiſe, added to his liſt of abſentees. = [ 
. It is to gratify the vanity and pride and luxury L 
of the women, and of the young tops who admire j 
„ | them, that we owe this inſupportable grievance of [ 
i. bringing in the inſtruments of our ruin. There is 1 
4 | annually brought over to this kingdom near ninety . | 
10 thouſand pounds worth of ſilk, ahve the greater 1 
dJ part is manufactured: Thirty thouſand pounds 
y more is expended in muſlin, holland, cambrick, 4 
> | and callico. What the price of lace amounts to, [ 
is not eaſy to be recollected from the cuſtom-houſe 1 
4 | dook, being a kind of goods that takes up little = 
1 toom, and is eaſily run; but. conſidering the pro- : | 
cr | digious price of a woman's head-crels, at ten, | 
„ | +elve, twenty pounds a yard, mult be very great. | 
. The tea, rated at ſeven ſhillings per pound, comes | 
2 to near twelve thouſand pounds; but, conſidering | 
: it as the common luxury of every chamberinaid, 1 
ſemſtreſs, and tradeſman's wife, both in town and l 
country, however they come by it, muſt needs coſt l 
o the kingdom double that ſum. Coffee is ſome- | 
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what above 7000/7. I have ſeen no account of 
chocolate, and ſome other Indian or American 
goods. The drapery imported is about 24,000/. 
The whole amounts (with one of two other par- 
ticulars) to 150500 l. The laviſhing of all which 
money is juſt as prudent and neceſſary, as to ſee a 
man in an embroidered coat begging out of Neu- 
gate, in an old ſhoe, 

I allow that the thrown arid raw fit is leſs per- 
nicious; becauſe we have ſome ſhare in the manu- 
facture; but we are not now in circumftances to 
trifle. It coſts us above 40,0007. a year; and if 

the ladies, till better times, will not be content to 
go in their own country ſhifts, I wiſh they may 
go in rags. Let them vie with each other in the 
fineneſs of their native linen: Their beauty and 
"gentleneſs will as well appear, as if they were co- 
vered over with diamonds and brocade, 

I believe no man is fo weak, as to hope or ex- 
pect that ſuch a reſormation can be brought about 
by a law. But a thorough hearty, unanimous vote, 
in both houſes of parliament, might perhaps an- 
ſwer as well: every ſenator, noble or plebeian, giv- 


ing his honour, that neither himſelf, nor any 


of his family, would, in their dreſs or furniture of 
their houſes, make uſe of any thing except what 
was of the growth and manufacture of this king— 
dom; and that they would uſe the utmoſt of their 
power, influence, and credit, to prevail on their 
tenants, dependants, and friends, to follow their 
example. 5 
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Axcusisnor of DUB LIN. 


Concerning the Wray ERS. : 


My 1 5 


abſent brethren, ſaid, it was the opinion of the 


whole body, that, if ſomewhat were written at this 
time, by an able hand, to perſuade the people of 
this kingdom to wear their own woollen manufac= _ 
tures, it might be of good uſe to the nation in ge- 
neral, and 88 many hundreds of their trade 
from ſtarving. To which I anſwered, that it was 


hard ſor any man of common ſpirit to turn his 


thoughts to ſuch ſpeculations, without diſcovering 
a reſentment which people are too delicate to bear. 
For I will not deny to your grace, that I cannot 
reflect on the ſingular condition of this country, 
different from all others upon the face of the eartb, 
without ſome emotion, and without often exami- 


ning, as 1 6 the 1 whether thoſe animals : 
You XVI. NO _ which 


HE Corporation of Wen ers in the woollen 
manufacture, who have ſo often attended your 
grace, and called upon me with their ſchemes and 
propoſals, were with me on Thar/day laſt; when 
he who ſpoke for the reſt, and in the name of his 
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which come in my way, with two legs and hu- 


man faces, clad and erect, be of the ſame ſpecies 
with what I have ſeen very like them in England, 
as to the outward ſhape, but differing, in their 
notions, natures, and intellectuals, more than any 


two kinds of brutes in a foreft; which any man ci | 


common prudence would immediately diſcover, by 
perſuading them to define what they mean by law, 
liberty, property, FOUrnge, Faſo, lor yalty, or re- 
ligion. 

One thing, my lord, I am very conkilins of; 
that if God Almighty, for our fins, would moſt 
juſtly ſend ns a peſtilence, whoever ſhould dare to 
diſcover his grief in public for ſuch a viſitation, 
would certainly be cenſured for diſaffection to the 
government. For I ſolemnly profeſs, that I do 
not know one calamity we have undergone theſe 
many years, whereof any man, whoſe opinions 
were not in faſhion, dared to lament, without be- 
ing openly charged with that imputation, And 
this is the harder, becauſe although a mother, 

when ſhe hath corrected her child, may ſometimes 
force it to kiſs the rod, yet ſhe will never give that 
power to the foot- boy or the ſcullion. 

My lord, there are two things for the people of 
this kingdom to confider : fiR, their preſent evil 
condition; and, ſecondly, what can be done in 

tome degree to remedy i it. „ Z 


I ſhall not enter into a particular deſenption e ci 
our preſent miſery: it hath been already done in ſe 
veral Papers and very N in one entitled, 

— | that 
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| ſhort View of the State of Ireland. It will be enough 


to mention the entire want of trade, the naviga- 


tion- act executed with the utmoſt rigor, the remiſ- 
ſion of a million every year to England, the rui [NOUS 


importation of foreign Juxury and vanity, the op- 
preſſion of landlords, and dilcouragement of agri- 


culture. 
Now all theſe opt are without the poſſibility 8 


a cure, except that of importations; and to fence 


againſt ruinous folly will be always in our power, 
in ſpite of the diſcouragements, mortifications, 
contempt, hatred, and oppreſſion, we labour under: 
but our trade will never mend, the navigation- act 


never be ſoftened, our abſentees never return, our 


endleſs foreign payments never be leſſened, our own 
landlords never be leſs exacting. 


All other ſchemes for vreſerving this Kingdom 
from utter ruin are idle and viſionary, conſequent- 5 
ly drawn from wrong reaſoning and from general 
topicks, which, Fg the fame ales that they may 


be true in all nations, are certainly falſe in ours; 
as I have told the oublick often enough, but with as 
little effect as what I ſhall lay at CPE is likely to 
produce. _ 

I am weary of ſo many abortive pro! es, for the 
advancement of trade; of fo many crude propoſals, 
in letters ſent me from unknown hands; of fo 
many contradictory ſpeculations, about railing or 
linking the value of gold and filver: I am not in 
the leaſt ſorry to Near of | tae great numbers going 
to Am? rica, althou gh very much for tae cauſe s that 


2 3 | drive | 


4 
* 
x 
in 
v 
. 
7 
i 
Y 
N 
\ 
4 
14 


4 EC 


— 


EF 


U 


i, 
1 
N 
| 
: 


212... LETTER. to the 
drive them from us, ſince the uncontrolled maxim, 
„That people are the riches of a nation,” is no 
maxim here under our circumſtances, We have 


neither manufactures to employ them . nor 
food to ſupport them. 


If a private gentleman” $ income be ſunk | irretriev- 


ably for ever from a hundred pounds to fifty, and 

he hath no other method to ſupply the deficiency, 
I deſire to know, my lord, whether ſuch a perſon 
hath any other courſe to take, than to ſink half his 
expences in every article of ceconomy, to ſave him - 
ſelf from ruin and a jail, Is not this more than 
doubly the caſe of Ireland, where the want of mo- 
ney, the irretrievable ruin of trade, with the other 
evils above-mentioned, and many more too wel! 
known and felt, and too numerous or invidious to 
relate, have been gradually ſinking us, for above 
a dozen years paſt, to a degree that we are at leaſt 
by two thirds in a worſe condition than was ever 
known ſince the Revolution. Therefore, inſtead 
of dreams and projects for advancing of trade, we 
have nothing left but to find out ſome expedient 
whereby we may reduce our expences to our in- 
comes. — 

Vet this e allowed ſo neceſſary in al! 
private families, and in its own nature fo eaſy to be 
put in practice, may meet with ſtrong oppoſition, 
by the cowardly flaviſh indulgence of the men to 
the intolerable pride, arrogance, vanity, and lux- 
ury of the women; who, ſtrictly adhering to the 
rules of modern education, ſeem to employ their 


— 
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whole ſtock of invention in contriving new arts of 


profuſion faſter than the moſt parſimonious huſband. 


can afford : and, to compaſs this work the more 


effectually, their univerſal maxim is to deſpiſe and 


deteſt every thing of the growth and manufacture 


of their own country, and moſt to value whatever 
comes from the very remoteſt parts of the globe. 
And J am convinced, that, if the virtuoſi could 


once find out a world in the Moon, with a paſſage 


to it, our women would wear nothing but what 
came directly from thence. 


The prime coſt of wine yearly imported to 3 
land is valued at 30,0001. ; and the tea (including 


coffee and chocolate) at five times that ſum. The 
lace, ſilks, callicoes, and all other unneceſſary. 
ornaments for women, including Engliſh cloths and 
ſtuffs, added to the former articles, make up (to a 


compute groſsly) about 400, ooo. 


Now if we ſhould allow the 30, oool. wherein 


the women have their ſhare, and which is all we 


have to comfort us, and deduct 70, oool. more for 


over- reaching, there would till remain 300, oool. 


annually ſpent, for unwholeſome drugs and unne- 
ceſſary finery. Which prodigious ſum would be 


wholly ſaved, and many thouſands of our miſerable 


ſhop-keepers and manufacturers comfortably ſup- 
Period, 


renouncing all foreign dreſs and luxury, 
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Let ſpeculative people buſy their brains as much 
as they pleaſe, there is no other way to prevent. 
this kingdom from ſinking for ever, than by utterly 


{ 2 — 
C ³ð IIA CTR TICS 


2214 AEK rr 
It is abſolutely ſo in fact, that every huſband, 
of any fortune in the kingdom, is nouriſhing a poi- 
| ſonous devouring ſerpent in his boſom, with all the 
miſchief, but with none of its wiſdom, 
Tf all the women were clad with ho growth of 
their own country, they might ſtill vie with each 
| other in the courſe of foppery ; and ſtill have room 
left to vie with each other, and equally ſhew their 
wit and judgment in deciding upon the variety of 
 triſh ſtuffs. And, if they could be contented with 
their native wholeſome flops for breakfaſt, we 
| ſhould hear no more of the ſpleen, hyſtericks, colicks, 
| palpitations, and aſthmas. They might {till be 
allowed to ruin each other and their huſbands at 
play, becauſe the money Joſt would only circulate 
among eurſelves. me ES 
My lord, 1 freely own it a wild imagination, 
that any words will cure the ſottiſhneſs of men, 
or the vanity of women; but the kingdom is in a 
fair way of producing the moſt effectual remedy, 
when there will not be money left for the common 
courſe of buying and ſelling the very neceſſaries of 
life in our markets, unleſs we abſolutely change the 
whole method of our proceedings. . 
The corporation of weavers in woollen and ſilk, 
who have ſo frequently offered propoſals both to 
your grace and to me, are the hotteſt and coldeft 
generation of men that I have known. About a 
month ago, they attended your grace, when I 
bad the honour to he with you, and defigned me 
the ſame favour. They deſired you would recom- 
CE ee FE ER men 2 


proaching, you could then have the beſt opportunity 
of ſeeing what could be done in a matter of ſuck 
conſequence, as they ſeemed to think, to the 
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mend to your clergy to wear gowns of 1ri/h ſtuffs, 
which might probably ſpread the example among all 
their brethren in the kingdom; and, perhaps, 
among the lawyers and gentlemen of the univerſity, 


and among the citizens of thoſe corporations who 
appear in gowns on ſolemn occaſions. I then men- 


tioned a kind of ſtuff, not above eight-pence zyand, 


Which I heard had been contrived by ſome of the 
trade, and was very convenient. I defired they 
would prepare ſome of that, or any fort of black 
ſtuff, on a certain day, when your grace would 
appoint as many clergymen as could readily be 
found to meet at your palace, and there give their 


opinions; and that, your grace's viſitation ap- 


woollen manufacture. But, inſtead of attending, as 


- 


and principal dealers in the home manufactures of 
ſilk and wool, that they ſhould meet together; = in 
F..4: and, . 


was expected, they came to me a fortnight after 


with a new propoſal, that ſomething ſhould be 


written, by an acceptable and able hand, to pro- 
mote in general the wearing of home manufactures, 
and their civilities would fix that work upon me. 

I aſked if they had prepared the ftuffs, as they had 
promiſed, and your grace expected; but they had 
not made the leaſt ſtep in the matter, nor, as it 
appears, thought of it more. 


I did, Lins years ago, e's to the maſters 
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and, after mature conſideration, publiſh advertiſe» 
; ments to the following purpoſe. 

That, in order to encourage the wearing of Iriſh 
manufactures in ſilk and 8 they gave notice 


to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom, That 


they, the under-ſigned, would enter into bonds, 
for themſelves and for each other, to (ell the ſeve- 
ral ſorts of ſtuffs, cloths, and filks, made to the 
beſt perfection they were able, for certain fixed pri- 
ces; and in ſuch a manner, that, if a child were 
ſent to any of their ſhops, the buyer might be ſecure 
of the value and goodneſs, and meaſure of the 

ware : and, leſt this might be thought to look like 
2 ee any other member of trade might be 
admitted, upon ſuch conditions as ſhould be agreed 
on, And, if any perſon whatſoever ſhould. com- 


plain that he was ill-uſed in the value and goodneſs 


of what he bought, the matter ſhould be examined, 


the perſon injured be fully ſatdfied by the whole 
_ corporation, without delay, and the diſhoneſt ſel- 


Jer be ſtruck out of the ſociety, unleſs it appeared 
5 evidently that the failure FO only from miſ- 
take. 


their cloths and ſtuffs, to cive a turn to the prin- 
cipal people of Ireland in favour of their goods; ; 


they would relapſe into the knaviſh practice pecu- 
liar to this kingdom, which i is apt to run through 
all trades, een fo low as a common ale, ſeller; 
Who, : as ſoon as he pets. a vogue for his liquor, 


and 


"The mortal 3 is, chat, if theſe dealers - 
: could preyail, by the goodneſs and cheapneſs of 


2? 
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and outſells his neighbours, thinks his credit will put 


off the worſt he can buy, till his cuſtomers will 


come no more, Thus I have known at London, 


in a general mourning, the drapiers dye black all 
their old damaged goods, and fell them at double 


rates; then complain, and petition the court, that 


they are ready to ſtarve by the continuance of the 
mourning. | | 
Therefore, Lay, thoſe II] weavers who 


would enter into ſuch a compact as I have mention- 
ed, muſt give ſufficient ſecurity againſt all ſuch _ 
practices: for, if once the women can perſuade. 


their huſbands that foreign goods, beſides the fine- 
ry, will be as cheap, and do more ſervice, our 
laſt ſtate will be worſe than the fiirſt, 
I do not here pretend to digeſt perfectly the me- 
thod by which theſe principal ſhop-keepers ſhall 
proceed in ſuch a propoſal ; but my meaning is 


clear enough, and cannot reaſonably be Ns 5 | 


againſt, 
We have ſeen what a deſtrudtive loſs the king- 


dom received, by the deteſtable fraud of the mer- - 


chants, or northern linen-weavers, or both ; not- 
withſtanding all the care of the governors at that 


board, when we had an offer of commerce with the 
dn ds for our linen, to the value, as I am told, 

of 300, 000. a year. But, while we deal like 
pedlars, we ſhall practiſe like pedlars, and ſacrifife | 


all honeſty to the preſent urging advantage. 


What! have ſaid may ſerve as an anſwer to the 


defire made me by the corporation of weavers, that _ 
| Iwo ald . 
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I would offer my notions to the publick. As to any 
thing further, let them apply themſelves to the 
parſiament in their next ſeſſion. Let them prevail 


on the houſe of commons to grant one very reaſo- 


nable requeſt; and I ſhall think there is ſtill ſome 
fpirit left in the nation, when I read a vote to this 
purpoſe: Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That 


this houſe will, for the future, wear no cloths but 


ſuch as are made of Jriſp growth, or of Iriſb manu- 


facture, nor will permit their wives or children to 


wear any other: and that they will, to the utmoſt, 


_ endeavour to prevail with their friends, relations, 


_ dependents, and tenants, to follow their example. 


And if, at the fame time, they could baniſh tea, 


and coffee, and china-ware out of their families, 
and force their wives to chat their ſcandal over an 


inkfuſion of ſage, or other wholeſome domeſtic ve- 


getables, we might poſſibly be able to fubſiſt, and 


pay our abſentees, penſioners, generals, civil offi- 


cers, appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, ſtu- 


dents, ſchool- boys, ſplenetic viſitors of Bath, Tun- 


bridge, and Epſom, with all other ſmaller drains, 
by ſending our crude unwrought goods to England, 
and receiving from thence, 425 all other countries, 


nothing but what is fully manufactured, and keep 


a few potatoes and oatmeal for our own. ſubfiſ- 
| tance, | 


I have been, for a dosen years paſt, wiſely prog- 
noſticating the preſent condition of this kingdom; 


which any human creature of common ſenſe 
could foretel, with : as utte ſagacity as myſelf, My 


meaning 
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meaning is, that a conſumptive body muſt needs 


die, which hath ſpent all its fpirits, and received 


no nouriſhment. Yet I am often tempted to pity, 


when J hear the poor farmer and cottager lament- 
ing the hardneſs of the times, and imputing them 
either to one or two ill ſeaſons, which better cli- 


mates than ours are more expoſed to; or to ſcarcity 


of ſilver, which, to a nation of liberty, would only 


be a flight and temporary inconvenience, to be re- 
moved at a month $ warning. 
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TO SEVERAL 

LE FTE RS from unknown PERSONS, 
Written in the Year Mt DEC Nin. 

Cv rT Zur, 


AM inclined to think that I ANTI a letter 
from you two [e] laſt ſummer, directed to Dub- 
2 while I was in the country, whither it was ſent 
me, and I ordercd an anſwer to it to be printed ; 

but, it ſeems, it had little effect, and I ſuppoſe this 


will have not much more. But the heart of this 


people is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have cloſed. And, gen- 
 tlemen, I am to tell you another thing: that the 
| world is too regardleſs of what we write for the 

public good: that, after we have delivered our 
thoughts, without any proſpect of advantage or of 
reputation, which latter is not to be had but by 


ſubſcribing our names, we cannot prevail upon a 


Printer to be at the charge of ſending it into the 


FO world, unleſs we will be at all or half the expence: 


and, although we are willing enough to beſtow our 


labours, we think it unreaſonable to be out of pocket; 


: [e] Truman and Layfeld, EY 
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becauſe i it, probably, may not conſiſt with the Bine 


tion of our affairs. 
I do very much approve your _ intentions, 


| and, in a great meaſure, your manner of declaring 
them; and I do imagine you intended that the world 
ſhould not only know your ſentiments, but my 

anſwer, which I ſhall impartially give. 


That great prelate, in whoſe cover you directed 


your letter, ſent it to me this morning ; and I be- 
gin my anſwer to-night, not knowing what i inter- 


ruption I may meet. 


I have ordered your letter to be printed, as it 
ought to be, along with my anſwer; becauſe, I 
conceive, it will be more acceptable and informing : 
to the kingdom. 


I ſhall therefore now go on to anſwer your letter 
in all manner of ſincerity. 


Although your letter be directed to me, , yet I 

take myſelf to be only an imaginary perſon : for, 
Z although I conjeCture I had formerly one from you, : 
yet I never anſwered it otherwiſe than in print; 
neither was I at a loſs to know the reaſons why fo 


many people of this kingdom were tranſporting them- 


ſelves to America. And if this encouragement were 


owing to a pamphlet written, giving an account of 


the country of Peunhylvania, to tempt people to go 

thither ; I do declare that thoſe who were tempted, 
by ſuch a narrative, to ſuch a journey, were fools, 

and the author a moſt impudent knave; at leaſt, if 

it be the ſame pamphlet I ſaw when it firſt came 
out, which is above a five years ago, dedi- 
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cCated to William Penn (whom by a miſtake you 


call Sir William Penn) and ſtyling him, by authority 
of the ſcripture, Moſt noble governor. For I was 
very well acquainted with Penn, and did, fume years 
after, talk with him upon that pamphlet, and the 
impudence of the author, who {poke ſo many things 
in praiſe of the ſoil and climate, which Penn him- 
ſelf did abſolutely contradict. For he did aſſure me, 
that this country wanted the ſhelter of mountains, 
which left it open to the Northern winds from 
Hudſon's Bay and the Frozen Sea, which deſtroyed 
all plantations of trees, and was even pernicious to 
all common vegetables. But, indeed, New-Yor, 
Virginia, and other parts leſs Northward, or more 
defended by mountains, are deſcribed as excellent 
Countries; but, upon what conditions of e 
foreigners go thither, I am yet to ſeek. 
What evils our people avoid by running from 
hence, is eaſier to be determined. They conccive 
themſelves to live under the tyranny of moſt cruc! 
_ exacting landlords, who have no view further than 
enereaſing their rent- rolls. Secondly, Y ou complain 
of the want of trade, whereof you ſeem not to know 
the reaſon. Thirdly, You Jament moſt juſtly the 
money ſpent by abſentees in England. Fourth, 
You complain that your linen manufacture declines, 
Fifthly, That your tithe-collefors oppreſs you. 
S:xthly, That your children have no hopes of pre- 


ferment in the church, the revenue, or the army; 


to which you might have added the law, and all 
civil N whatſoever. at's You are 
5 __ — undone 
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undone for want of ſilver, and want all other mo- 
ney. _ 

I could eafily add ſome other motives, which, to 


men of ſpirit, who defire and expect, and think they 
deſerve, the common privileges of human nature, 


would be of more force than any you have yet 
named to drive them out of this kingdom. But, 2s 


theſe ſpeculations may probably not much afect 
the brains of your people, I ſhall chuſe to let them 


paſs unmentioned, Yet I cannot but obſerve, that 


my very good and virtuous friend, his excellency 


Burnet (O li, nec tali indigne porente! } hath not 
hitherto been able to perſuade his vaſſals, by his 


oratory in the ſtyle of a command, to ſettle a reve- 
nue on his vice- royal perſon, I have been likewiſe 
aſſured, that, in one of thoſe colonies on the con- 
tinent, which nature hath fo far favoured, as ( by the 
induftry of the inhabitants) to produce a great quan- 


tity of excellent rice; the ſtubbornneſs of the peo- 


ple, who, having been told that the world was wide, 


took it into their heads that they might {ell their 


own rice at whatever foreign market they pleaſed, 


and ſeem, by their practice, ery yawning to quit : 


that opinion. 


But, to return to my ſubject; 1 OY nb to 
you both, that, if one reaſon of your people's de- 
ſerting us be the deſpair of things growing better in 


their own country, I have not one ſyllable to an- 


ſwer; becauſe that would be to hope for what is 5 


impoſſible; and ſo J have been telling the publick 


theſe ren — Fe or there are | three events Which 
. mult ran 
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muſt precede any ſuch bleſſing: , A 1 berty of 


trade ; ſecondly, A ſhare of n een in all kinds, 


equal to the Britiſb natives; and, thirdly, A return 
of thoſe abſentees, who take away almoſt one half 


of the kingdom's revenue. As to the firſt and ſe- 


cond, there is nothing left us but deſpair; and, for 


the third, it will never happen till the Kingdom hath 


no money to ſend them, ſor which, in my own 
particular, I ſhould not be ſorry. 

The exaction of landlords hath indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years ſtanding, But, as 
to what you object about the ſevere clauſes relating 
to the improvement, the fault lies wholly on the 

other ſide: for the landlords, either by their ignor- 

ance or greedineſs of making large rent- rolls, have 
performed this matter ſo ill, as we ſee by experience, 


that there is not one tenant in five hundred who 


hath made any improvement worth mentioning : 


for which I appeal to any man who rides through | 


the kingdom, where little is to be found among the 


| tenants but beggary and deſdlation ; the cabins of 
the Scotch themſelves, in Ulſter, being es dirty and 


miferable as thoſe of the wildeſt Iriſb. Whereas 


good firm penal clauſes for improvement, with'a 


tolerable eaſy rent and a reaſonable period of time, 
would, in twenty years, have encreaſed the rents of 


Ireland at leaſt a third part in the intrinſie value. 


I am glad to hear you ſpeak with ſome decency 


ol the clergy, and to impute the exactions you la- 


ment to the managers or farmers of the tithes. 


But 22 ail miſtaks the cr! for I 185 the 


moſt 


» 
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mot wicked and moſt powerful clergyman in the 
kingdom to oppreſs the meaneſt farmer in the pa- 


1iſh; and I defy the ſame clergyman to prevent 
himſelf from being cheated by the ſame farmer, 
whenever that farmer ſhall be diſpoſed to be knaviſh 
or peeviſh, For, although the Ul/er tithing-teller 


is more advantageous to the clergy than any other 


in the kingdom, yet the miniſter can demand no 
more than his tenth; and, where the corn much 
exceeds the ſmall tithes, as, except in ſome diſtricts, 


1am told it always doth, he is at the mercy of every 
ſtubborn farmer, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe ſect as 


well as intereſt incline them to oppolition, I 3 
ever, I take it that your people, bent for America, 


do not ſhew the beſt ſide of their prudence in mak- 


ing this one part of their complaint: yet they are ſo 


far wiſe as not to make the payment of tithes a 


ſcruple of conſcience, which is too groſs for any 
proteſtant diſſenter, except a quaker, to pretend, 
But, do your people indeed think, that, if tithes. 
were aboliſhed, or delivered into the hands of the 
hands of the landlord after the bleſſed manner in the 
| Scotch ſpiritual ceconomy, the tenant would ſit ea- | 
ſier in his rent under the ſame perſon, wha muſt 


|| be lord of the ſoil and of the tithe together. 


I am ready enough to grant, that the oppreſſion 
of Jandlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its neceſ- 
ſary conſequences, the want of money, half the re- 
venues of the kingdom ſpent abroad, the continued 


dearth of three years, and the ſtrong delufion in 


your people by falſe allurement from America, may - 
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be the chief motives of their eagerneſs after ſuch an 
expedition. But there is likewiſe another tempta- 
tion, which is not of inconſiderable weight; which 
is, their itch of living in a country where their ſect 
is predominant, and where their eyes and conſciences 
will not be offended by the ſtumbling- block of ce- 
remonies, habits, and ſpiritual tides. 

But I am ſurpriſed to find that thoſe calamities, 
whereof we are innocent, have been ſufficient to 
drive many families out of their country, who had 
no reaſon to complain of oppreſſive landlords. For, 

while I was laſt year in the Northern parts, a per- 
ſon of quality, whoſe eſtate was lett above twenty 
years ago, and then at a very reaſonable rent, ſome 
for leaſes of lives, and ſome perpetuitios, did, in 
a few months, purchaſe eleven of thoſe leaſes at a 
very inconſiderable price, although they were two 
years ago reckoned to pay but half value. From 
whanes it is manifeſt that our preſent miſerable con- 
dition, and the diſmal proſpect of worſe, with other 
reaſons above aſſigned, are ſufficient to put men 
upon trying this deſperate experiment of changing 
the ſcene they are in, although landlords ſhould, by 
1 miracle, become leſs inhuman, _ 

There is hardly a ſcheme propoſed for i improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which doth not manifeſtly 
ſhew the ſtupidity and ignorance of the propoſer: 
and I Jaugh with contempt at thoſe weak wiſe heads 
who proceed upon general maxims, or adviſe us to 
follow the capes. of Holland and England. Theſe 
e talk by rote, without underſtanding the 

contlitution 
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conſtitution of the kingdom; as if a phyſician, 
knowing that exerciſe contributed much to health, 
ſhould preſcribe to his patient under a ſevere fit of 
the gout, to walk ten miles every morning, The 
directions for Ireland are very ſhort and plain; 
to encourage agriculture and home-conſumption, 
and utterly diſcard all importations which are not 
| abſolutely neceflary for health or life. And how few 
neceſſaries, conveniencies, or even comforts of life, 
are denied us by nature, or not to be attained by la- 
bour and induftry ? Are thoſe deteſtable extrava- 
gancies of Flanders-]ace, Engliſh-cloths made of our 
' own wool, and other goods, Italian or Indian 
| ſilks, tea, coffee, chocolate, China-ware, and that 
| profuſion of wines, by the knavery of merchants 
growing dearer every ſeaſon, with a hundred unne- 
ceſlary fopperies, better known to others than me; 
are theſe, I ſay, fit for us, any more than for the 
| beggar who could not eat his veal without oranges? 
is it not the higheſt indignity to human nature, that 
men ſhould be ſuch poltrons, as to ſuffer the king - 
dom and themſelves to be undone, by the vanity, 
the folly, the pride, and wantonneſs of their wives; 
who, under their preſent corruptions, ſeem to be a 
kind of animal ſuffered, for our fins, to be ſent in- 
to the world for the deſtruction of families, ſocie- 
ties, and kingdoms, and whoſe ſtudy ſeems directed 
to be as expenſive as they poſſibly can in every uſe- 
| leſs article of living; who, by long practice, can 
reconcile the moſt pernicious foreign drugs to their 
health and pleaſure, provided they are but ane 
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as ſtarlings grow fat with hen-bane ; who contract 
a robuſtneſs by mere practice of ſloth and luxury; 


who can play deep feveral hours after midnight, 


ſleep beyond noon, reve] upon Indian poiſons, and 
ipend tne revenues of a moderate family, to adorn a 
nauſcous, unwholeſome living carcaſe? Let thoſe few, 
| who are not concerned in any part of this accuſa- 
tion, ſuppoſe it unſaid; let the reſt take it among 
toem. Gracious God! in his mercy, look down 
upon a nation ſo ſhamefully beſotted. 
If I am poſſeſſed of an hundred pounds q year, 
and by ſome misfortune it ſinks to fifty, without a 
poſſibility of ever being retrieved : does it remain a 
_ queſtion, in ſuch an exigency, what I am to do? 
muſt not I retrench one half in every article of ex- 
pence? or retire to ſome cheap, diſtant part cf the 
country, where neceſſaries are at half value? 

Is there any mortal who can ſhew me, under the 
circumſtances we ſtand with our neighbours, under 
their inclinations towards us, under laws never to 
be repealed, under the deſolation cauſed by abſen- 
tees, under many other circumſtances not to be 

mentioned, that this kingdom can ever be a nation 
of trade, or ſubſiſt by any other method than that 
of a reduced family, by the utmoſt parſimony, in 
the manner I have already preſcribed? 

I am tired with etters from many unreaſonable 
well meaning people, who are daily prefling me to 
deliver my thoughts in this deplorable juncture z 
which, upon many others, I have ſo often done 


in Vain. What will it import, that half a ſcore peo- 
| ple, 5 


„ 


what will our charitable diſpoſitions avail 


ple, in a coffee- houſe, may happen to read this pa- 
per, and even the majority of thoſe few differ in 


every ſentiment from me? if the farmer be not allow- 


ed to ſow his corn, if half the little money among 


us be ſent to pay rents to 1ri/þ abſentees, and the 


reſt for foreign luxury, and dreſs for the women, 
, When 
there is nothing left to be given? when, contrary 
to all cuſtom and example, all neceſſaries of life are 


ſo exorbitant, when money of all kinds was never 
known to be fo ſcarce; fo that gentlemen of no 
contemptible eſtates are forced to retrench in every 
article (except what relates to their wives) without 


being able to ſhew any bounty to the poor? 
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Sent me from unknown HAN PDS. 
Written in the Year M Dec xx1x. 


AM very well pleaſed with the good opinion 
you expreſs of me, and wiſh it were any way 

in my power to anſwer your expectacions, for the 
ſervice of my coun:ry. I have carefully read your 
ſeveral ſchemes and propoſals, which you think 
ſhould be offered to the parliament, In anſwer, I 
will aſſure you, that, in another place, I have 
known very good propoſals rejected with contempt 
by public aſſemblies, merely becauſe they were of- 
tered from without doors ; and yours perhaps might 
have the ſame fate, efpecially if handed to the 
publick by me, who am not acquainted with three 
members, nor have the leaſt intereſt with one, 
My printers have been twice proſecuted, to my 
great expence. on account of diſcourſes I writ for 
the public ſervice, without the leaſt reflexion on 
parties or perſons; and the ſucceſs I had in thoſe 


3 the Drapier was not t owing to my abilities, but 


3 
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to a lucky juncture, when the fuel was ready for 


the firſt hand that would be at the pains of kind- 
ling it. It is true both thoſe envenomed proſecu- 


tions were the workmanſhip of a judge, who is 


now gone to his own place {f]. But let that be 
as it will, I am determined henceforth never to be 
the inſtrument of —_— an innocent man at the 
mercy of that bench. 


It is certain, there are ſeveral particulars relating 


to this kingdom (I have mentioned a few of them 
in one of my Drapier's letters), which it were 
heartily to be wiſhed that the parliament would 


take under their conſideration, ſuch as will nowiſe 
interfere with England, otherwiſe chan to its ad- 


vantage. 


The firſt 1 mall mention is touched at in a let- | 


ter which I received from one of you, gentlemen, | 
about the highways; which, indeed, are almoſt 
every where ſcandalouſly neglected, I know a very 
rich man in this city, a true lover and ſaver of his 


money, who, being poſſeſſed of ſome adjacent 


lands, hath been at great charge in repaiting effec- 
tually the roads that lead to them; and hath aſ- 
ſured me, that his lands are thereby advanced four 


or five ſhillings an acre, by which he gets treble _ 
intereſt, But, generally ſpeaking, all over the 


kingdom, the roads are deplorable ; and, what is 
more particulayly barbarous, there is no ſort of 
- proviſion made for travellers on foot; no, not near 


the city, except in a very few places, and in a 
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moſt wretched manner: whereas the Engliſb are ſo 
particularly careful in this point, that you may 
travel there an hundred miles with leſs inconveni— 
ence than one mile here. But, ſince this may be 
thought too great a reformation, I ſhall only ſpeak 
of 8230 for horſes, carriages, and cattle. | 
Ireland is, I think, computed to be one third 
ſmaller than England; yet, by ſome natural diſad- 
vantages, it would not bear quite the ſame propor- 
tion in value, with the ſame encouragement. 
However, it hath ſo happened, for many years paſt, 
that it never arrived to above one eleventh part in 
point of riches; and, of late, by the continual de- 
creaſe of trade and increaſe of abſencees, with other 
circumſtances not here to be mentioned, hardly to 
a fifteenth part; at leaſt, if my calculations be 
right, which [ doubt are a little too favourable on 
our ſide, 1 
Now, ſuppoſing PE labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in England, and our roads, by the 
nature of our carriages and the deſolation of our 
country, to be not worn and beaten above one 
eighth part ſo much as thoſe of England, which is 
a very moderate computation; 1 do not ſee why 
the mending of them would be a greater burthen 
to this kingdom than to that. 5 
There have been, [ believe, twenty as of par- 
liament, in fix or ſeven years cf she late king Fol, - 


for mending long tracts of impallable ways in ſe- 


; veral counties of England, by erecting turnpikes, 
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and receiving paſſage-money in a manner that every 
body knows. If what if, have advanced be true, it 
would be hard to give a reaſon againſt the ſame 
practice here, ſince the neceſſity is as great, the 
ad vantage in proportion perhaps much greater, the 


materials of ſtone and gravel as eaſy to be found, 


and the workmanſhip at leaſt twice as cheap. 
Beſides, the work may be done gradually, with 
allowances for the poverty of the nation, by ſo. 
many perch a year; but with a ſpecial care to en- 
courage ſkill and diligence, and to prevent fraud in 


the undertakers, to which we are too liable, and 


which are not always confined to thoſe of the 
meaner ſort: but againſt theſe, no double, the wil 
dom of the nation may, and will, provide. 


Another evil, which, in my opinion, deſerves 


the public care, is the ill-management of the bogs, 


the neglect whereof is a eh. greater miſchief to 


this kingdom than moſt people ſeem to be aware of. 


It is allowed indeed, by thoſe who are eſteemed 


moſt ſkilful in ſuch. matters, that the red ſwelling 
molly bog, whereof we have fo many large tracts . 
in this iſland, is not by any means to be fully re- 
duced; but the ſkirts, which are covered with a 
green coat, eaſily may, being not an accretion, 


or annual growth of moſs, like the other. 
Now the landlords are generally ſo careleſs as 


to ſuffer their tenants to cut their turf in theſe 
ſkirts, as well as the bog adjoined, whereby there 
is yearly loſt a ible quantity of land through : 
out the kingdom, never to be recovered. 
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But this is not the greateſt part of the miſchief, 
For the main bog, although perhaps not reducible 
to natural ſoil, yet, by continuing large, deep, 
ſtraight canals through the middle, cleaned at pro- 
per times, as low as the channel or gravel, would 
become a ſecure ſummer-paſturez the margins 
might, with great profit and ornament, be filled 
with quickins, birch, and other trees proper for 
ſuch a foil, and the canals be convenient for water- | 
carriage of the turf, which is now drawn upon 
fed-cars with great expence, difficulty, and loſs of 
time, by reaſon of the many turf-pits ſcattered 
irregularly through the bog, wherein great num- 
bers of cattle are yearly drowned, And it hath 
been, I confeſs, to me a matter of the greateſt vex- | 
ation as well as wonder, to think how any land- 
lord could be ſo abſurd as to ſuffer ſuch havock to 
"0 Wade. E 
All the acts for encouraging Aa of foreſt- - 
trees are, I am told, extremely defective; which, 
with great ſubmiſſion, muſt have been owing to a 
defect of ſkill in the contrivers of them. In this 
climate, by the continual blowing of the Weſt- 
ſouth-weſt wind, hardly any tree of value will 
come to perfection that is planted in groves, except 
very rarely, and where there is much land- ſhelter. 
1 have not, indeed, read all the acts; but, from 
enquiry, I cannot learn that the planting in groves 
is enjoined. And, as to the effects of theſe laws, 
I have nor ſeen the leaſt, in many hundred miles 


riding, except about a very few gentlemen 8 houſes, 


- and | 
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and even thoſe with very little {kill or ſucceſs, In 
all the reſt, the hedges generally miſcarry, as well 
as the larger ſlender twigs planted upon the tops of 
ditches, merely for want of common ſkill and care, 
I do not believe that a greater and quicker pro- 
fit could be made, than by planting large groves 
of aſh, a few feet aſunder, which in ſeven years 
would make the beſt kind of hop-poles, and grow, 
in the ſame or leſs time, to a ſecond crop from 


their roots. 


It would !: kewiſe be of great uſe and beauty | in 
our deſert ſcenes, to oblige all tenants and cottagers 
to plant aſh or elm before their cabbins, and round 
their potatoe-gardens, where cattle either do not, 
or ought not to come to deſtroy them, 

The common objection againſt all this, drawn 


from the lazineſs, the perverſeneſs, or thieviſh diſ- 


poſition, of the poor native Iriſb, might be eaſily 
anſwered, by ſhewing the true reaſons for ſuch ac- 
cuſations, and how eaſily thoſe people may be 
brought to a leſs ſavage manner of life: but my 
printers have already ſuffered too much for my ſpe- 


culations. However, ſuppoſing the ſize of a na- 


tive's underſtanding juſt equal to that of a dog or 


horſe, I have often ſeen thoſe two animals civilized 


by rewards, at leaſt as much as by puniſhments. 
I: would be a noble atchievement to aboliſh the 


Trib language in this kingdom, fo far at leaſt as to 
oblige all the natives to ſpeak only Englifp on every 
Ocean of buſineſs, in ſhops, markets, fairs, and 

other mow of of dealing: 2 I am wholly deceived, 


2 
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if this might not be effectually done i in leſs than 


half an age, and at a very trifling expence ; for 
ſuch I look upon a tax to be, of only ſix thouſand 
pounds a year, to accompliſh ſo great a work. 
This would, in a great meaſure, civilize the moſt 


barbarous among them, reconcile them to our cul- 


toms and manner of living, and reduce great num- 


bers to the national religion, whatever kind may 
then happen to be eſtabliſhed, The method is 


plain and ſimple; and, although I am too de- 


ſponding to produce it, yet I could heartily wiſh. 
ſome public thoughts were employed to reduce this 


uncultivated people from that idle, ſavage, beaſtly, 


thieviſh manner of life, in which they continue - 
funk to a degree, that it is almoſt impoſſible for a 
country gentleman to find a ſervant of human ca- 
pacity, or the leaſt tincture of natural honeſty - Or 


Who does not live among his own tenants in con- 


| tinual fear of having his plantations deſtroyed, his 


_ cattle ſtelen, and his goods pilfered. 


The love, affection, or vanity of living in with 
land, continuing to carry thither ſo many wealthy 
5 families, the conſequences thereof, together Eng- 


the utter loſs of all trade, except what i is detri- 


mental, which hath forced ſuch great numbers of 


weavers, and others, to ſeek their bread in foreign 


countries, the unhappy practice of ſtocking 23 | 
vaſt quantities of land with ſheep and other cattle, 
which reduceth twenty families to one: Theſe 


events, I ſay, have exceedingly depopulated this 


| Kingdom for ſeveral years paſt, I ſhould heartily ] 
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ture. And, therefore, to what kind of wiſdom 2 
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wiſh, therefore, under this miſerable dearth of 


money, that thoſe who are moſt concerned would 
think it adviſeable to ſave a hundred thouſand 


pounds a year, which is now ſent out of this king- 


dorr, to feed us with corn, There 1s not an older 
or more uncontroverted maxim in the politicks of 
all wiſe nations, than that of encouraging agricul- 


* 


practice ſo directly contrary among us may be te- 


duced, I am by no means a judge. If labour and 
people make the true riches of a nation, what muſt 
be the iſlue where one part of the people are forced 
away, and the other part have nothing to do? 
If it ſhould be thought proper by wiſer heads. 


that his majeſty might be applicd to in a national _ 


way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half 


pence for its own uſe; L belicve no good ſubject 


will be under the leaſt apprehenſion that ſu h a re- 


queſt could meet with refuſal, or the leaſt delay. 
Perhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth, or 
that ever was or will be upon 1 which did not 
enjoy that common right of civil ſociety, under the 


proper inſpection of its prince or legiſlature, to 
coin money of all uſual metals for its own occaſi- 


ons. Every petty prince in Germany, vaſſal to the 
emperor, enjoys this privilege. And I have ſeen 
in this kingdom ſeveral ſilver pieces, with the in- 


ſcription of CLYITAS WATERFORD, DROC SHEDACH, | 


and other towns. | 


THE 


THE 
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What was ſaid by the DEAN of St. PaTRICK's te 

the Lord Mayor and ſome of the ALDERMEN, 
when his Lordſhip came to preſent the ſaid DEAN 
with his Freedom in a Gold- box. 


HE N his lordſhip had ſaid a few words, 
and preſented the inſtrument, the dean 
gently put it back, and defired firſt to be heard, He 
| ſaid, He was much obliged to his lordſhip and the 
city for the honour they were going to do him, and 
which, as he was informed, they had long intended 
| him: that it was true this honour was mingled with 
i a 1 mortification, by the delay which attended 
it: but which, however, he did not impute to his 
5 Jordieip or the city: and that the mortification was 
the leſs, becauſe he would willingly hope the delay 
was founded on a miſtake; for which opinion he 
would tell his reaſon. He ſaid, It was well known, 
that ſome time ago, a perſon with a title was 
Pleaſed, in two ou aſſemblies, to rattle bitterly 
ſomebody : 
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ſome body without a name, under the injurious ap- 


pellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an enemy to King 
George, and a libeller of the government; which 


character, the dean ſaid, many people thought was 


applied to him : but he was unwilling to be of that 
opinion, becauſe the perſon who had delivered thofe 
abuſive words had, for ſeveral years, careſſed and 


courted, and ſollicited his friendſhip more than any 
man in either kingdom had ever done; by 1 inviting 
him to his houſe in town and country, by coming 


to the deanry often, and calling or ſending almoſt 
every day when the dean was ſick, with many other 
particulars of the ſame nature, which continued even 


to day a or ta o of the time when the ſaid perſon made 


thoſe invectives in the council and houſe of lords. 
Therefore, that the dean would by no means think 
thoſe ſcurrilous words could be intended againſt 
him; becauſe ſuch a proceeding would overthrow 
all the principles of honour, juſtice, religion, truth, 


and even common humanity. Therefore the dean 


will endeavour to believe, that the ſaid perſon had 
ſome other object in his thoughts ; and it was only 


the uncharitable cuſtom of the world that applied 


this character to him. However, that he would 


inſiſt on this argument no longer: but one thing he 


would affirm and declare, without aſi aning any 


name or making any exception, That, whoever - 


ther did, or does, or ſhell hereafter at any time, : 
charge him with the character of a Jacobite, an 


| enemy to king Heure, or a  liveller of the Serge 
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| ont; NY ſaid accuſation was, is, and will be falſe, 
malicious, ſlanderous, and altogether groundleſs. 
And he would take the freedom to tell his Jordſhin 
and the reſt that ſtood by, that he had done more 
ſervice to the Hanover-title, and more diſſervice to 
the pretender's cauſe, than forty thouſand of thoſe 
_ noiſy, railing, malicious, empty zealots, to whom 
nature hath denied any talent that could be of uſe 
to God or their country, and left them only the 
gift of reviling, and ſpitting their venom, againſt all 
who differ from them in their deſtruQive principles 
both in church and ſtate. That he confeſſed, it was 
ſometimes his misfortune to diſlike ſome things in 


public proceedings in both kingdoms, wherein he 


had often the honour to agree with wiſe and good 
men; but this did by no means affect either his loy- 
alty to his prince, or love to his country. But, on 
tie contrary, he proteſted that ſuch diſlikes never 
aroſe ia him from any other principles, than the duty 
de owed to the king, and his affection to the king- 
dom. That he had been acquainted with courts and 
miniſters long enough, and knew too well that the 


beſt miniſters might miſtake in points of great im- 


portance; and that he had the honour to know many 


more able, and at leaſt full as honeſt, as any can 
be at preſent, The dean further ſaid, That, ſince 


he had b-en fo falle:y repreſented, he thought it be- 
came him to give ſome account of himſelf for above 
twenty years, if it were only to juſtify his lordſhip 
and the city for the honour Hey. were going to do 


him. 5 
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kim. He related briefly how, merely by his own 
perſonal credit, without other aſſiſtance, and in 
two journeys at his expence, he had procured a 
grant of the firſt fruits to the clergy, in the late 


queen's time; for which he thought he deſerved 
| ſome gentle treatment from his brethren, That, 
during all the adminiſtration of the ſaid miniſtry, 
| he had been a conſtant advocate for thoſe who are 
called the Whigs; had kept many of them in their 
F employments, both in England and here, and ſome 
| who were afterwards the firſt to lift up their heels 
| againſt him. He reflected a little upon the ſevere 
treatment he had met with upon his return to {re-. 
land after her majeſty's death, and for ſome years 
after. That, being forced to live retired, he could 
think of no better way to do public ſervice, than by 
employing all the little money he could ſave, and 
lending it, without intereſt, in ſmall ſums, to poor 


induſtrious tradeſmen, examining their party or their 


faith. And God had ſo far pleaſed to bleſs his en- 
deayours, that his managers tell him he hath reco- 
vered above two hundred families in this city from 
ruin, and placed moſt of them in a comfortable way 
of life. The dean related how much he had ſuf- 
tered in his purſe, and with what hazard to his li- 
berty, by a moſt iniquitous judge [Y]; who, to 
gratify his ambition and rage of party, had con- 
demned an innocent t book, written with no o worſe * 


Je! See the Note vol. * | page 5 | OW 
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deſign, chan to perſuade the people of this kingdom 
to wear their own manufactures. How the ſaid 
judge had endeavoured to get a jury to his mind; 
but they proved fo honeſt, chat he was forced to keep 
them eleven hours, and ſend them back nine times, 
until, at laſt, they were compelled to leave the 
printer [4] to the mercy of the court. And the 
dean was forced to procure a nol: proſegui from a 
Noble perſon, then ſecretary of ſtate, who had been 
his old friend. The dean then freely confeſſed him- 
ſelf to be the author of thoſe books called the Dra- 
pier's Letters, and ſpoke gently of the proclamation, 
offering 3004. to diſcover the writer, He ſaid, that 
although a certain perſon was pleaſed to mention 
thoſe books 3 in a ſlight manner at a public aſſembly, 
yet he (the dean) had learned to believe, that there 
were ten thouſand to one in the kingdom who dif- 
| fered from that perſon; and the people of England, 
_ whohadever heard of the matter, as well as in France, 
were all of the ſame opinion. The dean mentioned 
| ſeveral other particulars, ſome of which, thoſe from 
whom I had the account could not recollect, and 
others, although of great conſequence, perhaps his 
enemies would not allow him. The dean concluded 
with acknowledging to have expreſſed his wiſhes, 
that an inſcription might have been graven on the 
box, ſhewing ſome reaſon why the city thought fit 
to do him that honour, which was much out ot 


[4 ] Harding 


thai 
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the common forms to a perſon in a private ſtation; 
thoſe diſtinctions being uſually made only to chief 
governors, or perſons in very high employ- 


ments [e]. 


[4] Arguments of a ſimilar nature were uſcd by Dr. Swift, at 
the time the freedom of Cork was preſented to him, See Vol, XIV. 
p. 16. | | | | | 


R 2 _ _THOVGHTS 


1 M r 


0 
CEL T0 TV NV 


I AM in all opinions to believe according to my 
own impartial reaſon ; which I am bound to in- 
form and improve, as far as my OE and oppor- 
tunities will permit. 

It may be prudent in me to act ſometimes by 
other mens reaſon; but I can think only by my 
own. 

If another man's reaſon fully convinceth me, t 
becomes my own reaſon. 

Ti lay a a man is bound to believe, 1 18 neither truth 
nor ſenſe. 


' You may force men, by intereſt or puniſhment, 
7-7 ſay or ſwear they believe, and to act as if they 


believed: you can go no further. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth, 
ought to be content with the poſſeſſion of his own 
opinion in private, without perplexing his neighbour 
or diſturbing the publick, 

Violent zeal for truth hath an hundred to one 
odds to be either petulancy, ambition, or pride, 
There is a degree of corruption, wherein ſome 
nations, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an 
amendment; till which time, particular men ſhould 
be quiet. 


To 


C 


kf 


THOUGHTS ON RELIGION. 


To remove opinions fundamental in ns is 
impoſſible, and the attempt wicked, whether thoſe 
opinions be true or falſe; unleſs your avowed de- 
ſign be to aboliſh that religion altogether, So, for 


| inflance, in the famous doctrine of Chriſt's divinity, 
which hath been univerſally received by all bodies 
of Chriſtians, ſince the condemnation of Arianiſm 


under Con/taniine and his ſucceſſors: wherefore the 
proceedings of the Socinians are both vain and un- 
warrantable; becauſe they will be never able to ad-" 
vance their own opinion, or meet any other ſucceſs 
than breeding doubts and diſturbances in the world. 
Qui ratione ſua diſturbant mania mundi. | 

The want of belief is a defect that ought to be 
concealed when it cannot be overcome. 

The Chriſtian religion, in the moſt early times, 
was propoſed to the Jews and Heathens without 
the article of CHriſt's divinity; which, I remember, 
Eraſmus accounts for, by its being too ſtrong a 
meat for babes. Perhaps, if it were now ſoftened 
by the Chineſe miſſionaries, the converſion of thoſe 
infidels would be leſs difficult: and we find, by the 


Alcoran, it is the great ſtumbling- block of the Ma- 


hometans. But, in a country already Chrittian, to 
bring ſo fundamental a point of faith into debate, 
can have no conſequences that are not N to 
morals and public peace. 

T have been often offended to find St. Paul's al- 
legories, and other figures of Grecian e 
eonverted by dtvines into articles of faith. 


3 
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God's mercy is oyer all his Works; but divine: 
of all forts leſſen that mercy too much, 

I look upon myſelf, in the capacity of a clergy· 
man, to be one appointed by Providence for defend- 
ing a poſt aſſigned me, and for gaining over as 
many enemies as I can. Although I think my cauſe 
is juſt, yet one great motion is my ſubmitting to 
the pleaſure of Providence, and to the laws of my 
country. . 

I am not anſwerab!, e to God ſor the doubts that 
ariſe in my own breaſt, ſince they are the conſe- 


quence of that reaſon which he hath planted in me; 


if T take care to conceal thoſe doubts from others, 
if I uſe my beſt endeavours to ſubdue them, aud 
if they have no influence on the conduct of my 
life, 

I believe that thouſands of men would be ortho- 
dox enough in certain points, if divines had not 
been too curious, or too narrow, in reducing or- 
thodoxy within the compals of ſubtleties, nicetics, 
and diſtinctions, with little warrant from e 
and leſs ſrom reaſon or good policy. 


I never ſaw, heard, nor read, that the clergy were 


beloved in any nation where Chriſtianity was the 
religion of the country. Nothing can render them 
popular but ſome degtiee of perſecution, 

T hoſe fine gentlemen, who affect the humour of 
railing at the clergy, are, I think, bound i in ho- 
nour to turn parſons themſelves, and ſhew us bet- 
ter examples, 


Miſerabic 
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Miſerable mortals ! can we contribute to the 


Bonour and glory of God? ] could wiſh that expreſſion 
were ſtruck out of our prayer-books. | 

Liberty of conſcience, properly ſpeaking, is no 
more than the liberty of poſſeſſing our own thoughts 
and opinions, which every man enjoys without fear 


of the magiſtrate : but how far he ſhall publicly at 


in purſuance of thoſe opinions, is to be regulated 
by the laws of the country, Perhaps, in my own 
thoughts, I prefer a well- inſtituted commonwealth 


before a monarchy; ; and I know ſeveral others of 
the ſame opinion, Now, if, upon this pretence, I 


ſhould inſiſt upon liberty of conſcience, form con- 


venticles of republicans, and print books prefercing 


that government and condemning what is eſtabliſhed, 
the magiſtrate would, with great juſtice, hang me 
and my diſciples. It is the fame caſe in religion, 
although not ſo avowed, where liberty of conſcience, 


under the preſent acceptation, equally produces re- . 


volutions, or at leaſt convulſions and diſturbances, 
in a ſtate; which politicians would ſee well enough, 


if their eyes were not blinded by faction, * of 
which theſe kingdoms, as well as France, Sweden, 
and other countries, are flaming inſtances. Crom- 
wells notion upon this article was natural and 


right; when, upon the ſurrender of a town in Ire- 


land, the Popiſh governor inſiſted upon an article 
for liberty of conſcience, Cromuwe!! ſaid, he meddled 
with no man's conſcience ; but if, by liberty ” ay 
conſcience, the governor meant the liberty of the 


35 4 „ Maſs, 
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Maſs, he had expreſs orders from the parliament of 

England againſt admitting any ſuch liberty at all. 
It is impoſſible that any thing ſo natural, ſo ne- 


ceſſary, and fo univerſal as death, ſhould ever have 


been deſizned by Providence as an evil to man- 
kind. | 


Although 3 were intended by Providence to 


govern our paſſions, yet it ſeems that, in two points 


of the greateſt moment to the being and continu- 
ance of the world, God hath intended our paſſions 
to prevail over reaſon, The firſt is, the propaga- 


tion of our ſpecies, ſince no wile man ever married 


from the dictates of reaſon. The other is, the love 


of life, which, from the dictates of reaſon, every 


man would deſpiſe, and wiſh it at an end, or that 


it never had a beginning, 


o 


FURTHER 


FURTHER 


r M 6 U G H T 8 


ON 
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HE Scripture-ſyſtem of man's creation is 
what Chriſtians are bound to believe, and 


ſeems moſt agreeable of all others to probability and 
reaſon. Adam was formed from a piece of clay, and 


Eve from one of his ribs. The text mentioneth 
nothing of his Maker's intending him for, except to 
rule over the beaſts of the field 3 birds of the air. 
As to Eve, it doth not appear that her huſband was 


her monarch; only ſhe was to be his help-mate, and 
placed in ſome degree of ſubjection. However, be- 


fore his fall, the bealle were his moſt obedient ſub- 
jets, whom he governed by abſolute power. After 


his eating the forbidden fruit, the courſe of nature | 


was changed, the animals began to reject his go- 
vernment; ſome were able to eſcape by flight, and 


others were too fierce to be attacked, The Scripture 
mentioneth no particular acts of royalty in Adam 


over his poſterity, who were cotemporary with him, 


or of any monarch until after the flood: whereot 
the firſt was Nimrod, the mighty hunter, who, as 


Milton expreſſeth it, made men, and not beaſts, his 


prey. For men were eaſier Sai by promiſes, and 
4. Rn i ea "pours: 
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ſubdued by the folly or treachery of their own ſpecies. 
| Whereas the brutes prevailed only by their courage 
or ſtrength, which, among them, are peculiar to 
certain kinds, Lions, . elephants, and ſome 
other animals, are ſtrong or valiant; and their ſpe- 
cies never degenerates in their native ſoil, except 
they happen to be enſlaved or deſtroyed by human 
fraud: but men degenerate every day, merely by the 
folly, t the perverſeneſs, the avarice, the tyranny, the 
pride, the treachery, or inhumanity, of their own 


-" kind. 
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LMIGHTY and moſt gracious Lord God, 
extend, we beſcech thee, thy pity and 


compaſſion cowards this thy languiſhing ſervant: 


teach her to place her hope and confidence en- 
tirely 3 in thee; give her a true ſenſe of the emp- 
tineſs and vanity of all earthly things: make her 


truly ſenſible of all the infirmities of her life paſt, 
and grant to her ſuch a true fincere repentance as is 
not to be repented of. Preſerve her, O Lord, in a 


ſound mind and underſtanding, during this thy vi- 


ſitation; keep her from both the ſad extremes of 
preſumption and deſpair. If thou ſhalt pleaſe to 


_ reſtore her to her former health, give her grace to be 
ever mindful of that mercy, and to keep thoſe good 
reſolutions ſhe now makes in her ſickneſs, ſo that 


no length of time, nor proſperity, may entice her 
to forget them. Let no thought of her misfortunes 


diſtract her mind, and prevent the means towards 
her recovery, or diſturb her in her preparations 


for a better life. We beſeech thee allo, O Lord, 


a Two other Prayers, written by Dr. Seoift, and uſed for Mis. 


of 


| Fer in her laſt ſickneſs, are printed in vol, X11, p. 8 Oc. 
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of thy infinite goodneſs, to remember the good ac- 
tions of this thy ſervant; that the naked ſhe hath 
cloathed, the hungry ſhe hath fed, the ſick and the 
fatherleſs whom ſhe hath relieved, may be reckoned, 


according to thy gracious promiſe, as if they had 


been done unto thee. Hearken, O Lord, to the 
prayers offered up by the friends of this thy ſervant 


in her behalf, and eſpecially thoſe now made by us 
unto thee. Give thy bleſſing to thoſe endeavours uſed 


for her recovery ; but take from her all violent de- 


fire, either of life or death, further than with reſig- 


nation to thy holy will. And now, O Lord, we 


implore thy gracious favour towards us here met 
together; grant that the ſenſe of this thy ſervant's 


weakneſs may add ſtrength to our faith; that we, 
conſidering the infirmities of our nature, and the 


uncertainty of life, may. by this example, be drawn 
to repentance before it ſhall pleaſe thee to viſit us in 


the like manner. Accept theſe prayers, we beſeech 
Thee, for the ſake of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


our Lord; who, with Chee and the Holy Ghoſt, 
 liveth and reigneth e ever one God world without « en xd, = 


72 Amen. 
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The ities of this world 15 frol neſs with 
 GoDp. 


T is remarkable that, about the time of our 


Saviour's coming into the world, all kinds of 


learning flouriſhed to a very great degree, inſo- 


much that nothing is more frequent in the mouths 
of many men, even ſuch who pretend to read and 
to know, than an extravagant praiſe and opinion 
of the wiſdom and virtue of the Gertile ſages of 


_ thoſe days, and likewiſe of thoſe antient philoſo- 


phers who went before them, whoſe doctrines are 
left upon record either by themſelves or other 


writers. As far as this may be taken for granted, 


it may be ſaid, that the Providence of God brought . 
this about for ſeveral very wiſe ends and purpoſes. 


For it is certain that theſe philoſophers had been a 
long time before ſearching out where to fix the 
true thapoinels of man; and, not being able to agree 
upon any certzinty about it, they could not poſli- 


bly but conclude, if. they judged impartially, that 
all their enquiries were, in the end, but vain and 
kruitleſz z the conſequence of nich muſt be, not 
only : 
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only an acknowledgement of the weakneſs of all 


human wiſdom, but likewiſe an open paſſage here- 
by made, for letting in thoſe beams of light, which 
the glorious ſunſhine of the goſpel then brought 


into the world, by revealing thoſe hidden truths, 


which they had ſo long beiore been labouring to 


diſcover, and fixing the general happineſs of man- | 
kind beyond all controverſy and diſpute, And 


therefore the Providence of God wiſely ſuffered 
men of deep g genius and learning then to ariſe, who 
ſhould ſearch | into the truth of the goſpel now made 


| known, and canvaſs its doctrines with all the ſub- 
tilty aud knowledge they were maſters of, and in 


the end freely acknowledge that to be the true wiſ- 


dom only which cometh from above. James iii. 


15, 16, 17. 


However, to make a further enquiry Fe the | 
7 truth of this obſervation, I doubt not but there is : 
reaſon to think that a great many of thoſe enco- 
miums given to antient philoſophers are taken upon 

truſt, and by a ſort of men who are not very likely 
to be at the pains of an enquiry that would employ 
ſo much time and thinking. For the uſual ends 
why men affect this kind of diſcourſe, appear ge- 
nerally to be either out of oſtentation, that they 
may paſs upon the world for perſons of great know- 

ledge and obſervation; or, what is worſe, there 


are ſome who highly exalt the wiſdom of thoſe 
Gentile ſages, thereby obliquely to glance at and 
traduce Divine Revelation, and more eſpecially 


a chat of the Goſpel; for the conſequence they 


— 3 would 
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would have us draw, is this: That, Gr thoſe 
antient philoſophers role to a greater pitch of wiſ- 


dom and virtue than was ever known among 


Chriſtians, and all this purely upon the ſtrength 


of their own reaſon and liderty of thinking, there- 


fore it muſt follow, that either all Revelation is 


falſe, or, what is worſe, that it has depraved the 
nature of man, and left him worſe than it found 


him. 


But this ieh opinion 6f Herthen wiflomis bt 


very antient in the world, nor at all countenanced 
from primitive times: Our Saviour had but a low 


eſteem of it, as appears by his treatment of the 
Phariſees and Saducees, who followed the doctrines | 
of Plato and Epicurus. St. Paul likewiſe, Who 
was well verſed in all the Grecian literature, ſeems 
very much to deſpiſe their philoſophy, as we find 


in his writings, cautioning the Coleſiaus to beware 


left any man ſpoil them through philoſophy and vain 


deceit, And, in another place, he adviſes T umathy 


to avoid prophane and vain babblings, and oppoſitions 


of ſcience falſely ſo called; that is, not to introduce 
into the Chriſtian doctrine the janglings of thote 
vain philoſophers, which they would pals upon the 
world for ſcience. And the reaſons he gives are, 


firſt, That thoſe who profeſſed them did err con- 
| cerning the faith : ſecondly, Becauſe the knowledge 
of them did encreaſe ungodlineſs, vain babblings 


being otherways expounded vanities, or empty 
ſounds; that is, tedious diſputes about words, 


which the philoſophers were always iv full of, and 
whio I 
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which were the natural prod uct of diſputes and ai 
ſenſions between ſeveral ſects. 


Neither had the primitive fathers any great or 


good opinion of the Heathen philotophy, as it is 
_ manifeſt from ſeveral paſſages in their writings: ſo 


that this vein of affecting to raiſe the reputation of 
thoſe ſages ſo high, is a mode and a vice but of 
yeſterday, aſſumed chiefly, as I have ſaid, to diſ- 
parage revealed knowledge, and the confequences 


of it among us. 


Now, becauſe this is a nreiudics which may pre- 
vail with ſome perſons, ſo far as to leſſen the influ- 
ence of the goſpel, and whereas therefore this is an 


opinion which men of education are like to be en- 


countered with, when they have produced them- : 


ſelves into the world; I ſhall! endeavour to ſhew 


that iheir preference of Beathen wiſdom and virtue, 


before that of the Chriſtian, is every way unjuſt, 
and grounded upon ignorance or miſtake: in order 
to which, I ſhall conſider four things. 1 8 


Firſi, I ſhall produce certain points, wherein 
the wiſdom and virtue of all unrevealed philoſophy 


in general fell ſhort, and was very imperfect. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew in ſeveral inſtances, where 
ſome of the moſt renowned philoſophers have been 


groſsly defective in their leſſons of morality. 


Thirdly, I ſhall prove the perfection of Chriſtian : 
wiſdom, from the proper. characters and marks 


of it. 


Laſily⸗, I ſhall ſhew that the wt 3 of 


wiſdom and virtue among the Heathen wiſe men 
were 


_ enced by the doctrine of any fect ; whereas, in 
Chriſtianity, it is quite the contrary. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall produce certain points, wherein 
the wiſdom and virtue of all unrevealed philoſophy 
in general fell ſhort, and was very imperfect. 


My deſign is to perſuade men, that Chriſtian 

philoſophy is in all things preferable to Heathen 
wiſdom ; from which, or its profeſſors, I ſhall how] 
| ever have no occaſion to detract, They were as 


' wiſe and as good as it was poſſible for them under 


ſuch diſadvantages, and would have probably been 
infinitely more with ſuch aids as we enjoy: but 
our leſſons are certainly much better, however 0 our 


practices may fall ſhort. 


Ihe firſt point J ſhall mention was that univer- 
ſal defect, which was in all their ſchemes, that 
they could not agree about their chief good, or 
wherein to place the happineſs of mankind; nor 
had any of them a tolerable anſwer upon this dif- 
ficulty, to ſatisfy a reaſonable perſon, For, to ſay, 


as the moſt plauſible of them did, that happineſs 


conſiſted in virtue, was but vain babbling, and a 
mere ſound of words, to amuſe others * them 
ſelves; becauſe they were not agrecd what this 


virtue was, or wherein it did conſiſt ; and likewiſe, 


becauſe ſeveral among the beſt of them taught 
quite different things, placing happineſs in health 
or good fortune, in riches or in honour, where all 
were agreed that virtue was not, as I ſhall have 


Vor- VVV occaſion 
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were produced by perſonal merit, and not influ- 
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occaſion to _ when I ſpeak of their particular 
tenets, 

The ſecond great de fe&t in the Gentile philoſo- 
phy was, that it wanted ſome ſuitable reward pro- 


portioned to the better part of man, his mind, as 
an encouragenent for his progreſs in virtue. The 


difficulties they met with upon the ſcore of this de- 


fault were great, and not to be accounted for: 
| bodily goods, being only ſuitable to bodily wants, 
are no reſt at all for the mind; and, if they were, 


yet are they not the proper fruits of wiſdom and 


virtue, being equally attainable by the ignorant 
and wicked. Now, human nature is fo conſtitut- 
ed, that we can never puriue any thing heartily 
but upon hopes of a reward, If we run a race, it 
is in expeQation of a prize, and the greater the 


prize the faſter we run; for an incorruptible crown, 


if we underſtand it and believe it to be ſuch, more 
than a corruptible one. But ſome of the philoſo- 


phers gave all this quite another turn, and pre- 


. to refine ſo far, as to call virtue its own 
reward, and worthy to be followed only for itſelf : 
whereas, if there be any thing in this more than 


the found of the words, it is at leaſt too abſtracted 


to become an univerſal influencing principle in the 
world, and therefore could not be of general uſe. 


It was the want of aſſigning ſome happineſs, 
proportioned to the foul of man, that cauſed many 


of chem, either, on the one band, to be ſour and 
moroſe, ſupercilious and untreatablez or, on the 
other, to fail into the vulgar purſuits of common 


men, 
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men, to hunt after greatneſs and riches, to make 
their court, and to ſerve occaſions; as Plato did 
to the younger Dionyſius, and Ariſtatle to Alexander 
the Great, So impoſſible it is for a man, who 
looks no further than the preſent world, to fix 


| himſelf long in a contemplation where the preſent 
| - world has no part: he has no ſure hold, no firm 
footing; he can never expect to remove the earth 
he reſts upon, while he has no ſupport beſide for 
his feet, but wants, like Archimedes, ſome other 
place whereon to ſtand, To talk of bearing pain 
and grief, without any ſort of preſent or future 
hope, cannot be purely greatneſs of ſpirit ; there 


muſt be a mixture in it of affectation, and an allay 
of pride, or perhaps is wholly counterfeit, 


It is true, there has been all along in the world 
a notion of rewards and puniſhments in another 


life; but it ſeems to have rather ſerved as an en- 
tertainment to poets, or as a terror of children, 
than a ſettled principle by which men pretended to 
govern any of their actions. The laſt celebrated 
words of Socrates, a little before his death, do not 
| ſeem to reckon or build much upon any ſuch opi- 


nion; and Cæſar made no ſcruple to diſowyn it, and 5 


ridicule it in open ſenate. 


Thirdly, The greateſt and wiſeſt of all their ol⸗ 
loſophers were never able to give any ſatisfaction, 
to others and themſelves, in their notions of a 

Deity. They were often extremely groſs and ab- 


ſurd in their conceptions z and thoſe who made 


the faireſt conjectures are ſuch as were generally 
ET ON 8 2 allowed 
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allowed by the learned to have ſeen the ſyſtem of , 


Moſes, if J may fo call it, who was in great repu- 
tation at that time in the Heathen world, as we 
find by Diederus, Juſtin, Longinus, and other au- 


thors ; for the reſt, the wiſeſt among them laid 
aſide all notions after a Deity, as a diſquifition vain 


and fruitleſs, which indeed it was, upon unrevealed 


principles; and thoſe who ventured to engage too | 


far fell into incoherence and confufion. 
Fourth, Thoſe among them who had the juſt- 
| elt conceptions of a Divine power, and did alſo 


admit a Providence, had no notion at all of entirely 
relying and depending upon either; they truſted 
in themſelves for all things: but, as for a truſt or 


dependence upon God, they would not have un- 


derſtood the phraſe; it made no park of the pro- 


fane ſtyle. 


Therefore it was, that, in all iſſues and events, 


which they could not reconcile to their own ſenti- 


ments of reaſon and juſtice, they were quite diſ- 
concerted : They had no retreat; but, upon every 
blow of adverſe fortune, either affected to be in- 


different, or grew ſullen and evers, or r elſe yielded 
and ſunk like other men. 


Having now produced certain points, wherein 
the wiſdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofopby 


fell ſhort, and was very imperfect ; I go on, in the 
ſecond place, to ſhew, in ſeveral inſtances, where 


ſome of the moſt renowned philoſophers have been 


groſsly detective in their leſſons of morality. 


Thats 
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Dales, the founder of the Donic ſect, fo cele- 


brated for morality, being aſked how a man might 


bear ill-fortune with greateſt eaſe, anſwered, © By 


© ſeeing his enemies in a worſe condition.” An 
anſwer truly barbarous, unworthy of human na- 
ture, and which included ſuch A as muſt 


deſtroy all ſociety from the world,  _ 
Solon, lamenting the death of a ; ſon, one told 


him, © You lament in vain :”* * Therefore (ſaid 
« he) I lament, becauſe it is in vain.” This was 
a plain confeſſion how imperfect all his philoſophy 
was, and that ſomething was ſtill wanting. He 
owned that all his wiſdom and morals were uſeleſs, 
and this upon one of the moſt frequent accidents 
in life. How much better could he have learned 
to ſupport himſelf even from David, by his entire 
dependence upon God ; and that before our Savi- 
our had advanced the "qotlogs of religion to the 
height and perfection wherewith he hath inſtructed 
his diſciples ? Plato himſelf, with all his refine- 


ments, placed happineſs in wiſdom, health, good- 
fortune, honour, and riches; and held that they 


| who enjoyed all theſe were perfectly happy: which 
opinion was indeed unworthy it's owner, leaving 
the wiſe and good man wholly at the mercy of 


_ uncertain chance, and to de miſerable without re- 
ſource. 
His ſcholar, Ari i/botle, fell more 8 into the 


ſame notion; and plainly affirmed: That virtue, 


without the 8540 of fortune, was not ſufficient 


: for happineſs, but that a wiſe man muſt be miſera- 
ß DEE LOR ex 1 
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ble in poverty and ſickneſs. Nay, Diogenes him- 

ſelf, from whoſe pride and ſingularity one would 
have looked for other notions, delivered it as his 
opinion, That a poor old man was the moſt mi- 

ſerable thing in life. 

Zeno alſo and his followers fell into many abſur- 
dities, among which nothing could be greater than 
that of maintaining all crimes to be equal, which, 
inſtead of making vice hateſul, rendered it as a pig 
indifferent and familiar to all men. 
Laſily, Epicurus had no notion of juſtice but as 
it was profitable; and his placing happineſs in 
pleaſure, with all the advantages he could expound 
it by, was liable to very great exception: for, al- 
though he taught that p eaſure did conſiſt in virtue, 
yet he did not any way fix or aſcertain the boun- 
daries of virtue, as he ought to have done by 

which means he miſled his followers into the great- 
eſt vices, making their names to become odious 
and ſcandalous, eyen in the Heathen world. | 


I have produced theſe few inſtances from a 
great many others, to ſhew the imperfection of 
_ Heathen philoſophy, wherein I have confined my- 

ſelf wholly to their morality. And ſurely we may 

. pronounce upon it in the words of St. James, that 

This wiſdem deſcended not from above, but was earth- 

th and fenſual. What if 1 had produced their 

| abſurd notions about God and the foul? It would 

then have compleated the character given it by that 

; Apoſtle, and appeared to have been deviliſh too. 
But it is eaſy to — from the nature of theie 
fe w 
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few particulars, that their defects in morals were 


purely the flagging and fainting of the mind, for 
want of a ſupport by revelation from God. 
I proceed therefore, in the third place, to ſhew 


the perfection of Chriſtian wiſdom from above; 


and I ſhall endeavour to make it appear from thoſe 


proper characters and marks of it by the Apoſtle 


| before-mentioned, in the third chapter, and 15th, 
16th, and 17th verſes. 

The words runs thus : 

This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above ; ; but is 
earthly, ſenſual, devilifh. 


For where envying and Arife i is, there 10 confe 2 5 


and every evil work, 


But the wiſdom that is fro above, is 2 pure, 


then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 


_ out hypocriſy. 


The wiſdom from above i ts fir pure. This purity 


of the mind and ſpirit is peculiar to the goſpel. 


Our Saviour ſays, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 


they ſhall ſee Ged. A mind free from all pollution 


of luſts ſhall have a daily viſion of God, whereof 
unrevealed religion can form no notion. This is 
it which keeps us unſpotted from the world; and 
hereby many have been prevailed upon to live in 
the practice of ali purity, holineſs, and righteouſ- 
neſs, far beyond the examples of the moſt celebrat- 


ed philoſophers. 


It is peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be mireated, The 5 


Chriſtian doctrine teacheth us all thoſe diſpotiti- | 
RY I: ons 
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ons that make us affable and courteous, gentle 
and kind, without any morcſe Jeaven of pride or 
vanity, which entered into the compoſition of moſt 


Heathen ſchemes : ſo we are taught to be meek 
and lowly. Our Saviour's laſt legacy was Peace; 


and he commands us to forgive our offending bro- 
ther unto ſeventy times ſeven. Chriſtian wiſdom 
is full of mercy and good works, teaching the 


height of all moral virtues, of which the Heathens 


fall infinitely ſhort. Plato inde:d (and it is worth 


obſerving) has ſomewhere a dialogue, or part of 
one, about forgiving our enemies, which was per- 
haps the higheſt ſtrain ever reached by man, with- 
out divine aſſiſtance ; yet how little is that to what 


our Saviour commands us? To love them that hate 


us; to bleſs them that curſe us 5 and to do 9 to | them 1 


that deſpitefully uſe us. 
Chriſtian wiſdom is without artielity 3 it is not 


calculated for this or that nation or people, but 
the whole race of mankind; not to the philoſophi- 
cal ſchemes, which were narrow and confined, 
adapted to their peculiar towns, governments, or 
ſects; but, in every nation, he that feareth God 
and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. 
Laftly, It is without hypocriſy : it apperrs to be 


what it really is; it is all of a piece. By the doc- 
trines of the goſpel, we are fo far from being al- 
| lowed to publiſh to the world thoſe virtues we have 


not, that we are commanded to hide, even from 

_ ourſelves, thoſe we really have, and not to let our 
right hand know what our left hand does; unlike 

* 3 ſeveral 2 
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| feveral branches of the Heathen wifdom, which Ih 
pretended to teach inſenſibility and indifference, Th 
magnanimity and contempt of life, while, at the if] 
ſame time, in other parts, it belied its Own doc- li 
trines. 0 
I come now, in the lat place, to ſhew that the e 
great examples of wiſdom and virtue, among the WH” 

_ Grecian ſages, were produced by perſonal merit, Js 
and not influ-nced by the doctrine of any particu- 1 
lar ſect; whereas, in nini, it is quite the i I; 
contrary. | 1 
The two virtues moſt celebrated by antient mo- Mitt | 


| ralifſts were Fortitude and Temperance, as relating 
to the government of man in his private capacity, 


to which their ſchemes were generally addreſſed 04 
and confined; and the two inſtances, wherein 1 165 
thoſe virtues arrived at the greateſt height, were 1 
Socrates and Cato. But neither thoſe, nor any 10 | 
other virtues poſſeſſed by theſe two, were at all OE 
owing to any leſſons or doctrines of a ſect. For wy! 
Socrates himſelf was of none at all; and, although ä 
Cato was called a Stoick, it was more from a rel. Ill} 
blance of manners in his worſt qualities, than that _ 
he avowed himſelf one of their diſciples. The 1 
ſame may be affirmed of many other great men of "i | 
antiquity. From whence I infer, that thoſe who _ ll 4 
were renowned for virtue among them, were more . 
. obliged to the good natural diſpoſitions of theit 1 


own minds, than to the doctrines of oo lect they * —_ 9 
pretended to follow. | 
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On the other fide, as the examples of fortitude | 
and patience, among the primitive Chriſtians, have 
been infinitely greater and more numerous, fo they 
were altogether the product of their principles and 
doctrine; and were ſuch as the ſame perſons, with- 
out thoſe aids, would never have arrived to. Of 
this truth moſt of the apoſtles, with many thou- 
ſand martyrs, are a cloud of witneſſes beyond ex- 
ception. Having therefore ſpoken fo largely upon 
the former heads, | ſhall dwell no longer upon this. 
And, if it ſhouid here be ob; eQed, Why does 
not Chriſtianity ſtill produce the ame effects? it 


is eaſy to anſwer, Fi, that although the number 


of pretended Chriſtians be great, yet that of true 
believers, in proportion to the other, was never ſo 
ſmall; and it is a true lively faith alone, that, by 
the aſſiſtance of God's grace, can influence our 
F | 
Secondly, We may 3 that Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf has very much ſuffered by being blended up 
with Gentile philoſophy. The Platonic ſyſtem, 
firſt taken into religion, was thought to have given 
matter for ſome early hereſies in the church. When 
diſputes began to ariſe, the Peripatetic forms were 
introduced by Scetus, as beſt fitted for controverſy. 
And, however this may now have become neceſ· 


flary, it was ſurely the author of a litigious vein, | 


Which has fince occaſioned very pernicious conſe- 
quences, ſtopt the progreſs of Chriſtianity, and 
been a great promoter of vice, verifying that ſen- 
tence Sen by St. James, and mentioned before, 


N. here 
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IV here envying and ftrife is, there is con fuſe ton, and 
every evil wark. This was the fatal ſtop to the 
Grecians, in their progreſs both of arts and arms: 
their wile men were divided under ſeveral ſects, 
and thei governments under ſeveral common 
wealths, all in oppoſition to each other; which 
engaged them in eternal quarrels among them- l 


ſelves, While they ſnould have been armed againſt Nt 
the common enemy. And | wiſh we had no other 1 
examples, from the like cauſes, leſs foreign or an- ns h 
tient than that, fe ſaid, Socrates was a mad. 10 
man; the diſciples of Zeus and Epicurus, nay of Wi 
Plata and Arijlotie, were engaged in fierce diſputes 5 4 
about the moſt inf bn ideen trifles. And, h Fl 
be the preſent language and practice among us — 
Chriſtians, no wonder that Chriſtianity does rtr I! 
ſil! produce the ſame effects which it did at firſt, ie 
when it was received and embraced in its utmoſt _ 15 | 
purity and perfection. For ſuch a wiſdom as this lt 
cannot deſcend from above, but muſt be earthly, ſen- = 
ſual, deviliſh; full of confuſion and every evil work; ! 
whereas the wiſdom from above, is firſt pure, then 0 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full f a my ö 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- _ i | 
out hypocriſy. This is the true heavenly wiſdom, 1 
which Chriſtianity only can boaſt of, and which ©] 
the greateſt of the Heathen wile men could never — 
arrive at a „ 
Now to > God the F ather, Sc. &c eee 
| 
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H E Pons RO? concourſe of beggars, from 


all parts of the kingdom, to this city, hav- 
ing made it impoſſible for the ſeveral pariſnes to 


maintain their own poor, according to the antient 


laws of the land; ſeveral lord mayors did apply . 
themſelves to the lord archbiſhop of Dublin, that 


his grace would direct his clergy, and the church- 


_ wardens of the ſaid city, to appoint badges of braſs, 
Copper, or pewter, to be worn by the poor of the 
| ſeveral pariſhes. The badges to be marked with 
initial letters of the name of each church, and 
numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. and to be well ſewed and 


faſtened on the right and left ſhoulder of the out- 


Ward garment of each of the ſaid poor, by which 
they might be diſtinguiſhed. And that none of the 
| faid poor ſhould go out of their own pariſh to beg 


alms; whereof the beadles were to take care. 


His grace the lord archbiſhop did accordingly 
give his directions to the clergy ; which, however, 
have proved wholly ineffectual, by the fraud, per- 


, verſeneſs, or pride of the ſaid poor; ſeveral of them 
le] See a Treatiſe on this ſubject, Vol. XI, p. 59. 


openly 
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openly proteſting they will never ſubmit to wear 
the ſaid badges; and of thoſe who received them, 
almoſt every one keep them in their pockets, o: 
hang them on a ſtring about their necks, or faſten 
them only with a pin, or wear them under their 
coats, not to be ſeen. By which means the whole 
deſign is eluded; ſo that a man may walk from 


one end of the town to the other, without ſeeing 
one beggar regularly badged, and in ſuch great 
numbers, that they are a mighty nuſance to the 5 


publick, moſt of them being foreigners. 
It is therefore propoſed, That his grace the lord 


archbiſhop would pleaſe to call the clergy of the 


city together, and renew his directions and exhor- 
tations to them, to put the affair of badges effec- 


tually in practice, by ſuch methods as his grace 
and they ſhall agree upon. And, I think, it would 
be highly neceſlary, that ſome paper ſhould be 


paſted up, in ſeveral proper parts of the city, ſig· 
nifying this order, and exhorting all people to give 
no alms except to thoſe poor who are regularly 
badged, and only while they are within the pre- 


cincts of their own pariſhes. And, if ſomething 
like this were delivered by the miniſters, in the 


reading-deſk, two or three Lord's days ſucceſſive- 


ly, it would ſtill be of further uſe to put this mat- 
ter upon a right foot. And that all who offend 
againſt this regulation be treated as W and 8 


ſturdy beggars. 
Deanry-houſe, 
Sept, 26, 1720. VVꝑ 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


ABOUT 


MAINTAINING THE POOR. 


E have been amuſed, for at leaſt thirty 
years paſt, with numberleſs ſchemes in 


5 writing and diſcourſe, both! in and out of pazlia- 
ment, for maintaining the poor and ſetting them to 


work, eſpecially in this city; moſt of which were 
idle, indigeſted, or viſionary, and all of them 


neffectual, as it hath plainly appeared by the con - 
ſequences. Many of thoſe projectors were ſo ſtupid 
that they drew a parallel from Holland and England, 

to be ſettled in Treland; that is to ſay, from two 
countries with full freedom and encouragement. 


for trade, to a third where all kind of trade is cramp- 
ed, and the moſt beneficial parts are entirely taken 


away. But the perpetual infelicity of falſe and 


faoliſh reaſoning, as well as proceeding and acting 
upon it, feerns 1 to be fatal to this country. 


For my own part, who have much converſed 

veith thoſe folks who call themſclves merchants, 
I do not remember to have met with a more ignor- 
ant and wrong thinking race of people in the ve- 


15 firſt rudiments of trade ; which, however, was 


not ſo much owing to their want of capacity, as 
do the crazy conſtitution of this kingdom, where 
pedlars are better qualified to thrive than the wiſeſt 
_ merchants. I could fill a volume with only ſetting 

8 down 
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down a liſt of the public abſurdities, by which 
this kingdom hath ſuffered within the compaſs of 

my own memory, ſuch as could not be believed of 
any nation, among whom folly was not eſtabliſhed 


as a law. I cannot forbear inſtancing a few of 


theſe, becauſe it may be of fome uſe to thoſe who 
ſhall have it in their power to be more ' Cautious for 
the future. 

The firſt was the building of the barracks. 
whereof I have ſeen above one half, and have 
heard enough of the reſt, to affirm that the public. 
hath been cheated of at leaſt two thirds of the mo- 


ney raiſed for that ule, by the en fraud of the 


undertakers. 

Another was the management of the 3 raiſed 
for the Palatines; when, inſtead of employing that 
great ſum in purchaſing land in ſome remote and 
cheap part of the kingdom, and there planting 


thoſe people as a colony, the whole end Wa utter- 


ly defeated. 


A third is the inſurance-office apainſt fre, by 


which ſeveral thouſand pounds are yearly remitted 
to Fngland (a trifle, it ſeems, we can eaſily ſpare), 

and will gradually encreaſe until it comes to a good 
national tax. For the ſociety- marks upon our 
houſes (under which might properly be written. 
The Lord have mercy upon us) ſpread faſter nd fur- 


ther than the [Y] colony of trogs, I have for aboy e 


[4] This fimilituge, which is certainly the fneſt that could po- 


bly have been uſed upon this oecaſion, ſeems to e a ſhort explica- 
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twenty years paſt, given warning ſevera] thouſand 
times, to many ſubſtantial people, and to ſuch who 
are acquainted with lords and ſquires, and the like 
great folks (to any of whom J have not the honour 
to be known): I mentioned my daily fears, left our 
watchful friends in England might take this buſineſs 
out of our hands; and how eaſy it would be to pre- 
vent that evil, by erecting a ſociety of perſons who 
had good eſtates, ſuch, for inſtance, as that noble 
knot of bankers under the ſtyle of Swift and Com- 


| pany. But now we are become tributary to Eng- | 
land, not only for materials to light our own fires; 


but for engines to put them out; to which, it 
| hearth-money be added (repealed in England as a 
grievance), we have the honour to pay three taxes 
tor fue. | 


A fourth was the knavery of thoſe 3 


or linen- manufacturers, or both; when, upon 
occaſion of the plague at Marſeilles, we had a fair 
opportunity of getting into our hands the whole 
len ne with Spain; but the commodity was 


tion. About the beginning of this current century, Dr. . 
a Phyſician, and Fellow of the Univerſity af Dublin, brought over with 
him a parcel of frogs from England to Ireland, in order to propagate the 
ſpecies in that kingdom, and threw them into the dite hes of the Uni- 
_ verkity park ; but they all periſhed, Whereupon he ſent to England 
for ſome bottles of the frog-ſpawn, which he threw into thoſe ditches, 
dy which means the ſpecies of frogs was propagated in that kingdom. 
However, their number was ſo ſmall in the year 1720, that a frog was 
no where to be ſeen in Ireland, except in the neighbourhood of the 


 Univerſit !5-park : but, within fix or ſeven years after, they ſpread 


35 thirty, for.y, and fifty miles over the country; ; and ſo at laſt, by 
degrees, over che whole nation, 


ſo | 
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fo bad, and held at fo high a rate, that almoſt the 
whole cargo was returned, and the ſmall remainder 
fold below: the prime coſt, 

So many other particulars of the ſame nature 
crowd into my thoughts, that I am forced to top 3 
and the rather becauſe they are not very pr oper bor ; 
my ſubject, to which I ſhall now return. 

Among all the ſchemes for maintaining the poor = 
of the city, and ſetting them to work, the leaſt 
weight hath been laid upon that ſingle point which 
is of greateſt importance; I mean that of keeping 
foreign beggars from Lean hither out of every 
part of the country; for, until this be brought 
to paſs effectually, all our wiſe reaſonings and 
proceedings upon them will be vain and ridicu- 


lous. 


The prodigious number of bexwaes 8 
this kingdom, in proportion to ſo ſmall a number 
of people, is owing to many reaſons: to the lazi- 
| neſs of the natives; the want of work to employ 
them; the enormous rents paid by cottagers for 
their miſerable cabbins and potatoe-plots ; their 
early marriages, without the leaſt proſpect of eſta- 
bliſhment ; the ruin of agriculture, whereby ſuch 
vaſt ke are hindered from providing their own 
bread, and have no money to purchaſe it; the mor- 
tal damp upon all kinds of trade, and many other 
; circumſtances too te dious or invidious to men- 
= tion. | 

And to "ls ſame cauſes we owe the perpetual 2 
concourſs of foreign beggars to this won, the coun- 
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try landlords giving all aſſiſtance, except money 

and victuals, to drive from their eſtates thoſe mi- 
ſerable creatures they have undone. 
It was a general complaint againſt the poor-houſe, 
under its former governors, that the number of poor 
in this city did not leſſen by taking three hundred 


into the houſe, and all of them recommended under 
the miniſter and church-wardens hands of the ſeve- 


ral pariſhes ; and this complaint muſt ſtill continue, 


although the poor-houſe ſhould be enlarged to | 
maintain three thouſand, or even double that 


number. 


The revenues of the 3 as it is now 
eſtabliſned, amount to about two thouſand pounds 


a year; whereof, two hundred allowed for officers 
and one hundred for repairs, the remaining ſeven - 
teen hundred, at four pounds a head, will ſup- 
port four hundred and twenty-five perſons. This 
is a favourable allowance, conſidering that I ſub- 
tract nothing for the diet of thoſe officers, and for 
wear and tear of furniture; and, if every one of 
theſe collegiates ſhould be ſet to work, it is agreed 
they will not be able to gain by their labour above 
one fourth part of their maintenance. 


At the ſame time, the oratorial part of theſe gen- | 
tlemen ſeldom vouchſafe to mention fewer than fif- | 


teen hundred, or two thouſand people, to be main- 
tained in this . without troubling their heads 
abeut- than — FOI.. 
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TO HIS GRACE 


W 1+ L L- 1 XA M 
1 ORD ARC HBISHOP of DuBLIN, &c, 


| The bünble Repertentation of the CLenGy of | 


the City of DUBLIN, 


My Lonp, ? Juan. 1724. 
OUR grace having been healed to commu- 


nicate to us a certain brief, by letters- patent, 
for the relief of one Charles Me Carthy, whoſe houſe 


in College green, Dublin, was burnt by an acciden- 
tal fire; and having deſired us to conſider of the 
ſaid brief, and give our e thereof t to Pour 


grace; 


We the clergy. of the city of Dublin, i in compliance : 


with your grace's deſire, and with great acknow- 


ledgements for your paternal tenderneſs towards us, 


having maturely conſidered the ſaid brief by letters- 


| patent, compared the ſeveral parts of it with what 
is enjoined us by the rubrick (which is confirmed by 
act of parliament), and conſulted perſons {killed in 


the laws of the church ; do, in the names of our- 


| ſelves and of the reſt of our brethren, the clergy of 
the dioceſe of Dublin, moſt humbly repreſent to your 


grace: 2 


Firſt, That, by this brief, your grace is N 
5 and commatided, to recommend and command all 
. — 5. the: 
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the parſons, vicars, c. to advance ſo great an act 
of charity, 

We ſhall not preſume to determine how far your 
grace may be commanded by the ſaid brief; but we 
humblyconceive that the clergyof your dioceſe cannot, 
by any law now in being, be commanded by your 
grace to advance the ſaid act of charity, any other- 
wile than by reading the ſaid brief in our ſeveral 
churches, as preſcribed by the rubrick. 


Secondly, Whereas it is ſaid in the ſaid brief, that 


the parſons, vicars, &c. upon the firſt Lord's- -day, 
or opportunity after the receipt of the copy of the 


_ faid brief, ſhall, deliberately and affectionately, pub- 


liſh and declare the tenor thereof to his majeſty's 
ſubjects, and earneſtly perſu we, exhort, and ſtir 
them up to contribute freely and chearfully towards 
the relief of the ſaid ſufferer : | 

We do not comprehend what is meant by the 
word opportunity, We never do preach upon any 
day except the Lord's-day, or ſome folemn days 

legally appointed; neither is It poſſible for the 


ſtrongeſt conſtitution among us to obey this com- 


mand (which includes no leſs than a whole ſermon) 
upon any other opportunity than waen our people 
are met together in the church; and to perform 


this work in every houſe where the pariſhes are very 
populous, conſiſting ſometimes here in town of goa | 
or 1000 houſes, would take up the ſpace of a year, 


although we ſhould preach in two families every day ; 
and almoſt as much time in the country, where the 
pariſhes aie of large extent, the roads bad, and 


the 
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the people too poor to receive us, and give charity 
at once. 


But, if it be meant that theſe exhortations are 
commanded to be made in the church, upon the 


Lord's-day, we are humbly of opinion, that it is 
left to the diſcretion of the clergy, to chuſe what 


ſubjects they think moſt proper to preach on, and 


at what times; and if they preach either falſe d = 
trines or ſeditious principles, they are able to be | 


puniſhed, 
It may poſſibly happen that the ſufferer r recom- 


mended may be a perſon not deſerving the favour 
intended by the brief; in which caſe no miniſter, 
who knows the ſufferer to be an undeſerving per- 


ſon, can with a ſate conſcience deliberately and af- 


fectionately publiſh the brief, much leſs earneſtly 


perſuade, exhort, and ſtir up the people to contri- 


bute freely and chearfully towards the relief of ſuch 
a ſufferer [Y]. 
Thirdly, Whereas, i in the ſaid brief, the miniſters 
and curates are required, on the week-days next 
| after the Lord's-day when the brief was read, to go 
from houſe to houſe, with their church-wardens, 
to aſk and receive from all perſons the ſaid charity : 
we cannot but obſerve here, that the ſaid miniſters 
are directly made collectors of the ſaid charity in 
conjunction with the church-wardens; which how- 
| ever, we preſume, was not intended, as being againſt | 


[4] This MCarthy's houſe was burnt in the month of Auguſt 


17233 and the univerſal opinion of mankind was, that * 9 
| himſelf was the perſon who ſet fire to the bouſe, | | 
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all law and precedent : and therefore, we appre- 
hend, there may be ſome inconſiſtency, which leaves 
us at a loſs how to proceed. For, in the next para- 
graph, the miniſters and curates are only required, 
where they conveniently can, to accompany the 
church-wardens, or procure ſome other of the chief 
Inhabitants to do the ſame. And, in a following 
paragraph, the whole work ſeems left intirely to the 
church-wardens, who are required to uſe their ut- 
moſt diligence to gather and collect the ſaid charity, 


and to pay the ſame, i in ten days after, to the e 


5 vicar, &c. 


In anſwer to this, we do repreſent to your grace 
_ our humble opinion, that neither we nor our church- 


wardens can be legally commanded or required to 
go from houſe to houſe to receive the ſaid charity; 
becauſe your grace hath informed us in your order, 
at your viſitation An. Dom. 1712, that neither 


we nor our church- wardens are bound to make 


any collections for the poor, ſave in the church; 
which alſo appears plainly by the rubrick, that ap- 


points both time and place, as Four. grace hath ob- 


ſerved in your ſaid order. 


We do likewiſe aſſure your grace, that it is not 


in our power to procure ſome of the chicf inhabi- 
tants of our pariſhes to accompany the church- 


wardens from houſe to houſe in theſe collections: 


and we have reaſon to believe, that ſuch a propo- 
ſal, made to our chief inhabitants (particularly in 
this city, where our chief inhabitants are often peers 
of the land), would be received in a manner very 


little 
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little to our own ſatisfaction, or to the advantage 


of the ſaid collections, 
Fourthly, The brief doth will, require, ind com- 


mand the biſhops, and all other dignitaries of the 
church, that they make their contributions diſtinctly, 
to be returned in the ſeveral provinces to the leve- 


ral archbiſhops of the ſame. 
Upon which we take leave to obſerve, that the 


terms of expreſſion here are of the ſtrongeſt kind, 
and in a point that may ſubject the ſaid dignitaries 
(for we ſhall ſay — of the biſhops) to great 


inconveniencies. 
The ſaid dignitaries are here willed, required, 


and ISS Tar Y to make their contributions di- 
tinctly; by which it ſhould ſeem that they are ab- 
ſolutely commanded to make contributions (for the 
word di//inly is but a circumſtance), and may be 


underſtood not very agreeable to a voluntary, chear- 


ful contribution. And therefore, if any biſhop or 


dignitary ſhould refuſe to make his contribution 


(perhaps for very g good reaſons), he may be thought 
to incur the crime of diſobedience to his majeſt 7 
which all good ſubjects abhor, when ſuch a com- 
mand is according to law. 


_ Moſt F of this kingdom conſiſt only of 


parochial tithes, and the dignitaries are miniſters of 
pariſhes. A doubt may therefore ariſe, whether the 
faid dignitaries are willed, required, and command- 
ed, to make their contributions in both capacities, 


dictinctiy as dignitaries, and hint as parſons or 
vicars. 85 
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Many dignities in this kingdom are the pooreſt 
kind of benefices; and it ſhould ſeem hard to put 
poor dignitaries under the neceſſity either of making 
greater contributions than the ey can afford, or of ex- 
poſiing themſelves to the cenſure of wanting . . 
by making their ccn:ributions public. 
Our Saviour commands us, in works of charity, 
to let not our leſt hand know what onr right hand doth, 
which cannot well conſiſt with our being willed, 
required, and commanded, by any earthly power 
| where no law is preſcribed, to publiſh our charity 
to the world, if we have a mind to conceal it. 
= Fifthly, Whereas it is ſaid, in the ſaid brief, that 

the parſon, vicar, &c. of every pariſh, ſhall, in ſix | 
| Gays after the receipt of the ſaid charity, return it 

to his reſpective chancellor, &c. This may be a 

great grievance, hazard, and expence to the ſaid 

parſon, in remote and deſolate parts of the country, 
where often an honeſt meſſenger (if ſuch a one can 
be got) mult be hired to travel forty or fifty miles 
going and coming; which will probably coſt more 
than the value of the contribution he carries with 
him. And this charge, if briefs ſhould happen to 
be frequent, would be enough to undo man £ a Por 
clergyman in the kingdom. 

Sixthly, We obſervei in the ſaid brief, that the pro- 
voſt and fellows of the univerſity, judges, officers 
of the court, and profeſſors of laws common and 
civil, are neither willed, required, nor commanded, 
to make their contributions; but that ſo good a 
work 1s only recommended to them. Whereas we 

conceive, 
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conceive, that ali his majeſty's ſubjects are equally 
obliged, with or without ais majeſty's commands, 
to promote works of charity according to their 


power; and that the clergy, in their eccleſiaſtical 
capaci'y, are only liable to ſuch commands as the 
rubrick, or any other law, ſhall enjoin, being born to 


the ſame privileges of freedom with the reſt of his 
majeſty” s ſubjects. 

We cannot but obſerve to your grace that, i in the 
Englifh act of the fourth year of queen Arne, for the 


: better collecting charity-money on briefs by letters- 


patent, &c. the miniſters are cbliged only to read 


the briefs in their churches, without any particular 


exhortations; neither are they commanded to go 
from houſe to houſe with the church-wardens, nor 


to ſend the money collected to their reſpective chan- 


cellors, but pay it to the undertaker or agent of the 


ſufferer. So that, we humbly hope, the clergy of 
this kingdom {ſhall not, without any law in being, 


be put to greater hardſhips in this caſe than their 
brethren in England, where the legiſlature, intend- 
ing to prevent the abuſes in collecting charity- mo- 
ney on briefs, did not think fit to put the clergy 
under any of thoſe difficulties we now complain of 


in the preſent brief by letters patent for the relief 


of Charles MeCariby aforeſaid. 


The collections upon the Lodi are the 
principal ſupport of our own numerous poor in 


our ſeveral pariſhes ; and therefore every ſingle 


brief, with the benefit of a full collection over the 
whole kingdom, muſt deprive ſeveral thouſands of 


poor 
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poor of their weekly maintenance, for the ſake only 
of one perſon, who often becomes a ſufferer by his 
own folly or negligence, and is ſure to over- value 
his loſſes double or treble: ſo that, if this prece- 
dent be followed, as it certainly will if the preſent 
brief ſhould ſucceed, we may probably have a new 

brief every week ; and thus, for the advantage of 
fifty-two perſons, whereof not one in ten is de- 
ſerving, and for the intereſt of a dozen dextrous 

clerks and ſecretaries, the whole poor: in the king- 
dom will be likely to ſtarve. 

We are credibly informed, that neither the of- 
ſicers of the lord primate, in preparing the report of 
his grace's opinion, nor thoſe of the great-ſeal, in 
paſſing the patent for briefs, will remit any of their 
fees, both which do amount to a conſiderable ſum: 
and thus the good intentions of well-difpoſed people 
are in a great meaſure diſappointed, a large part of 

their charity being anticipated and alienated 7 fees 
and gratuities, 

Lay, We cannot but repreſent to your grace 
our great concern and grief, to ſee the pains and la- 
bour of our church-wardens ſo much encreaſed, by 

the injunctions and commands put upon them in 
this brief, to the great diſadvantage of the clergy 
and the people, as well as to their own trouble, 
damage, and Joſs of time, to which great additions 

have been already made, by laws appointing them 
to collect the taxes for the watch and the poor- 
houſe, which they bear with great unwillingneſs; 

and, if they: (hall find memielves further laden with 
| ſue U 
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ſuch briefs as this of McCarthy, it will prove ſo 
great a diſcouragement, that we ſhall never be able 
to provide honeſt and ſufficient perſons for that 
weighty office of church- warden, ſo neceſſary to the 

laity as well as the clergy, in all things that relate 
to the order and regulation of pariſhes. 


Upon all theſe conſiderations, we humbly hope 
that your grace, of whoſe fatherly care, vigilance, 
and tenderneſs, we have had fo many and great in- 


ſtances, will repreſent the caſe to his moſt excellent 


| majeſty, or the chief governor in this kingdom, in 


| ſuch a manner, that we may be neither under the 
neceſſity of declining his majeſty's commands in his 
letters patent, or of taking new and grievous bur- 


thens upon ourſelves and our church-wardens, to 
which neither the rubrick nor any other law in - 


force obliges us to ſubmit, 


rb 
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Seme reflexions upon 1 Bickerſtaff's predidtions for 
the Fear MDCC\ VIII [z]. 


By A PERSON OF QUALITY. 


HAVE not obſerved, for ſome years paſt, any 
inſignificant paper to have made more noiſe, or 
be more greedily bought, than that of theſe predic- 
tions. They are the wonder of the common peo- 
ple, an amuſement for the better ſort, and a jeſt on- 
ly to the wiſe: yet, among theſe laſt, I have heard 
ſome very much in doubt, whether the author meant 


dcceive others, or is deceived himſelf. Whoever he 


was, he ſeems to have with great art adjuſted his 
Paper both to pleaſe the rabble and to entertain 
perions of condition. The writer is, without queſ- 
tion, a gentleman of wit and learning, although the 
piece ſeems haſtily written in a ſudden frolick, with 
the ſcornful thought of the pleaſure he will have, 
in rung this great town into a wonderment about 


7 L See Vol. III. 
; nothing : 
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Nothing : nor do I doubt but he, and his friends in 
the ſecret, laugh often and plentifully in a corner, 
to reflect how many hundred thouſand fools they 
have alread, made, And he has them faſt for ſome 


time: for ſo they are like to continue until his pro- 
phbecies begin to fail in the events. Nay, it is a great 


queſtion whether the miſcarriage of the two or 
three firſt will ſo entirely undeceive people, as to 
hinder them from expecting the accompliſhment of 
the reſt. I doubt not but ſome thouſands of theſe. 
papers are carefully preſerved by as many perſons, to 


confront with the events, and try whether the aſtro- 


loger exactly keeps the day and hour. And theſe [ 


take to be Mr. Bicker/taff*s choiceſt cullies, for 


whoſe ſake chiefly he writ his amuſement, Mean- 
while he has ſeven weeks good, during which time 
the world is to be kept in ſuſpenſe ; for i it is fo long 
before the almanack-maker is to die, which is the 
firſt prediction: and, it that fellow happens to be a 
| ſplenetic viſionary fop, or has any faith in his own. 
art, the propheſy may punctually come to pals by 
very natural means. As a gentleman of my ac 
quaintance, who was ill- uſed by a mercer in town, 


writ him a letter in an unknown hand, to give him 
notice that care had been taken to convey a ſlow 


poiſon into his drink, which would intalibly kill 


him in a month; after which the man began in 


earneſt to languiih and decay, by the mere ſtrength 

of imagination, and would certaiuly have died, if 

care had not been taken to undeceive him before the 
8 went too far. The like effect upon Partridge = 


155 would 
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would wonderfully raiſe Mr. Bickerflaff*s reputation 


for a fortnight longer, until we could hear from 
France whether the cardinal De Noailles were dead 
or alive upon the fourth of April, which | is the ſe- 
cond of his predictions. 
| For a piece ſo careleſsly written, the obſervations 
upon aſtrology are reaſonable and pertinent, the re- 
marks juſt; and, as the paper is partly deſigned, 
in my opinion, for a ſatire upon the credulity of the 


vulgar, and that idle itch of peeping into futuri- 


ties, ſo it is no more than what we all of us de- 
ſerve. And, fince we muit be teazed with perpe- 
tual hawkers of range and wonderful things, I am 
glad to fee a man of ſenſe find leiſure and humour 
to take up the trade for his own and our diverſion. 
To ſpeak in the town phraſe, it is a bite; he has 
fully had his jeſt, and may be fatisfied. 

I very much approve the ſerious air he gives him- 
ſelf in his introduction and concluſion, which has 
gone far to give ſome people of no mean rank an 
opinion that the author believes himſelf, He tells 
us, „ He places the whole credit of his art on the 
truth of thele predictions, and will be content 
ce to be hooted by Partridge and the reſt for a cheat, 
jf he fails in any one particular ;” with ſeveral 
other ſtrains of the ſame kind, wherein I per- 


fectly believe him: and that he is very indifferent 


whether Iſaac Bicker/1aff be a mark of infamy or not. 


But it ſeems, although he has joined an odd ſurname 


to no very common Chriſtian one, that in this large 


$0WN | 
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town there is a man found to own both the names, 


although, I believe, not the paper. 

I believe it is no {mall mortification to this gen- 
tleman aſtrologer, as well as his bookſeller, to find 
their piece, which they ſent out in a tolerable print 


and paper, immediately ſeized on by three or four 


interloping printers of Grub-ſireet, the title ſtuffed 
with an abſtract of the whole matter, t together with 


the ſtandard epithets of / firange and Sd ful, the 


price brought down a full half, which was but a 


penny in its prime, and bawled about by hawkers 


of the inferior claſs, with the concluding cadence 
of  halfpenny apiece. Bat fic cecidit Phacten: and, 
to comfort him a little, this production of mine will 
have the ſame fate: to-morrow will my ears be 


orated by the Little beys and wenches in ſtraw-hats, 


and I muſt an hundred times undergo the mortiſica- 
tion to have my own w ork offered me to ſale at an 
under-value. Then, which is a great deal worſe, 


my acquaintance in the coffee-houſe will aſk me 
whether I have ſeen the Anfewer io ſquire Bicker- 


Haſf's predictions, and whether I know the puppy 


that writ it: and how to keep a man's countenance 
in ſuch a juncture is no eaſy point of conduct. 


When, in this caſe, you ſee a man ſhy either in 


| praiſing or condemning, ready to turn off the diſ- 


courſe to another ſubject, ſtanding as little in the 
light as he can to hide his bluſhing, pretending to 
ſneeze, or tak? ſnuff, or 80 oft as if ſudden buſineſs 


called hin; then ply him cloſe, obſerve his looks 
narrowly, lee whether his ſpe: ch be conſtrained or 


affeQed | 
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affected, then charge him ſuddenly, or Wbitder and 
ſmile, and you will ſoon diſcover whether he be 
guilty. Although this ſeem not to the purpoſe I am 
diſcourſing on, yet I think it to be ſo; for I am 
much deceived if I do not know the true author of 
Bicker/laf”s Perdictians, and did not meet with him 
ſome days ago in a coffee-houſe at Covent-Gar- 
den. | 7 5 
As to the matter of ihe PrediQions thennielves, | 
{hall not enter upon the examination of them; but 
think it very incumbent upon the learnec Mr. Per 
tridęe to take them into his conſideration, and lay 
2s many errors in aſtrology as poſſible to Mr. Bicker- 
ffs account. He may juſtly, I think, challenge 
the 'ſquire to publiſh the calculation he has made of 
Partridge's nativity, by the credit of which he ſo 
Sdevciminately pronounces the time and the man- 
ner of his death; and Mr. Bickerflaff. can do no 
| lefs, in honour, than give Mr. Partridge the ſame 


advantage of calculating his, by ſending him an ac- 


count of the time and place of his birth, with other 
_ particulars neceſſary for ſuch a work. By which, 
no doubt, the learned world will be engaged in the 
diſpute, and take part on each ſide according 7 as they. 5 
are inclined. 
I ſhould likewiſe adviſe Mr. Parir life to enquire, 
why Mr. Bicker/lafF does not ſo much as offer at 


done prediction to be fulniled until two months aſter 
the time of publiſhing bis paper. This looks a little 


ſuſpicious, as if he were deſirous to keep the world 


OR in Pay as long as he decently could; elſe it were 
bard. 
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hard he could nat afford us one prediction between 
this and the 29th of March; which is not ſo fair 
dealings 5 we have even from Mr. Partridge and 


his brethren, who give us their predictions (duch as 


they are indeed) for every month in the year. 

TP pere is one paſſage in Mr. Bicker/laff”s paper 
that ſeems to be as high a ſtrain of aſſurance as I 
have any where met with; It is that prediction for 
the month of June which relates to the French pro- 


phets here in town; where he tells us,“ They 
« will utterly diſperſe, by ſeeing the time come, 
„ wherein their prophecies ſhould be fulfilled, and 


& then finding. themſelves deceived by contrary 


de events.“ Upon which he adds, with great rea- 


ſon, © his wonder how any deceiver can be fo weak, 


8 “ to foretel things near at hand, when a very few 


<« months muſt diſcover the impoſture to all the 


« world.” This is ſpoken with a great deal of af- 
fected unconcernedneſs, as if he would have us 


think himſelf to be not under the leaſt apprehenſion, 


that the ſame in two months will be his own caſe. 

Wich reſpect to the gentleman, I do not remember 

to have heard of ſo refined and pleaſant a piece of 
impudence, which I hope the author will not reſent 


as an uncivil word, becauſe I am ſure enter into his 


_ taſte, and take it as he meant it. However, he 
half deſerves a reprimand for writing with ſo much 
| ſcorn and conteinye for the underſtandings © of the 


majority. 


For the mangh of Jab, he tells us of & 2 ge- 


0 neral, who, by a glorious action, will recover the 


Vor. . 3 reputation 
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e reputation he loſt by former misfortunes.” This 
is commonly underſtood to be lord Galloway ; who 
if he be already dead, as ſome news-papers have it, 
Mr. Bicterſtaſf has made a trip. But this I do not 
much inſiſt on; for it is hard if another general can- 
not be found under the ſame circumſtances, to whom 
this prediction may be as well applied. 

The French king's death is very punctually re- 
lated; but it was unfortunate to make him die at 
Marli, where he never goes at that ſeaſon of the 
year, as J obſerved myſelf during three years I paſ- 
ſed in that kingdom: and, diſcourſing ſome months 
ago with monſieur Tallard, about the French court, 
I find that king never goes to Marli for any time, 
but about the ſeaſon of hunting there, which is not 
till Augy/, So that here was an unlucky lip of 
Mr. Buker/taff, for want of foreign education. 
He concludes with reſuming his promiſe, of 


publiſhing entire predictions for the next year; of 


which the other aſtrologers need not be in very 
mucn pain. I ſuppoſe we ſhall have them much 
about the ſame time with The General Hiſtory of Ears, 
1 believe we have done with him for ever in this 
kind; and though I am no aftrologer, may venture 
to es that Iſaac Bicker/taff, Eſq; is now dead, 
and died juſt at the time his predictions were ready 
for the preſs: that he dropped out of the clouds a- 
bout nine days ago, and, in about four hours after, 
mounted up thither again like a vapour; and will, 
one day or other, perhaps deſcend a ſecond time, 
when he has ſome new, agreeable, or amuſing 

— | ieee hin 


at 
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_ whimſy to paſs upon the town; wherein, it is very 


' probable, he will ſucceed as often as he is diſpoſed 

to try the experiment, that is, as long as he can 
preſerve a thorough contempt for his own time and 
other people's underſtandings, and is reſolved not 
to laugh cheaper than at the expence of a million of 
people. 0 


0 x 
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O0 D Manners is the art of making every 
reaſonable perfon in the company eaſy, and : 
to be eaſy ourſelves, 

What paſſeth for good- manners in a the world, ge- 
nerally produceth quite contrary effects. | 
Many perſons of both ſexes, whom I have known, 
and who paſſed for well-bred in their own and the 
world's opinion, are the moſt troubleſome i in com- 
pany to others and themſelves. 

Nothing is ſo great an inſtance of ill- manners as 
flattery. If you flatter all the company, you pleaſe | 
none; if you Hatter — * one or two, 235 ont ; 
the reſt, 


Flattery is the worſt ind falſeR way of tewing -þ 
our eſteem, 1 
Where company meets, 1 am . the few 
reaſonable perſons are every minute tempted to curſe 

the man or woman among them, who endeavours ; 

to be moſt diſtinguiſhed for their go0c-manners. | 
A man of ſenſe would rather faſt till night, than 
dine at ſome tables, where the lady of the houſe is 
poſſeſſed with good- manners; uneaſineſs, preſſing 


to eat, teazing with e 3 leſs een in . = 
land than debe 


(4) See a treatiſe on this ſubject, Vol, XIV, 3 
1 Court, 


ts 
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Courts are the worſt of all ſchools to teach good- 


manners. 
A courtly bow, or gait, or dress are no part of 


g00d-manners. And therefore every man of good 
_ underſtanding is capable of "OY well- bred upon 


any occaſion. 


To ſpeak in ſuch a manner as may -ofibly of- 


fend any reaſonable perſon in company, i is the hi gheſt 
inſtance of ill- manners. 


Good- manners chiefly conſiſt in action, not in 


words. Modeſty and e the chief ingre- 
dients. | 


J have known the court of England under. four 
reigns, the two laſt but for a ſhort time; and, 


whatever good-manners or politeneſs I obſerved in 
any of them, was not of the court growth, but im- 


ported. For a courtier by trade, as gentlemen 


uſhers, bedchamber- women, maids of honour, * 


S 6 * „ * * * „ * * * 2 


5 Of good manners as to „ converſation, 
Men of wit and good underſtanding, as well as 


breeding, are ſometimes deceived, and give offence, 
by conceiving a better opinion of thoſe with whom. 
they converſe than they ought to do, Thus 1 have 


often known the moſt innocent raillery, and even 
of that kind which was meant tor pratle, to be 


| miſtaken for abuſe and reflexion. 


| Of gibing, and how gibers ought to ſuffer. 
Ok arguers, perpetual contradicters, long talkers, 


who are abſent in company, interrupters, not lif- 
teners, loud laughers. 
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Of thoſe men and women whoſe face is ever in 
a ſmile, talk ever with a ſmile, condole with a 
mile, & .. 

Argument, as uſually managed, is the worſt ſort 
of converſation; as it is general! 55 in books, the 
worlt ſort of reading. 

Good converſation ĩs not to be expected i in much 
company, becaule few liſten, and there is continual 
interruption, But good or ill manners are diſco- 
vered, let the company be ever fo lar ge. 

Perpetual aiming at wit, a very ba ad part of con- 
verſation. It is done to 
generally fails: it is a ſort of inſult on the com- 
pany, and a conſtraint upon the ſpeaker. 
For a man to talk in his own trade, or buſineſs, 
Or faculty, is a Treat breech oi god d manners. 
Divines, phyſicians, lawyers, aden. particularly 
poets, are frequently zuilty of this weakneſs. A 


poet conceives tat the waole kingdom ® * 
* * * * * „ d 0 0 #0 8 
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VVV 


WHEN 


1 COME TO BE OLD. 


Written in the | Year 1 699. 


TO T to marry a young woman. 
Not to Keep young eee unleſs they 


| ae” y deſire it. 


Not to be peeviſh, « or e or ſuſpicious, 
Not to ſcorn preſent ways, or wits, or faſhions, 


or men, or war, &c. 


| Not to be fond of children. 
Not to tell the ſame ſtory over and over to the 


ſame people. 


Not to be covetous. 
Not to neglect decency or cleanlineſs, ſhe fear 


of falling into naſtineſs. 


Not to be over ſevere with young people, but 
give allowances for their As tollles and weak- 


neſſes. 


Not to be influenced by, e or give ear to, kaa iſh 
tattling ſervants, or others. | 
Not to be too free of advice, I nor trouble any bu: 


=. 


thoſs who deſire it. 


To deſire ſome good friends to inform me which 


ol theſe reſolutions 1 break or neglect, and wherein; 5 
and reform m accordingly. 


8 Not = 
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Not to talk much, nor of myſelf. Ib F 
Not to boaſt of my former beauty, or ORs -M 
__— or favour with ladies, &c. 
3 Not to hearken to flatteries, nor conceive I can be 
| beloved by a young woman; et eos qui hareditatem 
| captant, odiſſe ac vitare. 
Not to be poſitive or opiniative. 
Not to ſet up for obſerving all theſe rules, for 
fear I mould obſerve. none. 


END OF VOL. XVI. 
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